
HOUSE No. 1586
By Mr. Rogers of New Bedford, petition of George Rogers and

Rachel Kaprielian relative to the establishment of a board of registra-
tion for massage therapists. Government Regulations.

In the Year Two Thousand and One

An Act providing fot the licensing of massage therapists.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows:

1 SECTION 1. Chapter 13 of the General Laws is hereby amended
2 by adding the following section:—
3 Section 98. There shall be a board of registration of massage
4 therapists which shall consist of five members to be appointed by
5 the governor. Three members shall be registered massage thera-
-6 pists and two members shall be members of the general public.
7 The term of each appointed member shall be three years; pro-
-8 vided, however, that of the members first appointed, two shall
9 serve for three years, two for two years and one for one year.

10 Upon expiration of their terms, members of the board shall con-
-11 tinue to hold office until the appointment and qualification of their
12 successors. No person shall serve as a member of the board for
13 more than two consecutive terms. The appointing authority may
14 remove a member for cause.
15 Each member of the board shall be paid for expenses actually
16 incurred in the performance of official duties.
17 The board shall annually elect a chairperson from among its
18 members.
19 A quorum of the board shall be three members.
20 The board shall hold at least six meetings each year and may
21 hold special meetings as required at a time and place determined
22 by the board.
23 The director of the division of registration, with approval of the
24 board, shall appoint an executive secretary to serve the board. The

n Commontoealtf) of iflaasadiutfetts;



2 [JanuaryHOUSE —No. 1586

25 division of registration shall employ such other clerical and tech-
-26 nical assistants as may be necessary to discharge the official
27 duties of the board.

1 SECTION 2. Chapter 112 of the General Laws is hereby amended
2 by adding the following nine sections:—
3 Section 221. As used in this section and sections 222 to 229,
4 inclusive, the following words shall have the following meanings
5 unless the context clearly requires otherwise:
6 “Board”, the board of registration of massage therapy estab-
-7 lished by section 98 of chapter 13;
8 “Massage” or “massage therapy”, the application of a system of
9 structured touch, pressure, movement and holding to the soft tis-

