
HOUSE No. 3589
By Mr. Caron of Springfield, petition of Paul E. Caron, Mary S.

Rogeness, Reed V. Hillman, Anthony J. Verga and Emile J. Goguen
relative to authorizing certain health care personnel to notify the
Registry of Motor Vehicles'when they believe a patient is mentally,
physically or in any other way incapable of operating a motor vehicle.
Public Safety.

In the Year Two Thousand and One

An Act relative to authorizing certain health care personnel to
NOTIFY THE REGISTRY OF MOTOR VEHICLES WHEN THEY BELIEVE A
PATIENT IS MENTALLY, PHYSICALLY OR IN ANY OTHER WAY INCAPABLE

OF OPERATING A MOTOR VEHICLE.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, asfollows:

1 SECTION 1. Notwithstanding any general or special law to the
2 contrary, the Registry of Motor Vehicles medical advisory board,
3 as established by Massachusetts General Law chapter 90
4 section 88, is hereby directed to establish a list of medical condi-
-5 tions and impairments which may incapacitate a person to the
6 extent that he or she may not be able to safely operate a motor
7 vehicle on the roadways of the Commonwealth; provided further
8 that said medical advisory board shall also establish guidelines for
9 a “driver’s evaluation test” to determine if the medical condition

10 in question warrants the suspension and further investigation of
11 said condition; provided further that said list of medical condi-
-12 tions and guidelines for the “driver’s evaluation test” shall be
13 completed by July 1, 1996.

1 SECTION 2. Notwithstanding any general or special law to the
2 contrary, after July 1, 1996, any licensed medical health care
3 provider designated by the Registry of Motor Vehicles medical
4 advisory board, who believes that a patient is mentally, physically
5 or in any other way incapacitated to such an extent that said
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6 patient would be a threat to the public safety if allowed to operate
7 a motor vehicle on the roadways of the Commonwealth, shall rec-
-8 ommend in writing that said individual be given a driver’s evalua-
-9 tion test by the Registry of Motor Vehicles; provided that said

10 recommendation shall contain a description of the medical condi-
-11 tion in question; provided that a copy of said recommendation
12 shall be given to the patient and the Registry of Motor Vehicles
13 medical advisory board; provided further that within five days of
14 receiving such recommendation the Registry of Motor Vehicles
15 will notify the patient that a driver’s evaluation test will be
16 required in order for said patient to retain his or her driver’s
17 license; provided further that said driver’s evaluation test shall
18 take place within fourteen days of the Registry of Motor Vehicles
19 notification to said patient. Failure of the patient to submit to the
20 driver’s evaluation test shall be deemed to be sufficient evidence
21 for the Registry of Motor Vehicles to immediately suspend the
22 patient’s license to operate a motor vehicle.

1 SECTION 3. Based on the result of the driver’s evaluation test
2 established in section 2of this act, the Registry of Motor Vehicles
3 will make a determination whether or not the medical condition in
4 question presents a great enough hazard to the patient’s ability to
5 operate a motor vehicle to warrant further investigation. If the
6 Registry of Motor Vehicles determines that further investigation is
7 needed, the patient’s license to operate a motor vehicle shall be
8 immediately suspended, and a hearing before the medical advisory
9 board shall be scheduled within thirty days to determine the extent

10 of the public safety hazard presented by the patient’s continued
11 operation of a motor vehicle, and to determine if said patient war-
-12 rants a license revocation, or restriction based on the medical con-
-13 dition in question; provided that the decision of the medical
14 advisory board shall be issued in writing within seven days of said
15 hearing; provided further that said patient may appeal the board’s
16 decision to the Commonwealth’s Board of Appeals.

1 SECTION 4. The list of medical conditions to be established by
2 the Registry of Motor Vehicles medical advisory board shall not
3 be all inclusive. A medical professional may recommend the
4 driver’s evaluation test for other conditions not mentioned on
5 said list.
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1 SECTION 5. Any report or recommendation made pursuant to
2 this act shall not be used for any purpose other than assisting the
3 Registry of Motor Vehicles in determining the driving ability of
4 the individual in question. .

1 SECTION 6. The medical professional responsible for recom-
-2 mending the driver’s evaluation test for a patient shall in no way
3 be held liable for any damages arising from said recommendation;
4 provided further that no civil or criminal action arising from said
5 recommendation may be taken against said medical professional.

1 SECTION 7. All medical boards of registration and certifica-
-2 tion within the Commonwealth shall notify their members in
3 writing of the ramifications of this act within ninety days of its
4 passage.
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