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the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives

We are filing today for your consideration the attached legislation, entitled "An
to Ensure Violence Free Schools in the Commonwealth."

Guns, weapons, threats, and violence have no place in our education system,
hools should be places of growth and learning, not places of fear and violence. We

that our children and our teachers can locus sole!
rsuing quality education without the unwarranted and intolerable presence of violent

me.

This legislation will create violence free school zones by providing for enhanced
nalties for individuals who commit violent crimes in schools, on school buses, or at

related events. Any individual who perpetrates violence in our schools will face
ancement of from one to ten years in addition to any sentence imposed upon him

the underlying crime

By strengthening the penalties for crimes committed in schools, this legislatk
id the message that we have zero tolerance for violence in our schools.

vVc urge your prompt and favorable consideratior legislation
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,I;W Swift
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Ninety-Nine

An Act to ensure violence free schools in the commonwealth.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House ofRepresentatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows:

1 Chapter 265 of the General Laws is hereby amended by
2 inserting after section 158, as appearing in the 1998 Official Edi-
-3 tion, the following new section:—
4 Section 15C. (a) For the purpose of this section, the following
5 terms shall have the following meanings:
6 “Violent crime”, any crime punishable by imprisonment in the
7 state prison that: (1) involves the use, attempted use, or threatened
8 use of physical force against another; or (2) involves the use,
9 attempted use, or threatened use of a dangerous weapon against

10 another; or (3) is a violation of paragraph (a), (c), or (d) of section
11 10 of chapter 269, or a violation of section 10E or 10G of chapter
12 269; or (4) is burglary, arson, or kidnapping; or (5) involves the
13 use of explosives.
14 “Conviction”, the entry of a judgment of guilty, or an adjudica-
-15 tion of delinquency or its equivalent, in any federal, state, or terri-
-16 torial court of the United States.
17 (b) Any person who commits a violent crime, while in or on the
18 real property comprising a public or private elementary, vocational,
19 or secondary school, whether or not in session, in or around a school
20 bus engaged in the transportation of students to or from any such
21 school, or at any school-sponsored or school-related event, including
22 athletic events, shall, in addition and consecutive to the punishment
23 imposed upon conviction for that violent crime, be punished by
24 imprisonment in the state prison for an additional term of not less
25 than one year nor more than ten years or for an additional term of
26 imprisonment in a house of correction for not less than one year nor
27 more than two and one-half years.
28 Lack of knowledge of school boundaries shall not be a defense
29 to any person who violates the provisions of this section.
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