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To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives
We are filing today for your consideration the attached legislation entitled “An

Act Ceding Concurrent Jurisdiction to the United States Over Certain Property Located at
the Former Devens Army Base.”

This bill, which we are filing at the request of the United States Department of
Justice, would give the United States concurrent jurisdiction with the Commonwealth
over the Federal Medical Center (FMC), a correctional facility under the jurisdiction of
the Federal Bureau of Prisons located in the town of Harvard on the former Fort Devens
Army Base. Stale law (G.L. c. 1, § 7) already provides for concurrent jurisdiction for
federal facilities such as post offices and lighthouses, but that statute does not cover
correctional facilities. In many circumstances it will make sense for the United States to
have the authority to investigate and prosecute crimes committed by federal prisoners in a
federal facility. And, in those cases where prosecution by state authorities is the
preferable route, that option would still be available under this bill; the jurisdiction of the
United States over the FMC property would be concurrent, not exclusive. Should the
United States cease to use the property for correctional purposes, this bill provides that
exclusive jurisdiction will revert to the Commonwealth.

This bill will help ensure that the Commonwealth and the United States maintain
a smooth working relationship with respect to the FMC. District Attorney John Conte,
whose office presently has jurisdictionover the property on which the FMC is located,
strongly supports this legislation. Because the FMC is already operating with prisoners
on site, we urge you to act quickly on this legislation.

Respectfully submitted.

.rgco Paul Cellucci
lovemor
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Ninety-Nine

An Act ceding concurrent jurisdiction to the united states over
CERTAIN PROPERTY LOCATED AT THE FORMER DEVENS ARMY BASE.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows:

1 SECTION I. Notwithstanding any general or special law to the
2 contrary, the commonwealth hereby cedes concurrent jurisdiction
3 to the United States over the lands, waters, and improvements in
4 the town of Harvard that (a) are presently owned or hereafter
5 acquired by condemnation or otherwise, leased, occupied, or con-
-6 trolled by the United States for use by the Federal Bureau of
7 Prisons, and (b) comprise any part of the correctional institution
8 presently known and identified as the Federal Medical Center.

1 SECTION 2. Cession of concurrent jurisdiction pursuant to
2 section 1 shall take effect only upon acceptance of such jurisdic-
-3 tion by the United States pursuant to 40 U.S.C. 255. Exclusive
4 jurisdiction over all or any portion of the property described in
5 section 1 shall revest in the commonwealth if such property ceases
6 to be used by the United States for correctional purposes.
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