
HOUSE No. 1460
By Mr. Scaccia of Boston, petition of Thomas M. Menino and

Angelo M. Scaccia relative to the electronic identification of firearms.
Public Safety.

QL\)t Commontocaltf) of itlassadnisctts

In the Year Two Thousand and One

An Act relative to the electronic capture of ballistic identi-
fying INFORMATION.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows:

1 SECTION 1. Chapter 140 of the Massachusetts General Laws
2 is hereby amended by adding, after section 121A, the following
3 new section:—
4 Section 1218. For the purposes of this section the following
5 definitions shall be used:—
6 “Automatic” A firearm design that feeds cartridges, fires,
7 and ejects cartridge cases as long as the trigger is fully depressed
8 and there are cartridges available in the feed system.
9 “Cartridge Casing” That part of a firearm’s ammunition that

10 contains the primer and propellant powder to discharge the projec-
-11 tile.
12 “Firearm” —An assembly of a barrel and action from which a
13 projectile(s) is propelled by products of combustion.
14 “Identifying Information” Information including
15 make/model/serial number.
16 “Manufacturer” Any person or entity that possesses a valid
17 federal license issued by the Secretary of the Treasury that permits
18 that person or entity to engage in the business of manufacturing or
19 importation of firearms or ammunition for the purpose of sale or
20 distribution.
21 “NIBIN” National Integrated Ballistic Information Net-
-22 work— A joint agreement between the Bureau of Alcohol.
23 Tobacco and Firearms (ATF) and the Federal Bureau of Investiga-
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24 tion (FBI) created a board that is tasked with the establishment of
25 a National Ballistic Imaging Network along with establishing the
26 standards for the equipment to be used in this Network.
27 “Projectile” That part of a firearm's ammunition that is by
28 means of propulsion expelled through the barrel of a firearm.
29 “Revolver” A firearm, usually a handgun, with a cylinder
30 having several chambers so arranged as to rotate around an axis
31 and be discharged successively by the same firing mechanism.
32 “Semiautomatic”— A repeating firearm requiring a separate
33 pull of the trigger for each shot fired, and which uses the energy
34 of discharge to perform a portion of the operating or firing cycle.

1 SECTION 2. Ballistic Evidence or Firearms taken into the cus-
-2 tody of Police.
3 Any ballistic evidence such as a cartridge casing(s) or projec-
-4 tile(s) taken into the custody of a police agency in the Common-
-5 wealth shall be turned over to the Department of State Police or,
6 in the case of evidence found in Boston, to the Boston Police
7 Department. This evidence shall be entered into a NIBIN
8 approved ballistic imaging system. This information must be
9 made available to other authorized agencies in the NIBIN Net-

-10 work so that the ballistic information may be analyzed and shared
11 by other agencies in the Network. All firearms taken into custody
12 by police agencies in the Commonwealth shall be turned over to
13 the Department of State Police or, in the case of a firearm taken
14 into custody in Boston, to the Boston Police Department. Either of
15 those two agencies’ Ballistic Unit shall ensure each firearm be
16 test-fired and its cartridge casing entered into a NIBIN approved
17 ballistic imaging system or, in the case of revolvers, the revolver’s
18 projectile be entered into a NIBIN approved ballistic imaging
19 system. All firearms received by the State Police or Boston Police
20 Department in this fashion shall be traced through the ATE’s gun
21 tracing program and any intelligence information gained shall be
22 shared with the police agency that originally came into custody of
23 the firearm. Any ballistic evidence or firearm taken into posses-
-24 sion by a federal agency may be turned over to the Department of
25 State Police or, in the case of ballistic evidence or firearms taken
26 into custody in Boston, the Boston Police Department for entry by
27 the State Police or the Boston Police Department into a NIBIN
28 approved ballistic imaging system.
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1 SECTION 3. Firearms that are sold in the Commonwealth.
2 The Secretary of the Executive Office of Public Safety may
3 establish such rules and regulations, as he/she may deem neces-
-4 sary to carry out the provisions of this section, including but not
5 limited to classifying the types of firearms governed by this
6 Section. At a minimum however those firearms classified to be
7 included in this section will include the top twenty firearms that
8 have appeared for the last two consecutive years in the ATE’s
9 crime gun statistics for the Commonwealth of Massachusetts. The

