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An Act to ArTiioinzK the interstate coNSOLinATEU street
(^jf^j^ QOO

KAILWAY COMPANY' TO CAUUY THE UNITED STATES MAIL, HAG- "^

GAGE AND SMALL PARCELS OF MERCHANDISE.

Be it enacted, etc., as foUoics :

Section 1. The Interstate Consolidated Street Rail- May act as a

, .
common earner

way Com[)any is hereby authorized to act as a common of merchandise,

carrier of baggage and small parcels of merchandise, and
to carry the United States mail : provided, lioivever, that Proviaos.

said company shall not so act in any town until author-

ized so to do by the selectmen of such town ; and
2))'0vided, further, that said company shall in carrying

baggage and small parcels be subject to such by-laws as

may from time to time be made by such town ; and shall

also be subject to the provisions of chapter seventy-three

of the Public Statutes and of all other laws relating to

common carriers.

Section 2. This act shall take effect upon its passage.

Approved May 16, 1900.

An Act to revise the charter of the city of Gloucester. Qhajj 323
Be it enacted, etc., as foUotvs

:

Title One.

municipal government.

Section 1. The inhabitants of the city of Gloucester, city of

i> II /• 1 • 1 i 1 -J.* u 1 • Gloucester.
tor all purposes for which towns and cities are by law in-

corporated in this Commonwealth, shall continue to be a

body politic and corporate, under the name of the City of

Gloucester, and as such shall have, e.xercise and enjoy all

the rights, immunities, powers and privileges, and shall

be subject to all the duties and obligations, now pertain-

ing to and incumbent upon the said city as a municipal
corporation.

Section 2. The administration of all the fiscal, pru- AdminiBtration

dential and municipal affairs of the said city, with the affa"r"fl°'etc?

government thereof, shall be vested in an executive de-

partment, which shall consist of one officer, to be called

the mayor, and a legislative department, which shall con-
sist of a single body, to be culled the city council, the

members thereof to be called councilmen. The executive

department shall never exercise any legislative power, and
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the legislative department shall never exercise any execu-

tive power, except as hereinafter provided.
Eight wards. Section 3. The territory of the city shall be divided

into eight wards, as at present constituted, until the same
shall be changed in accordance with law.

Title Two.

Calling of
elections.

Municipal elec-

tion and munic-
ipal year.

Election of
mayor, council-
men, etc.

Vacancy in

office of mayor
or president of
city council.

Vacancy in

office 01 ward
councilman.

ELECTIONS AND MEETINGS.

Section 4. All elections for national, state, county,

district and municipal officers, and for other purposes,

shall be called by order of the city council, according to

the provisions of the general laws of the Commonwealth.
Section 5. The annual municipal election shall be

held on the first Tuesday in December, and the municipal

year shall begin at ten o'clock in the forenoon on the first

Monday of January next following.

Section 6. At such municipal election the qualified

voters shall give in their votes in the several wards for

mayor, president of the city council, councilmen at large,

school committee, commissioners of public works, and
assessors, or such of them as are to be elected by and
from the qualified voters of the city at large as provided

in this act, and three councilmen and one assistant assessor

from each ward, to be elected by and from the qualified

voters in each ward respectively, and the person receiving

the highest number of votes for any office shall be deemed
and declared to be elected to such office ; and whenever
two or more persons are to be elected to the same office

the several persons up to the number required to be chosen

receiving; the hiijhest number of votes shall be deemed and
declared elected. If it shall appear that there is no choice

of mayor, or of a president of the city council, or if the

person elected mayor or president of the city council shall

refuse to accept office, or shall die before qualifying, or

if a vacancy in either of said offices shall occur more than

three months before the expiration of the municipal year,

the city council shall forthwith order a special election,

and the same proceedings shall be had in all respects as

are hereinbefore provided for the election of mayor and
president of the city council, and shall be repeated until

the election of the mayor or the president of the city

council is completed. If the full luimber of councilmen
from wards has not been elected, or if a vacancy in the
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office of ward councilman shall occur more than three

months liefore the exjuration of the municipal year, the

city council shall forthwith order a special election to be

held in the ward to fill the vacancy.

Sectiox 7. General meetings of the inhabitants may General meet.

from time to time be held according to the right secured lanu?^
'"^^'''"

to the people by the constitution of this Commonwealth,
and such meetings may, and, upon request in writing of

fifty qualified voters setting forth the purposes thereof,

shall be duly called by the city council.

