
HOUSE No. 3797
By Mr. Fallon of Malden, petition of Christopher G. Fallon relative

to motor vehicle speed limits on certain city and town ways. Public
Safety.

In the Year Two Thousand and One

An Act relative to speed limits on certain city and town ways.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, asfollows:

1 SECTION 1. The first paragraph of section eighteen of
2 Chapter 90 of the General Laws, as appearing in the 1998 Official
3 Edition, is hereby amended by striking said paragraph and
4 inserting in place thereof the following;
5 Section 18. For the purposes of this section the words “func-
-6 tionally classified local street” as defined by the Metropolitan
7 Planning Organization shall mean a public way in a residential
8 area and a public way between a residential and a minor commer-

-9 cial area. The city council, the transportation commission of a
10 municipality, the board of selectmen, park commissioners, a
11 traffic commission, or traffic director, on a way within their con-

-12 trol, may make special regulations as to the speed of motor vehi-
-13 cles and may prohibit the use of such vehicles altogether on such
14 ways; provided, however, that except in the case of speed regula-
-15 tion, no such change in a special regulation shall be effective
16 unless it shall have been published in one or more newspapers, if
17 there be any, published in the municipality in which the way is sit-
-18 uated; provided, further, that nothing contained herein shall be
19 construed as affecting the right of the metropolitan district corn-

-20 mission or of the department of environmental management to
21 make rules and regulations, governing the use and operation of
22 motor vehicles on lands, roadways and parkways under its care
23 and control. No such regulation shall be effective until there shall
24 have been erected upon the ways affected signage as customarily
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25 used by the department of highways setting forth the speed or
26 other restrictions established by the regulation, and then only
27 during the time such signs are in place.

1 SECTION 2. Section eighteen of Chapter 90 of the General
2 Laws, as appearing in the 1998 Official Edition, is hereby
3 amended by inserting between the first and second paragraph
4 thereof the following paragraph:—
5 Notwithstanding the foregoing, any city or town that accepts
6 the provisions of this paragraph may establish a speed limit of not
7 less than 15 miles per hour for a way that is a functional local
8 street and no state approval shall be required; provided, however,
9 that prior to establishing such speed limit such city or town shall

10 determine the length and location of each thickly settled or busi-
-11 ness districts of said local streets, as determined by the Depart-
-12 ment of Highways, within such city or town and state and shall
13 keep a map of such districts available to the public in the office of
14 the city or town clerk; provided further, that any city or town
15 establishing a speed limit under this paragraph, shall inform the
16 Department of Highways of its location within thirty days after
17 establishing such speed limit.
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