10 Secretary of Public Safety shall also establish a fee to be paid to
11 the Department of State Police or Boston Police Department for
12 the purpose of effecting the requirements of this section. The Sec-
-13 retary of the Executive Office of Public Safety may set those fees
14 necessary to cover the costs incurred for the administration of the
15 requirements set forth in this section. The funds generated by the
16 fees shall be made available to the respective departments’ bal-
-17 listic units for equipment, personnel, training and other associated
18 costs involved in effecting this section.
19 Any manufacturer that sells firearms in the Commonwealth of
20 Massachusetts that have been classified by the Secretary of the
21 Executive Office of Public Safety as governed by this section
22 shall either;
23 1) Ensure that an image of a cartridge casing from an automatic
24 or semiautomatic firearm to be sold in the Commonwealth is
25 placed in a NIBIN supported ballistic imaging system. In the case
26 of a revolver, ensure an image of a projectile from any revolver to
27 be sold in the Commonwealth is placed in a NIBIN supported bal-
-28 listic imaging system. The manufacturer must retain the ballistic
29 evidence in a manner by which it can be retrieved in the event
30 some future criminal proceeding requires production of that evi-
-31 dence. The ballistic imaging systems into which these images
32 shall be entered must be made accessible through the NIBIN net-
-33 work so that police agencies with NIBIN approved ballistic
34 imaging system can have access to the data for investigations.
35 Manufacturers must make identifying information on the firearm
36 available along with the image; or
37 2) Ensure that a cartridge casing test-fired from any automatic
38 or semiautomatic firearm to be sold in the Commonwealt
39 included in the packaging of that firearm. In the
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40 revolver, ensure a projectile test-fired from any revolver to be sold
41 in the Commonwealth be included in the packaging of that
42 firearm. Manufacturers must make identifying information on the
43 firearm available with the packaging.
44 In the case of Option 2, any manufacturer, wholesaler, importer,
45 firearms dealer, person or entity that sells a firearm in the Com-
-46 monwealth shall ensure that the cartridge casing supplied from the
47 manufacturer from an automatic or semiautomatic firearm or the
48 projectile from a revolver is taken to either the Massachusetts
49 State Police Ballistic Unit or the Boston Police Ballistic Unit
50 where that cartridge casing or projectile along with the firearms
51 identifying information will be entered into a NIBIN supported
52 ballistic imaging system. If no cartridge casing is available then
53 the firearm to be sold will be test-fired by either the Department
54 of State Police or Boston Police and the cartridge case or shell
55 casing will be entered into a NIBIN approved ballistic imaging
56 system.
57 The information on weapons sold in the Commonwealth will be
58 maintained in a separate NIBIN approved ballistic imaging system
59 from the information used in a crime. The information and images
60 maintained for firearms sold in the Commonwealth and main-
-61 tained in the NIBIN approved ballistic imaging system will not
62 record the purchaser name or other identifying data. Ballistic data
63 stored from firearms sold in the Commonwealth must be made
64 available electronically by any police agency with NIBIN
65 approved ballistic imaging systems for criminal investigations
66 subject to standards set by the Secretary of the Executive Office
67 of Public Safety.
68 It shall be a separate violation of this Act for a person to inten-
-69 tionally change or attempt to change any of the ballistic evidence
70 that this Act requires be placed in a NIBIN supported ballistic
71 imaging system.
72 Penalty: Any person who violates the provisions of this Act
73 shall be punished by a fine of one thousand dollars or with impris-
-74 onment for not more than one year. Each such violation shall con-
-75 stitute a separate offense.
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