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To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives

I am filing today for your consideration the attached legislation entitled “An Act
Revising the Membership of the Woods Hole, Martha’s Vineyard and Nantucket
Steamship Authority.”

The Woods Hole, Martha’s Vineyard and Nantucket Steamship Authority has
served as the Islands’ lifeline for the last 40 years. It has provided reliable ferry service
between the Cape and the Islands, exercising exemplary fiscal responsibility. Yet
changing times require careful examination of regional concerns. Traffic congestion at
the ferry ports in Hyannis and Woods Hole has become intolerable. We must consider
environmentally responsible alternatives that will benefit travelers while preserving the
treasured beauty of the Cape and Islands region. Expanding ferry service from other
ports to divert traffic should serve to ease traffic congestion. New Bedford may provide
such relief
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Just as my legislation expands voting rights, it also redistributes financial risk to
reflect the weighted vote. This means that in the event the Authority runs a deficit, each
community will bear a financial responsibility. Again, however, the Islands will have
joint power to veto any plan that is not financially feasible.

This legislation will strengthen the Authority by including critically important
voices in its governance. I urge your favorable consideration of this important legislation.

Respectfully submitted.

iM 6)VJUtf
Jane slvift
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In the Year Two Thousand and One

An Act revising the membership of the woods hole, martha s vine-
yard AND NANTUCKET STEAMSHIP AUTHORITY.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, asfollows:

1 SECTION 1. Section 3 of chapter 701 of the acts of 1960, as
2 amended, is hereby amended by striking out the second paragraph,
3 as most recently amended by section 24 of chapter 235 of the acts
4 of 2000, and inserting in place thereof the following paragraph;—
5 The Authority shall consist of five persons to be appointed as
6 follows: one resident of the county of Dukes county by the county
7 commissioners thereof; one resident of the town of Nantucket by
8 the selectmen thereof; one resident of the town of Barnstable by
9 the town council thereof; one resident of the town of Falmouth by

10 the selectmen thereof; and one resident of the city of New Bed-
-11 ford by the mayor thereof with the approval of the city council.
12 Each member shall serve for a term of three years or until his suc-
-13 cessor has been appointed and qualified, provided that persons
14 who are members of the Authority on the effective date of this act
15 shall continue to serve without reappointment for the balance of
16 the terms for which they were appointed. The successor of each
17 member shall be appointed in the same manner for a like term,
18 except that any person appointed to fill a vacancy shall serve only
19 for the remainder of the unexpired term. Any member may be
20 removed for cause by his respective appointing authorities.

1 SECTION 2. Section 3 of said chapter 701 is hereby further
2 amended by striking out the third paragraph and inserting in place
3 thereof the following paragraph:—
4 Upon the effective date of this act, the member from the county
5 of Dukes County shall remain chairman of the Authority until
6 December 31, 2001. Beginning on January I, 2002, the chairman-
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7 ship of the Authority shall rotate every year in the following
8 order: first, the member from Falmouth; second, the member from
9 Nantucket; third, the member from the county of Dukes county;
10 fourth, the member from Barnstable; and fifth the member from
11 New Bedford.

1 SECTION 3. Section 3 of said chapter 701 is hereby further
2 amended by striking out the fourth paragraph, as most recently
3 amended by section 103 of chapter 33 of the acts of 1991, and
4 inserting in place thereof the following paragraph:—
5 The Authority shall elect one of the members as vice-chairman
6 and as secretary and shall also elect a treasurer who need not be a
7 member of the Authority. Three members of the Authority shall
8 constitute a quorum. The votes of the members of the Authority
9 shall be weighted such that the county of Dukes county member’s

10 vote shall count as 30% of the whole; the Nantucket member’s
11 vote shall count as 25% of the whole; and the Barnstable, Fal-
-12 mouth, and New Bedford members' votes shall each count as 15%
13 of the whole, to the end that the votes of the county of Dukes
14 county and Nantucket members, if cast on the same side of any
15 motion placed before the Authority, shall pass or defeat that
16 motion. A vote of greater than 50% of the weighted vote shall be
17 necessary for any action taken by the Authority. No vacancy in the
18 membership of the Authority shall impair the right of a quorum to
19 exercise all the rights and perform all the duties of the Authority.
20 Before the issuance of any steamship bonds under the provisions
21 of this act, each member of the Authority shall execute a surety
22 bond to the commonwealth with a surety company authorized to
23 transact business in this commonwealth as surety in the penal sum
24 of ten thousand dollars, and the treasurer shall execute such a
25 bond in the penal sum of twenty thousand dollars conditioned
26 upon the faithful performance of the duties of his office. Each
27 surety bond shall be approved by the attorney general and filed in
28 the office of the state secretary. The members of the Authority
29 shall serve without compensation. Each member shall be reim-
-30 bursed for his actual expenses necessarily incurred in the perfor-
-31 mance of his duties. All expenses incurred in carrying out the
32 provisions of this act shall be paid solely from funds provided
33 under the authority of this act, and no liability or obligation shall
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34 be incurred by the Authority hereunder beyond the extent to
35 which monies shall have been provided under authority of this act.