Title Three,

the legislative department.

Section 8. The city council shall be composed of nine city council,

councilmen at large and twenty-four ward councilmen, who etc!'*°"'
^^'^™'''

shall sit and act as one legislative body. They shall be

elected as follows : — The nine councilmen at large shall

be elected by and from the qualified voters of the whole
city, and in voting for such councilmen at large no voter

shall vote for more than five, and the nine having the

highest number of votes shall be declared elected ; and
three councilmen from each of the eight wards shall be

elected by and from the qualified voters respectively in

each ward. They shall hold ofiice for the municipal year
beginning with the first Monday in January next follow-

ing their election and until a majority of the succeeding

city council are elected and qualified. The councilmen
shall receive no compensation for their services.

Section 9. The mayor elect, the president of the city oath of office of

council elect, and the councilmen elect, shall annually, on dent*of cuy*'"

the first Monday of January, at ten o'clock in the fore-
council, etc.

noon, meet and be sworn to the faithful discharge of their

duties. The oath shall be administered by the city clerk,

or in his absence by any justice of the peace, and shall be

duly certified on the journal of the city council. In case

of the absence of the mayor elect or the president elect on
the first Monday of January, or if a mayor or president

shall not then have been elected, the oath of ofiice may at

any time thereafter be administered to either of them in

the presence of the city council ; and at any time thereafter

in like manner the oath of office may be administered to

any member of the city council who has been previously

absent or subsequently elected ; and every oath shall be
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City clerk to be
clerk of city

council, etc.

President of
city council,
term, riglits

and powers, etc.

Vacancy in
office of council-
man at large.

Vacancy in

board of com-
missioners of
public works or
assessors.

duly certified as aforesaid. After the oath has been
administered to the president and couucilmen present the

city council shall be called to order l)y the president. In
case of his absence the councilmen shall be called to order

by the city clerk. The city clerk shall be clerk of the city

council, but these offices shall nevertheless remain distinct

and independent. The clerk of the city council shall keep
a journal, containing a record of the proceedings of the

city council, and a record at large of all votes taken by
roll call, and he shall engross, sign and attest all ordi-

nances and resolutions of the city council.

Sectiox 10. The president of the city council shall

hold otfice for the municipal year beginning with the first

Monday in January next following his election and until

a successor is elected and qualified. He shall preside at

the meetings of the cit}^ council and have all the rights and
powers of a presiding officer, shall appoint all committees
of the city council, and may at any time address the city

council, but shall have no vote unless the city council is

equally divided. His succession to the office of acting

mayor under the provisions of section twenty-three of this

act shall constitute a temporary vacancy in the office of

president, and the city council shall elect by ballot one
of their number to act as president pro tempore during
such temporary vacancy.

Section 11. If the full number of councilmen at large

has not been elected at the annual municipal election, or

if a vacancy occurs thereafter in the office of councilman
at large, the city council shall forthwith elect by a majority

vote of all the members thereof a qualified voter of the

city, not a member of the city council, to fill the vacancy
for the remainder of the municipal year. Should there

fail to be a choice of a member of the board of commis-
sioners of public works, or of assessors, at the municipal

election, or should a vacancy thereafter occur in either of

the above named boards, by resignation or otherwise, such
vacancy shall be filled for the remainder of the municipal

year by the city council, in the same manner as a vacancy
in the office of councilman at large is filled, and at the next

annual municipal election there shall be elected on the

general ticket, in addition to the members of the above
named boards then to be elected for the term of three

years, such other members for the unexpired terms as

may be necessary to fill vacancies, so that the term of but
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one moinbor ot" ii board shall expire in the same year.

lu case there should tail to be a choice of an assistant Vacancy in

1 ,
I 1

• • 1 1 J
• oflice of aMBist-

assessor in any ward at the annual municipal election, or am assessor.

should a vacancy thereafter occur, the city council may
elect a qualitied voter in the ward wherein the vacancy

occurred, to serve as assistant assessor for the remainder

of the municipal year.

Section 12. The mayor may at any time call a special
^fjlfj;'/ c^T''

meeting of the city council, and shall call a special meeting council.

upon request in writing of one third of the members
thereof. The mayor shall cause written notice of such

special meeting, with a statement of the subjects to be

considered thereat, to be given in hand to each member,
or to be left at his usual place of residence at least twenty-

four hours before the time appointed for such meeting

;

and no final action shall be taken at such special meeting
on any business not stated in such notice, except with

the unanimous consent of all the members of the city

council.

