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To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives

We are filing today for your consideration the attached legislation entitled “An Act
Relative to the Reorganization of Certain Functions within the Executive Office of
Environmental Affairs,”

This legislation streamlines the operation of the Commonwealth’s regional park
system, skating rinks and golf courses while ensuring responsible environmental
stewardship. Among other improvements, the attached plan:

privatizes the management and maintenance of the Metropolitan District
Commission’s skating rinks and golf courses;

transfers responsibility for school crossing supervision on MDC parkways to local
municipalities;

transfers MDC public rights-of-way to the Massachusetts Highway Department
pursuant to written assurances that said rights-of-way be maintained at the same
levels as were in place prior to the transfer, and

transfers responsibility for the Hunter Safety Program from the Division of Law
Enforcement at the Department of Fisheries and Wildlife to the Division of
Fisheries and Wildlife at said Department.

We urge your prompt and favorable consideration of this bil

Respectfully submitted,

Jane Swift(A/geo Paul Cellucci
Governor .Lidutenant Governor
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In the Year Two Thousand and One.

An Act relative to the reorganization of certain functions
WITHIN THE EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF ENVIRONMENTAL AFFAIRS.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows:

1 SECTION I. Section 4E of chapter 21 of the General Laws, as
2 appearing in the 1998 Official Edition, is hereby amended by
3 striking out the second paragraph.

1 SECTION 2. Section 7 of chapter 22C of the General Laws, as
2 so appearing in the 1998 Official Edition, is hereby amended by
3 striking out in line 5 thereof the following words: — school
4 crossing guards and.

1 SECTION 3. Section 14 of chapter 131 of the General Laws, as
2 so appearing, is hereby amended by striking out, in lines 6 and 7,
3 lines 12 and 13, line 15, line 16, line 18, line 25, and line 28, the
4 words “law enforcement”, and inserting in place thereof the
5 following words:— “fisheries and wildlife”. Said section 14 of
6 said chapter 131, as so appearing, is hereby further amended by
7 striking out, in line 17, the words “fisheries and wildlife”, and
8 inserting in place thereof the following words:— law enforcement.

1 SECTION 4. Section 10 of chapter 132 A of the General Laws
2 is hereby repealed.

1 SECTION 5. Section 131 P of chapter 140 of the General Laws,
2 as appearing in the 1998 Official Edition, is hereby amended, by
3 inserting after the words “law enforcement”, in line 8 thereof, the
4 following words;— or division of fisheries and wildlife.
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1 SECTION 6. Section 56A of chapter 231 of the acts of 1985 is
2 hereby amended by striking out, in the first sentence of the second
3 paragraph, the words “and the hunter safety enforcement bureau,
4 each bureau”.

1 SECTION 7. Section 56A of chapter 231 of the acts of 1985 is
2 hereby amended by striking out the first sentence of the fourth
3 paragraph and inserting in place thereof the following sentence:—
4 Environmental enforcement officers appointed under the authority
5 of this section shall be assigned to the inland enforcement bureau,
6 the coastal enforcement bureau, or the boating and recreational
7 vehicle safety enforcement bureau within the division, and may be
8 reassigned as required.

1 SECTION 8. Section 8 of chapter 676 of the Acts of 1985 is
2 hereby amended by striking out the words “state recreation areas
3 fund” and inserting in their place the following words:— conser-
-4 vation trust, as established by section 1 of chapter 132 A of the
5 Massachusetts General Laws.

1 SECTION 9. Notwithstanding the provisions of any general or
2 special law to the contrary, the metropolitan district commission
3 shall coordinate with certain municipalities, including but not lim-

-4 ited to Boston, Cambridge, Chelsea, Everett, Malden, Medford,
5 Melrose, Milton, Quincy, and Somerville to transition the respon-

-6 sibility for providing school crossing supervision on metropolitan
7 district commission parkways as most recently funded under
8 item 2440-1202 of section 2 of chapter 159 of the acts of 2000, by
9 August 1, 2001. The metropolitan district commission shall exe-

-10 cute said transition in a manner which ensures public safety.