10 sues of the human body in which the primary intent is to enhance
11 or restore the health and well-being of the client. The term
12 includes complementary methods, including the external applica-
-13 tion of water, heat, cold, lubricants, salt scrubs or other topical
14 preparations, and electro-mechanical devices that mimic or
15 enhance the actions possible by the hands; and
16 “Massage therapist”, a person who administers massage or
17 massage therapy for compensation.
18 Section 222. The board shall examine applicants for licensure
19 as massage therapists at such times and places as it may determine
20 and shall conduct at least two such examinations in each calendar
21 year. The board shall establish examination and testing procedures
22 to enable the board to ascertain the competency of persons
23 wishing to be licensed as massage therapists.
24 Applications for such licenses, signed and sworn by the appli-
-25 cants shall be made on forms furnished by the board. An applicant
26 who furnished satisfactory proof that he is of good moral char-
-27 acter and that he has met the educational and clinical practice
28 requirements set forth in section 226, shall, upon payment of a fee
29 determined by the secretary of administration and finance, be
30 examined by the board, and if found qualified, and if he passes the
31 examination, shall be licensed to practice.
32 Every person licensed hereunder shall, during January of every
33 even numbered year, apply to the board for renewal of his license
34 and pay a fee determined by the secretary of administration and
35 finance to the board and thereupon the board shall issue a license
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36 showing that the holder is entitled to practice for the period cov-
-37 ered by said payment. The board may require specific continuing
38 education as a condition for license renewal. The board may pro-
-39 vide for the late renewal of a license which has lapsed and may
40 require the payment of a late fee, an examination, continuing edu-
-41 cation and supervised experience prior to issuing said renewed
42 license.
43 Section 223. A person who meets the qualifications to be
44 admitted to examination for licensure as a massage therapist, may,
45 between the date of filing an application for licensure and the
46 announcement of the results of the next succeeding examination
47 for licensure, practice as a massage therapist under the direction
48 of massage therapist duly licensed under this chapter.
49 If any person so practicing fails to qualify for or pass the first
50 announced examination after filing for licensure, all privileges
51 under this section shall automatically cease upon due notice to the
52 applicant of such failure. Such privileges shall be renewed upon
53 filing for a second examination for licensure and shall automati-
-54 cally cease upon notice to the applicant that he has failed to pass
55 the second examination. Such privileges may again be renewed
56 upon the applicant petitioning the board for permission to file a
57 third application and said permission being granted by the board,
58 and shall automatically cease upon due notice that he has failed to
59 pass the third examination. The privilege shall not exceed beyond
60 the third examination.
61 Section 224. The board may, without examination, license as a
62 massage therapist any applicant who is duly licensed or registered
63 under the laws of another state or territory of the United States,
64 the District of Columbia, or the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico.
65 At the time of making such application, the applicant shall pay a
66 fee determined by the secretary of administration and finance to
67 the board.
68 Section 225. Nothing in this section shall be construed as pre-
-69 venting or restricting the practice, services or activities of:
70 (a) any person licensed in this commonwealth by any other
71 statute from engaging in the profession or occupation for which he
72 is licensed; or
73 (b) any person employed as a massage therapist by the govern-
-74 ment of the United States or any agency of it, if such person pro-
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75 vides massage therapy solely under the direction or control of the
76 organization by which he is employed; or
77 (c) any person pursuing a supervised course of study leading to
78 a degree or certificate in massage therapy at an accredited or
79 approved educational program, if the person is designated by a
80 title which clearly indicates his status as a student or trainee; or
81 (d) any person fulfilling the supervised field work experience
82 requirements of this section, if the experience constitutes a part of
83 the experience necessary to meet the requirement of that section; or
84 (e) any person performing massage therapy services in the com-
-85 monwealth if these services are performed for no more than two
86 days in a calendar year in association with a massage therapist
87 licensed under this chapter, if the person is licensed under the law
88 of another state which has licensure requirements at least as strin-
-89 gent as the requirements of this chapter.
90 Section 226. An applicant for a license as a massage therapist
91 shall;
92 (a) have obtained a high school diploma or the equivalent;
93 (b) is 18 years of age or older;
94 (c) has successfully completed a course of study consisting of a
95 minimum of 500 classroom hours of supervised instruction at a
96 massage therapy program having received programmatic approval
97 by the board; and
98 (d) has successfully passed an examination administered by the
99 board.

Section 227. The board may, after a hearing pursuant to chap-
ter 30, revoke, suspend, cancel the license of or place on proba-
tion, reprimand, censure or otherwise discipline a licensee upon
proof satisfactory to a majority of the board that said person:

100
101
102
103
104 (a) obtained or attempted to obtain a license by fraud or decep-

tion;105
(b) been convicted of a felony or of a crime involving moral

turpitude;
106
107

(c) has been grossly negligent in his practice of athletic training
or occupational therapy or physical therapy;

108
109

(d) been adjudged mentally ill or incompetent by the court of
competent jurisdiction;

no
11l

(e) used drugs or intoxicating liquors to the extent which
adversely affects his practice; and

112
113
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114 (f) acted in a manner which is professionally unethical
115 according to ethical standards of the professions of occupational
116 therapy or physical therapy.
117 Section 228. The board shall adopt reasonable rules and regula-
-118 tions to carry into effect sections 221 to 229, inclusive. The board
119 shall keep a record of its proceedings and a roster of all persons
120 licensed by it under this section. The roster shall include the
121 licensee’s name, last known business and residential address; date
122 of licensing, and license number.
123 Section 229. No person shall hold himself out as a massage
124 therapist or being able to practice message therapy or to render
125 massage therapy services in this commonwealth unless he is
126 licensed in accordance with section 222.
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