Section 13. The city council shall determine the rules city council to

of its own proceedings and shall be the judge of the elec- of us^ro^e'i-'''

tion and qualitications of its own members. The city
oTeiecUoulff''

council shall sit with open doors, and the journal of its its members,

proceedings shall be open to public inspection. The vote

of the city council upon any question shall be taken by
roll call when the same is requested by two members. A Quorum, etc.

majority of all the members of the city council shall be

required to constitute a quorum, but a smaller number
may adjourn from day to day. In the absence of the

president the city council shall choose one of their num-
ber to act as president i)ro tempore, and a plurality of

the votes cast shall be sufficient for a choice.

Section 14. The city council shall annually in the Treasurer, cuy

month of January elect by affirmative vote of a majority eiecuonfterm,

of all the members thereof, a treasurer, a collector of *^''=-

taxes, who may be the treasurer, a city clerk, a city

auditor, and a city engineer, who shall hold office, begin-

ning with the first Monday of the following February,

until their successors are chosen and qualified : provided, Proviso.

however, that any of the officers named in this section

may be removed at any time by said city council for suffi-

cient cause, by a two thirds vote of all the members
thereof. The said treasurer, tax collector, auditor, city

clerk, and city engineer, shall perform such duties as may
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City council,
powers and
duties.

Streets, high-
ways, etc.

Damages.

Expenditure of
money.

Width, etc., of
streets to be
approved.

be prescribed by ordinance, and they shall perform all the

duties and exercise all the powers imposed or conferred

upon them by law.

Section 15. The city council shall, except as is other-

wise provided herein, have and exercise all the legislative

powers, authorities and duties of towns, the powers of

boards of aldermen, and of the ma^^or and aldermen and
city councils or common councils of cities under the

general laws, and the powers now vested by special laws

in the city of Gloucester or in the city council, the com-
mon council, the aldermen, or the mayor and aldermen of

said city. The city council shall, with the approval of

the mayor, have exclusive authority to order the laying

out, locating anew, altering, widening or discontinuing

of town ways, streets or highways, and to order specific

repairs or a change of grade, without any appeal there-

from to the county commissioners. Whenever in the

opinion of the city council the public necessity and con-

venience require that a highway or street should be laid

out, or that any existing highway, street or town way
should be laid out anew, altered, Avidened or discontinued,

or that specific repairs or a change of grade should be

made therein, the city council shall appoint a time and
place for a public hearing, and shall cause a notice thereof

and of its intentions in the matter to be given, as now
required l)y general laws in the case of towm ways. Said

hearing may be adjourned from time to time if the city

council deems it necessary ; and after such hearing the

city council shall determine what action, if any, the

public necessity and convenience require, and the way
or street shall be laid out, located anew, altered, widened
or discontinued, or specific repairs or a change of grade

shall be made, if so determined. The damages sustained

by any person thereby shall be assessed and awarded by
the city council, and any person aggrieved by the assess-

ment of his damages or other action of the city council

under this section may have the remedies provided by
general laws in the case of town ways. All expenditure

of money for material and labor required at any time

under the provisions of this section shall be made under

the direction and management of the board of public

works. No street or way shall hereafter be opened over

any private land and dedicated to or permitted to be used

by the public, or by the owners, lessees or occupants
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thorcof, until the width, location and grade of the same
have been approved by the mayor and city council.

Section l(i. Every ordinance, order, resohition or certain onii.

, ^ • ^ • 1 ,1 • !• Ti L' nances, etc., ta
vote which involves the appropriation or expenditure ot have two read.

money to an amount which may exceed one hundred dol- '°s«'^*°-

lars, the layinir ot" an a^sscssmeut, or the grantinii^ to a

person or corporation of any right over or under any
street or other puljlic ground of said city, shall be read

twice, with an interval of at least seven days between the

two readings, before being tinally passed, and the vote

upon its tinal passage shall be taken by roll call.