1 SECTION 10. Notwithstanding the provisions of any general or
2 special law to the contrary, care, custody, and control of the public
3 rights-of-way under the jurisdiction of the metropolitan district
4 commission on June 30, 2001, are hereby transferred from the
5 metropolitan district commission to the department of highways,
6 and said rights-of-way shall thereafter be state highways, subject,
7 without limitation, to all laws, rules, regulations and orders
8 applicable to state highways; provided, that the secretary of the
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9 executive office of environmental affairs and the secretary of the
10 executive office of transportation and construction shall enter into
11 a memorandum of understanding within 90 days of the passage of
12 this act. Such memorandum shall provide that the public rights-of-
-13 way under the jurisdiction of the metropolitan district commission
14 as of June 30, 2001 shall be transferred to the department of high-
-15 ways; and provided further, that the subject transfers shall not
16 adversely affect the environmental, recreational, or public safety
17 missions of the metropolitan district commission.

1 SECTION 11. The commonwealth, acting by and through the
2 division of capital asset management and maintenance on behalf
3 of the metropolitan district commission, is hereby authorized, sub-
-4 ject to the provisions of sections 40E to 40K, inclusive, of
5 chapter 7of the General Laws, to lease and enter into other agree-
-6 ments, for a term not to exceed 25 years, providing for the use,
7 operation, maintenance, repair and/or improvement to the
8 following state owned buildings and facilities together with the
9 land and appurtenances associated therewith: Kelly Rink, Jamaica

10 Plain; Melnea Cass Memorial Complex, Roxbury; Steriti Memo-
-11 rial Rink, Boston; Daly Memorial Rink, Brighton; Simoni Memo-
-12 rial Rink, Cambridge; Emmons Horrigan O’Neill Memorial Rink,
13 Charlestown; Veterans Memorial Rink, Somerville; Veterans
14 Memorial Rink, Waltham; Porazzo Memorial Rink, East Boston;
15 Allied Veterans Memorial Rink, Everett; Connery Memorial Rink,
16 Lynn; LoConte Memorial Rink, Medford; Flynn Memorial Rink,
17 Medford; Cronin Memorial Rink, Revere; Devine Memorial Rink,
18 Dorchester; Shea Memorial Rink, Quincy; Murphy Memorial
19 Rink, South Boston; Connell Memorial Complex, Weymouth;
20 Reilly Memorial Rink, Brighton; Bajko Memorial Rink, Hyde
21 Park; Ulin Memorial Rink, Milton; Bryan Memorial Rink, West
22 Roxbury; the Leo J. Martin Golf Course, Newton and Weston; and
23 the Ponkapoag Golf Course, Canton. The Kasabuski Memorial
24 Rink in Saugus, the J.P Metropolis Rink in Canton, and the Veter-
-25 an’s Rink in Arlington, which are currently under existing lease
26 agreements, shall be deemed included within and subject to the
27 provisions of this section upon expiration of such lease agree-
-28 ments. Such leases and other agreements shall be on terms accept-
-29 able to the commissioner of the division of capital asset
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30 management and maintenance and the commissioner of the metro-
-31 politan district commission and, notwithstanding the provisions of
32 any general or special law to the contrary, shall provide for the
33 tenants to manage, operate, improve, repair, and maintain the
34 properties. Any such lease or other arrangements requiring
35 improvements to be made to any buildings must include a descrip-
-36 tion of all required improvements and, at a minimum, perfor-
-37 mance specifications. The tenants or recipients must bear the full
38 cost of all capital improvements to said properties during the term
39 of such leases or other agreements. All consideration received
40 from the leases or other agreements shall be payable to the metro-
-41 politan district commission for deposit into the Metropolitan Parks
42 Trust Fund, established by section 34 of chapter 92 of the General
43 Laws. The said tenants or recipients of the said properties shall
44 bear all costs deemed necessary or appropriate by the commis-
-45 sioner of the division of capital asset management and mainte-
-46 nance for the transaction, including without limitation all costs for
47 legal work, survey, title, and the preparation of plans and specifi-
-48 cations.

1 SECTION 12. Sections 3,4, and 8 shall become effective upon
2 passage of this act. All other sections will become effective on
3 July 1,2001.

This Document Has Been Printed On 100% Recycled Paper.








