
HOUSE No. 2382
By Mr. Mariano of Quincy, petition of Ronald Mariano, Charles E.

Shannon, Jay R. Kaufman and Paul C. Demakis for legislation to
improve the supply and delivery of water to the ratepayers of the
Water Resources Authority. Natural Resources and Agriculture.

In the Year Two Thousand and One

An Act to improve the supply and delivery of water to the
MASSACHUSETTS WATER RESOURCES AUTHORITY RATEPAYERS.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows:

1 SECTION 1. The Legislature finds that it is the public policy of
2 the commonwealth to provide its citizens with an efficient and
3 safe supply of water in the most cost-effective manner.
4 The Legislature finds that the transfer of responsibility for the
5 water supply and its related activities to the agency responsible
6 for water delivery would fulfill such public policies by enabling
7 the Massachusetts Water Resources Authority to improve and
8 increase watershed management activities, eliminate water supply
9 maintenance costs from the budget of the commonwealth, develop

10 a plan addressing ecological concerns within the watershed area,
11 and provide resources for enforcement of watershed protection.
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1 SECTION 2. Section 2T of Chapter 29, as appearing in the
2 1998 Official Edition of the General Laws, is hereby repealed.
3 Any surplus balance in the Watershed Management Fund
4 following the close of fiscal year 2001 shall be transferred to the
5 Massachusetts Water Resources Authority and shall not be
6 reverted to the General Fund.

1 SECTION 3. Section 104 of Chapter 92, as appearing in the
2 1998 Official Edition of the General Laws, is hereby amended by
3 striking line 28 in its entirety and in place thereof the
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4 following:— “ ‘Division’, waterworks division of the Authority,
5 as such division is described in section eight of chapter three hun-
-6 dred and seventy-two of the acts of nineteen hundred and eighty-

four

1 SECTION 4. Section 104 of chapter 92, as appearing in the
2 1998 Official Edition of the General Laws, is hereby amended by
3 striking in line 54 the word “division” and inserting in place
4 thereof the words;— the former division of watershed manage-
-5 ment.

1 SECTION 5. Section 104 of chapter 92, as appearing in the
2 1998 Official Edition of the General Laws, is hereby amended by
3 striking in line 97 the words “but excluding the waterworks
4 system of the Authority.”

1 SECTION 6. Section 105 of chapter 92, as appearing in the
2 1998 Official Edition of the General Laws, is hereby amended by
3 striking the first sentence of said section in its entirety and adding
4 to the second sentence of said section the words: “In addition to
5 its responsibilities set forth in section eight of chapter three hun-
-6 dred and seventy-two of the acts of nineteen hundred and eighty-
-7 four,” and by adding at the end of the said section the
8 following:— “The Authority shall develop and forward to the
9 bureau of resource protection of the department of environmental

10 protection for its review a plan for the protection of the water-
-11 shed.”

1 SECTION 7. Sections 105 to 120, inclusive, of chapter 92, as
2 appearing in the 1998 Official Edition of the General Laws, are
3 hereby amended by striking the word “commission” wherever it
4 appears, and inserting in place thereof the word:— Authority.

1 SECTION 8. Sections 105 to 120. inclusive, of chapter 92. as
2 appearing in the 1998 Official Edition of the General Laws, are
3 hereby amended by striking the words “commissioner” or “com-
-4 missioner of the metropolitan district commission” wherever they
5 appear, and inserting in place thereof the words:— executive
6 director of the Authority.
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1 SECTION 9. Section 107 of chapter 92, as appearing in the
2 1998 Official Edition of the General Laws, is hereby amended by
3 striking the last sentence of said section in its entirety and
4 inserting in place thereof the following:— “All revenues derived
5 from the activities authorized herein shall revert to the Authority”.

1 SECTION 10. Section 113 of chapter 92, as appearing in the
2 1998 Official Edition of the General Laws, is hereby stricken in
3 its entirety. Further, the Authority shall not be assessed with any
4 charges relating to the former watershed management division of
5 the metropolitan district commission and due pursuant to the pro-
-6 visions of said section, which charges were not actually incurred
7 before the date of passage of this act.