Section 17. Every ordinance, order, resolution or certain ordi-

vote of the city council, except such as relates to its own bo^su^Vct^to*"

internal atiairs, to its officers or employees, to the election
^^y°r,^lif

of city clerk, auditor, tax collector, city engineer, or

treasurer, to the declaration of a vacancy in the office of

mayor and the removal of other officers, shall be presented

to the mayor for his approval or disapproval, and like

proceedings shall be had thereon as are provided in such

cases by the general laws relating to cities.

Section 18. The city council shall have power within city council

said city to make and establish ordinances and by-laws, "rdLlnces,'^^^

and to affix thereto penalties as herein and by general law affile penaitieH,

provided, without the sanction of any court or justice

thereof: provided, Jioioever, that all by-laws and regula- Proviso,

tions now in force in the city of Gloucester and not incon-

sistent herewith shall remain in force until they expire by
their own limitation or are revised or repealed by the city

council.

Section 19. No member of the city council shall ^embers of

1 • I' I'li'i 1111 1 "^''y council not

during the term lor which he is elected hold any other to hold other

office in or under the city government, nor have the ex-
*'' ^ ° '^^' ^

*''

penditure of any money appropriated by the city council,

or act as counsel in any matter before the city council or

any committee thereof, and no person shall be eligible for

appointment to any municipal office established by the

city council during any municipal year for which he is

elected councilman, until the expiration of the succeeding

municipal year.

Title Four.

executive department.

Section 20. The mayor shall have and exercise all Executive

^1 • -\ • rv powers vested

the executive powers of the city, to be carried into etiect in mayor, etc.
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Term of office,

salary, etc.

May snspeDd
officers for
cause, etc.

To appoint cer-

tain executive
officers, etc.

President of
city council to

act in case of
vacancy in

office of mayor,
etc.

by himself or through the several boards or officers in

their departments, under his general supervision and con-

trol. He shall communicate to the city council such

information and recommend such measures as in his judg-

ment the interests of the city may require, and shall cause

the laws, ordinances and orders for the government of the

city to be obeyed. The mayor shall hold office for the

municipal year, beginning with the first Monday in Janu-

ary next following his election, until his successor is

elected and qualified. He shall cause a record of all his

official acts to be kept, and his salary shall be twelve hun-

dred dollars per annum, and such additional sums as the

city council may establish by ordinance passed by vote

of two thirds of all the members thereof; such ordinance

however shall not take efi'ect until the year succeeding

that in w^hich it was passed.

Section 21. The mayor may in writing suspend any

officer for cause, and he shall at once report such action

and his reasons therefor to the city council. The suspen-

sion of any officer shall, in fifteen days after the said report

is made, be a removal, unless within that time the officer

asks for a hearing before the city council, which shall

forthwith be granted ; and if after such hearing the city

council votes that the mayor's suspension be not sus-

tained the officer shall at once be reinstated.

Section 22. The mayor shall appoint, subject to con-

firmation or rejection by the city council, the executive

officers established by or under this act, unless their elec-

tion or appointment is herein otherwise provided for. In

case of any vacancy in the office to which appointment is

made by the mayor he may personally perform the duties

thereof, but shall not be entitled to receive any salary or

pay attaching thereto.

Section 23. Whenever there is a vacancy in the office

of mayor, or whenever by reason of sickness, absence from

the city or other cause the mayor shall be unable to attend

to the duties of the office, the president of the city coun-

cil shall, as acting mayor, exercise all the rights and powers

of the mayor during such vacancy, inability or absence,

but shall not make any permanent appointment unless

authorized so to do by vote of the city council.
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Title Five,

school committee.

Section 24. The school committee shall consist of
fet^Jiicti^nT"'

the mayor, who shall be ex officio chairman of the board, term, etc

and nine other persons, three to be chosen at each annual
election and to hold office for the term of three years from
the first Monday in January next following. The present

school committee shall continue to hold office until the

expiration of the terms for which they w ere elected. The
school committee shall serve without pay, and shall have
the care and superintendence of the public schools, and
the appointment of all janitors of school buildings, who
shall be under their direction and control. All grants

and appropriations of money for the support of schools,

and for the erection and repair of schoolhouses in said

city, shall be made by the city council, in the same man-
ner in which grants and appropriations are made for other

city purposes. Should there tail to be a choice of mem- vacancicB.

bers of the school committee at the annual election the

vacancies shall be filled by a joint vote of the city coun-
cil and school committee, and vacancies thereafter occur-

ring shall be filled in like manner.
Section 25. The school committee shall on the first superintendent

. 1 /• 11°' schools, elec-

Monday in eJune, or as soon thereafter as may be, choose tion, term, etc.

by a vote of a majority of its members, but not from their

own number, a superintendent of schools, who shall be

under their direction and control. Such superintendent

shall hold office for the term of one year from the first

Monday in July in the year of his election, unless sooner

removed by a vote of a majority of all the members of

the school committee.

