
HOUSE 2463
By Mr. Sullivan of Braintree, petition of Joseph C. Sullivan, Robert

A. Havern and another for a legislative amendment to the Constitution
relative to the expenditure of monies from the Highway Fund,
Transportation,

In the Year Two Thousand and One

Proposal for a legislative amendment to the constitution rela-
TIVE TO THE EXPENDITURE OF MONIES FROM THE HIGHWAY FUND.

1 A majority of all the members elected to the Senate and House
2 of Representatives, in joint session, hereby declares it to be expe-
-3 dient to alter the Constitution by the adoption of the following
4 Article of Amendment, to the end that it may become a part of the
5 Constitution [if similarly agreed to in a joint session of the next
6 General Court and approved by the people at the state election
7 next following]:

8 ARTICLE OF AMENDMENT.

9 Article LXXVIII of the Amendments to the Constitution, as
10 amended by Article CIV, is hereby further amended by substi-
ll tuting therefor the following three paragraphs:
12 No revenue from fees, duties, excises or license taxes relating
13 to registration, operation or use of vehicles on public highways, or
14 to fuels used for propelling such vehicles, shall be expended for
15 other than cost of administration of laws providing for such rev-
-16 enue, making of refunds and adjustments in relation thereto, pay-
-17 ment of highway obligations, or cost of construction,
18 reconstruction, maintenance and repair of public highways and
19 bridges, and mass transportation lines and of the enforcement of
20 state traffic laws, and for other mass transportation purposes; and
21 such revenue shall be expended by the Commonwealth or its
22 counties, cities and towns for said highway and mass transporta-
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23 tion purposes only in such manner as the general court may direct.
24 Revenue received from the sources described in the foregoing
25 paragraph shall be placed in a separate fund which shall be known
26 as the Highway Fund and shall be maintained by the Treasurer.
27 Additional revenue as from time to time directed by the general
28 court may also be placed in said Highway Fund. No revenue
29 placed in the Highway Fund may be transferred to another fund or
30 account on the books of the Commonwealth and no such revenue
31 may be appropriated or expended for purposes except those set
32 forth in the foregoing paragraph.
33 Notwithstanding the provisions of the first paragraph of this
34 Article LXXVIII, to ensure that road and bridge construction will
35 occur and be paid for on a regular schedule, not less than sixty
36 percent of all revenue received in said Highway Fund in any fiscal
37 year shall be appropriated and expended the following fiscal year
38 for the cost of constructing and reconstructing public highways
39 and bridges and for no other purpose. One-fifth of the sum
40 required by the preceding sentence to be appropriated and
41 expended for constructing and reconstructing public highways and
42 bridges may be directed to cities and towns to pay for municipal
43 highway and bridge construction or reconstruction projects or for
44 repair of roads and bridges. The general court shall establish and
45 may from time to time amend a formula for the annual distribution
46 of funds to cities and towns which shall be based on each munici-
-47 pality’s population, highway needs and demonstrated willingness
48 to pay its share of road construction and repair costs. The phrase
49 “constructing and reconstructing public highways and bridges” as
50 used in this paragraph includes only the actual cost for designing
51 and building capital improvements for roads and bridges, but not
52 mass transportation lines, and the payment of interest or debt
53 obligations arising from such designing and building capital
54 improvements for roads and bridges. The phrase excludes all other
55 expenditures authorized in the first paragraph of this Article.
56 This amendment shall not apply to revenue from any excise tax
57 imposed in lieu of local property taxes for the privilege of regis-
-58 tering such vehicles.
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