
HOUSE 3232
By Mr. Marini of Hanson, petition of Francis L. Marini and other

members of the House for legislation to create a state traffic commis-
sion to reduce traffic flow and increase highway safety. Transporta-
tion.
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In the Year Two Thousand and One

An Act to establish a state traffic commission.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows:

1 A state traffic commission is hereby established that will con
2 sist of the following permanent members: the secretary of trans
3 portation or his designee, the superintendent of the state police or
4 his designee, the commissioner of highways or his designee, the
5 commissioner of public safety or his designee, the registrar of
6 motor vehicles or his designee and the chairman of the Massachu-

-7 setts turnpike authority or his designee. The commission is
8 directed to coordinate and implement on an ongoing basis a multi-
-9 faceted approach to reducing traffic flow and increasing safety on

10 state and interstate highways. The commission is further directed
11 to integrate new technologies and concepts in highway travel into
12 their approach, and to focus on the needs of drivers without
13 restricting the freedom of the traveling public. Said commission
14 shall also direct attention to issues surrounding driver distraction,
15 including but not limited to, the influence of communications
16 technologies such as wireless telephones, pagers, facsimile
17 machines, locator devices, AM/FM radios, compact disc players,
18 audio cassette players, video, citizens band radios and dispatch
19 radios. The commission works in conjunction with the agencies
20 represented on the commission, and a vote of the commission will
21 be considered binding on said agency in question. A vote of pas-
-22 sage consists of four members, including the member, either the
23 commissioner of highways or the chairman of the Massachusetts
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24 turnpike authority, whose agency has jurisdiction over the road or
25 roads in question. Local town and county ways are not within the
26 jurisdiction of the commission. The commission will submit on an
27 annual basis to the governor and the joint committee on ways and
28 means and the joint committee on transportation a report that
29 addresses activities undertaken to improve traffic flow and
30 increase safety, and recommendations on what is needed to further
31 improve traffic flow and safety. Said report will include docu-
-32 mented increases and decreases in commuter travel times as mea-
-33 sured on interstate highway route 90, the Massachusetts turnpike,
34 between the Weston tolls and the end of the turnpike and on state
35 highway route 93 south, the southeast expressway, between the
36 Furnace Brook Parkway exit and the Dewey Station tunnel and on
37 state highway route 3 south of Boston between exits 11 and 17
38 during the times 6 A.M. to 10 A.M. on the northbound side and
39 from 3 P.M. to 7 P.M. on the southbound side. Said report will
40 also include documented statistics on driver safety on state and
41 interstate highways.
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