Title Six.

departments and administrative officers.

Section 26. There shall be the following department ^?p?'"^'^®°'. ^"'^

and administrative officers, who shall perform the duties officers.

imposed upon them respectively by law and by this act,

and such further duties, not inconsistent with the nature

of their respective offices, as the city council may prescribe.

I. A board of public works, to consist of three com- Board of ptibiic

missioners, to be elected by the qualified voters at large
'*'""'''*•
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Board of public at the first municipal election after the acceptance of this

act ; one for the term of one year, one for the term of two
years and one for the term of three years from the first

Monday in January next following ; and thereafter annu-
ally by the voters at large at the annual municipal elec-

tion, one commissioner of public works, to serve for the

term of three years. The board of public works shall

have control, except as provided in section fifteen of this

act, of the construction, alteration, repair, maintenance,
care and management of ways, streets, highways, side-

walks and bridges, and the lighting and watering thereof,

of the construction, extension, alteration, repair and care

of public sewers and drains, and of the construction,

alteration, repair, maintenance and care of all the public

buildings, except that the use and occupancy of the public

school buildings and grounds shall be under the control

of the school committee, the use and occupancy of the

engine houses and buildings and grounds of the fire de-

partment shall be under the control of the fire commis-
sioner, the public parks shall be under control of the park
commissioners, and the Huntress Home shall be under the

control of the trustees of the home. Said board of public

works shall also have the care, superintendence and man-
agement of the public grounds belonging to the city ; the

care and control of the shade and ornamental trees stand-

ing in the streets and public ways ; the supervision of
electric light, street railway, telephone and telegraph

wires and poles, and of gas pipes, and of the erection and
removal thereof. Said board shall further have and exer-

cise the powers and authority vested by the laws of the

Commonwealth in superintendents of streets, surveyors

of highways, road commissioners of towns, sewerage com-
missioners, and inspectors of buildings, and shall annually

appoint a superintendent of streets, to act under their

direction, and may employ engineers, clerks and such

other assistants as they deem necessary, and may fix the

compensation of their appointees. No person or corpora-

tion authorized by law or by the city council to dig up
any public street or sidewalk in said city shall begin such

digging before furnishing to the board of public works
security satisfactory to them to restore such street or

sidewalk to its former condition.
Water depart- H. A watcr department, to be under the charge of

three commissioners, to be appointed in the manner pro-
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vided by chapter four hundred and fifty-one of the acts of

the year eighteen hundred and ninety-five. The present

members of the board of water counnis.sioners shall con-

tinue to hold their respective oflices according to the

tenure thereof. The l)oard of water commissioners shall

exercise the powers and discharge the duties granted to

and imposed upon them by law, and shall have charge of

the construction, repair and maintenance of the water

works, and shall also exercise all the powers and duties

granted to and imposed upon the city of Gloucester by

said chapter four hundred and fifty-one, including the

purchase or taking of land or other property or rights.

III. A tire department, to be under the charge of one Fire depart.

fire commissioner, to be appointed by the mayor and con-

firmed by the city council, who shall hold ofiice for the

term of one year from the first Monday in February next

following his appointment. The fire commissioner shall

appoint the chief engineer and such assistant engineers

as the city council shall from time to time prescribe, and,

upon the recommendation of the board of engineers, such

officers and members of the fire department as the city

council may from time to time determine. The chief

engineer shall hold office for the term of one year begin-

ning with the first Monday in February next following

his appointment. The fire commissioner shall have charge

of the engines and apparatus, of hydrants and all movable

property appertaining to the fire department, and the con-

trol and management of all the aflairs pertaining to the

fire department of the city.

IV. A police department, to consist of a city marshal ^entf
''^^'"^'

and such number of patrolmen and other officers of the

department as the city council may determine. The city

marshal shall hold office for one year and until his suc-

cessor is appointed and qualified, unless sooner removed.