1 SECTION 11. Section 118 of chapter 92, as appearing in the
2 1998 Official Edition of the General Laws, is hereby stricken in
3 its entirety.

1 SECTION 12. Section 1(b) of chapter 372 of the acts of 1984 is
2 hereby amended by adding the following after subsection (iv): —

“

3 (v) construction, maintenance and operation of a system of water-
-4 sheds, reservoirs, water rights and rights in sources of water
5 supply, utilization and conservation of said water and other natural
6 resources in order to protect, preserve and enhance the environ-
-7 ment of the commonwealth and to assure the availability of pure
8 water for future generations.”

1 SECTION 13. The third sentence of section 4(c) of chapter 372
2 of the acts of 1984 is hereby amended by striking the words
3 “watershed management division of the metropolitan district com-
-4 mission” and inserting in place thereof the word:—Authority.

1 SECTION 14. The fifth sentence of section 4(e) of chapter 372
2 of the acts of 1984 is hereby amended by striking the words
3 “exclusive of that portion of the MDC water system comprising
4 the watershed system as defined in this act”.

1 SECTION 15. Section 4(f) of chapter 372 of the acts of 1984 is
2 hereby amended by striking in the first sentence the words “exclu-
-3 sive of that portion of the MDC water system comprising the
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4 watershed system as defined in this act”. Said section 4(f) is fur-
-5 then amended by adding at the end of the second sentence the
6 words “until revised or rescinded by the Authority.” Said
7 section 4(f) is further amended by striking in the third sentence
8 thereof the words “and the division, respectively”. Said section
9 4(f) is further amended by striking at the end of the last sentence

10 thereof the words “or by the division, respectively”

1 SECTION 16. The first sentence of section 9(a) of chapter 372
2 of the acts of 1984 is hereby amended by striking from the first
3 line of the first sentence the words “Except for the acquisition of
4 any water supply source or right to a water source, which right is
5 vested exclusively in the division of watershed management”.
6 Said section 9(a) is further amended by striking from the first sen-
-7 tence the words “and provided, that no property or rights,
8 including water rights, comprising the watershed system shall by
9 taken”. Said section 9(a) is further amended by striking out the

10 third sentence thereof.

1 SECTION 17. On July 1, 2001, employees of the watershed
2 management division of the metropolitan district commission
3 whose duties are directly related to such watershed management
4 shall become employees of the Authority under the terms and con-
-5 ditions set forth in section 4(g) of chapter 372 of the acts of 1984.
6 All employees of the Authority waterworks division not employed
7 by said division of watershed management of the metropolitan
8 district commission prior to July 1, 2001, shall become members
9 of the contributory retirement system refer-red to as the "Massa-

-10 chusetts Water Resources Authority Retirement System”
11 described in section 7(d) of said chapter 372 of the acts of 1984.
12 All persons transferred to the Authority on July 1, 2001 who are
13 members of the state employees’ retirement system on account of
14 employment by the metropolitan district commission prior to said
15 date shall continue to be members of the state employees’ retire-
-16 ment system and subject to the laws applicable thereto, and nei-
-17 ther the Authority nor the Authority’s Retirement System shall
18 have any liability for retirement allowances to or on account of
19 such persons.
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1 SECTION 18. Section 119 of chapter 92, as appearing in the
2 1998 Official Edition of the General Laws, is hereby amended to
3 change “ Commission” tp “Authority” under section 8.

1 SECTION 19. Section 120 of chapter 92, as appearing in the
2 1998 Official Edition of the General Laws, is hereby repealed.

1 SECTION 20. Chapter 36 of the acts of 1992 is hereby
2 amended as follows: Section 6is hereby repealed; section 10 is
3 hereby amended to substitute “director of waterworks division of
4 the Massachusetts Water Resources Authority’ for "director of
5 division of watershed management”; section 12 is hereby
6 repealed; section 15 is hereby amended to substitute "division of
7 waterworks of the Massachusetts Water Resources Authority” for
8 “division of watershed management”; section 16 is hereby
9 repealed.

1 SECTION 21. This act shall take effect upon its passage
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