1 SECTION 4, Paragraph (e) of Section 4 of said chapter 701, as
2 amended most recently by section 25 of chapter 235 of the acts of
3 2000, is hereby amended by striking out the first three sentences
4 of said paragraph and inserting in place thereof the following
5 clause: —

6 To acquire, hold and dispose of real and personal property,
7 including additional vessels and fixtures, for its corporate pur-
-8 poses; to lease or charter any of its vessels when in the opinion of
9 the Authority they are not required for the purposes of this act;
10 and to contract by license, lease, charter or other arrangement for
11 the provision of excursion service by other persons to and from
12 the islands of Martha’s Vineyard and Nantucket from any point on
13 the mainland of the commonwealth, when it shall be deemed nec-
-14 essary or desirable to serve the purposes of this act.

1 SECTION 5, Section 9 of said chapter 701 is hereby amended
2 by striking out the seventh paragraph and inserting in place
3 thereof the following paragraph:—
4 In case the commonwealth shall be called upon in the calendar
5 year 1962 or in any subsequent calendar year to pay the Authority
6 any amount under this section on account of any such deficiency
7 for the calendar year 1961 or any subsequent calendar year, such
8 amount with interest or other charges incurred in borrowing the
9 money for the purpose, except such amounts as may be appropri-

-10 ated by the general court therefor, shall be assessed on the towns
11 of Barnstable, Falmouth, and Nantucket, the county of Dukes
12 county and the city of New Bedford, in the following proportions:
13 15% on each of Barnstable, Falmouth, and New Bedford; 25% on
14 Nantucket; and 30% on the county of Dukes county. The county
15 commissioners of the county of Dukes county shall allocate such
16 assessment upon said county to be paid severally by the towns in
17 said county, excepting the town of Gosnold, in the same propor-
-18 tions as in the assessment of the county tax.

1 SECTION 6. The fourth paragraph of section 15 of said
2 chapter 701 is hereby amended by striking out the first sentence
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3 and inserting in place thereof the following sentence:— No con-
-4 tract shall be awarded by the Authority for construction work or
5 for the purchase of equipment, supplies or materials, whether for
6 repairs or original construction, the estimated cost of which
7 amounts to one thousand dollars or more, except in cases of
8 special emergency involving the health, convenience or safety of
9 the people using the facilities of the Authority, unless proposals

10 for the same have been invited by advertisements in at least one
11 newspaper published in each of the towns of Falmouth, Nantucket
12 and Barnstable, the city of New Bedford and the county of Dukes
13 county once a week for at least two consecutive weeks, the last
14 publication to be at least one week before the time specified for
15 the opening of said proposals.

1 SECTION 7. Section 15A of said chapter 701 is hereby
2 amended by striking out the first two paragraphs and inserting in
3 place thereof the following two paragraphs;—
4 The Authority shall post and advertise in at least one newspaper
5 published in each of the towns of Falmouth, Nantucket and Barn-
-6 stable, the city of New Bedford and the county of Dukes county
7 all proposed schedule changes no later than sixty days prior to the
8 effective date of said proposed changes. In the event that the
9 Authority shall receive, within thirty days of said posting and

10 advertising, a petition signed by no fewer than fifty persons who
11 are residents of the towns of Falmouth, Nantucket and Barnstable,
12 the city of New Bedford and the county of Dukes county
13 requesting a public hearing on said proposed changes. The
14 Authority shall, within fourteen days of receiving said petition,
15 conduct said public hearing.
16 The location of said hearing shall be in Falmouth, Barnstable,
17 New Bedford, or on Martha’s Vineyard or Nantucket, wherever
18 the greatest number of petitioners reside.
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