The mayor shall have exclusive power to appoint the city

marshal, and to remove him whenever in his judgment the

interests of the city so require. The order for his removal

shall be filed in the office of the city clerk. The mayor
shall have the exclusive power to appoint all other mem-
bers of the police department, subject to confirmation by

the city council, to hold office during good liehavior, but

he may remove any such member for cause, in the manner
provided in section twenty-one of this act. The police

department shall be under the charge of the city marshal.
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Assessing de-
partment.

Board of health. y^ ^ board of health, to be elected as follows: — In
the month of January next following the acceptance of
this act the city council shall elect two qualified voters,

one to serve for the term of one year and one to serve

for the term of two years from the first Monday in Feb-
ruary next following, who, together with the city physi-

cian, shall constitute the board of health ; and thereafter

annually in the month of January the city council shall

elect a qualified voter of the city to serve as a member
of the board of health for the term of two years from the

first Monday in February next following. The board of
health shall also be commissioners of public cemeteries,

and shall have the general care, direction and control of

public burying places, and all work in and upon the same,
and shall have and exercise all the powers and duties made
incumbent upon boards of health by the laws of the Com-
monwealth and by the ordinances of the city of Gloucester.

VI. The assessing department, to be under the charge
of three assessors, to be elected by ballot by and from the

qualified voters at large at the annual municipal election,

to serve for the term of three years from the first Monday
in January next following their election. The present

members of the board of assessors shall continue to hold
their respective offices according to the tenure thereof, and
at the first municipal election after the acceptance of this

act the city council shall provide for the election of the

member to fill the vacancy occurring at the end of the

municipal year, so that the term of but one assessor shall

expire in the same year.

VII. The law department, to be under the charge of

the cit}' solicitor, who shall be elected annually by the

city council during the month of April, for the term of

one year from the first da}^ of May next following. He
shall perform all legal services required by the city, and
attend to all proceedings at law or in equity in which the

city is a party, and to all claims presented to the city

council. For said purposes he shall have sole charge of

all such matters and proceedings. He shall give in writing

his legal opinion upon any of the municipal affairs of the

city, upon the request of the mayor or the city council,

and in addition shall give his opinion as to any legal ques-

tion arising in any department, upon request made by the

head of such department.
VIII. The engineer department, to be under the charge

of the city engineer.

Law depart-
ment.

Engineer de
partoient.
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IX. The city clerk department, to be under the charge city cierk de-

ofthe city clerk.
' ^"''™''"*-

X. The treasury department, to be under the charge Treasury

of the city treasurer.
^ departn>er,t.

Xr. The collectino; department, to be under the charge Collecting

of the collector of taxes.
^ department.

XII. The auditing department, to be under the charge Auditing
/•,i ., T, ° department.

ot the city auditor.

XIII. The charity department, to be under the charge charity

of three overseers of the poor. There shall l)e elected
'i^P''"-*"^^"'-

annually in the month of January by the city council, one
overseer of the poor for the term of three years from the

first Monday in February next following his election.

The present members of the board of overseers of the

poor shall continue to hold office for the terms for which
they were severally elected.

XIV. The sinking fund department, to be under the sinking fund

charge of three commissioners, to be elected by the city
'^*'p^'"*™®"*-

council, to have the control and management of the sinking
funds of the city, subject to the laws relating thereto.

XV. A public park department, to be under the Public park

charge of five park commissioners, as now established by
^^p**"*™®"*-

law, who shall have the control and management of the

public parks of the city, subject to the laws relating

thereto. Said commissioners shall be appointed by the

mayor, subject to confirmation by the city council, and
the present commissioners shall continue to hold office for

the terms for which they were severally appointed.

XVI. A board of trustees of the Huntress Home. Trustees of

XVII. A city physician, who shall be appointed by the uome^f**

mayor with the approval of the city council, for a term of city physician.

three years.

The city council may by ordinance establish additional
jJ^fifigtrTthe'

administrative offices and define the duties of the incum- oiiicesmaybe

bents thereof, and such officers shall be subject to the

provisions of this act.

The above named officers and members of boards shall, ^%*e!fppoimed

unless otherwise provided by this act or by law, be '^y the mayor
. . , n • 1 1 (> T 11 annually, etc.

appointed annually in the month oi January by the mayor,
subject to confirmation by the city council, and shall hold

office for the term of one year from the first Monday of

February next following their appointment. All of said

officers, including members of said boards, whether elected

at large or by the city council, or appointed by the mayor,
shall be sworn to the faithful discharofe of their duties
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and shall hold office until their respective successors are

elected, or appointed, and qualified.

All officers and boards shall, in the exercise of the duties

imposed upon them, be deemed to be public officers, and
for their acts the city shall not be liable, except so far as

liability may now exist for the acts of public officers per-

forming the same duties.

Title Seven.

Boards to elect
perraauent
chairmen, etc.

City auditor,
powers and
duties.

Certain officers

entitled to seats
with city coun-
cil, etc.

Adralnietratlve
officers, etc.,

may appoint or
remove clerlvs,

etc.

GENEKAL PROVISIONS.

Section 27. Each of the above named boards shall at

its first meeting, on the first Monday in February in each

year or as soon thereafter as may be, choose by ballot a

permanent chairman from among its members, unless a

chairman is otherwise provided. No person shall be

chosen permanent chairman unless he receives the votes

of a majority of the members of the board, and he may
be removed from such chairmanship by the like vote.

Each of said boards shall, unless it has a clerk as herein-

before provided, choose a secretary from among its mem-
bers, in the manner above prescribed for the choice of a

chairman, and may remove him in like manner.

Section 28. The city auditor shall, on the first busi-

ness day of every month, audit all accounts in which the

city is concerned as debtor or creditor, and shall report to

the city council as it may direct. He shall have access

at all times during business hours to all the books and
vouchers of the city treasurer.

Section 29. The chairman of the board of public

works, the chairman of the board of water commission-

ers, a member of the school committee appointed by the

committee for that purpose, the fire commissioner, and
the city auditor, shall be respectively entitled to seats

with the city council, and shall have the right to discuss

all matters relating to their respective departments, but

shall have no right to vote. They shall be notified in like

manner with the councilmen of all meetings of the city

council. The mayor may at any time address the city

council in person.

Section 30. The administrative officers and boards

above named in this act, and all administrative officers

and boards established by the city council and not coming
within the department of any officer or board so above
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named, shall have power, except as herein otherwise pro-

vided, to appoint or empk)y and to remove or discharge

all clerks and employees in their respective departments.

Such appointments shall not be for any specified term

but shall hold good until the incumbent is removed or

discharged. Orders of removal shall state the grounds

thereof, and shall be entered upon the records of the

officer or board making the same, and removals shall take

effect upon the filing of the copy of such order with the

city clerk, who shall record the same in a book provided

for the purpose, which book shall be open to public

inspection.

Section 31. Every board and every officer above Record of

d,. . 1 i»i 11111 official transac-
who IS not a member ot a l)oard shall keep a rec- uous to be kept.

ord of all official transactions, and such record shall be

open to public inspection.

Section 32. No person shall be elected or appointed no[e1igibiT°°*

to any office established by this act unless at the time of

such election or appointment he has been a citizen of the

United States for at least one year, nor to any office,

except on the board of public works, or in the fire de-

partment, or to the office of city marshal, or superinten-

dent of schools, unless at the time of such election or

appointment he has been a resident of the city for at least

one year.

Section 33. Any office established by or under this offices to be-

act shall become vacant if the incumbent thereof ceases undeVcenain

to be a resident of the city. The conviction of the in-
'conditions.

cumbent of any office of a crime punishable by imprison-

ment shall create a vacancy in the office held by him.

Section 34. The school committee and every officer Estimate of ex.

and board having the expenditure of money shall annu-
p''"*''*'

ally, on or before the first day of November, furnish to

the mayor an itemized estimate of the money required for

the ensuing financial year. The mayor shall examine such

estimates and shall, on or before the fifteenth day of Novem-
ber, submit them to the city council, with his itemized and

detailed recommendations thereon. The city council shall,
^penTitiues"*'

on or before the fifteenth day of December in each year, etc

appropriate the amount necessary to meet the expenditures

of the following year, and such appropriation shall not

thereafter be increased nor any subsequent appropriation

be made, except by a vote of two thirds of all the mem-
bers, taken by call of the yeas and nays. No expenditure
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of public money from the annual appropriation order shall

be authorized, except by a vote of a majority of all the

members of the city council, taken by call of the yeas and

nays. No expenditure of public money shall be made by
any officer or board, nor any lialiility incurred by or on
behalf of the city, beyond the amount duly appropriated

therefor, set forth and contained in the annual or some
subsequent appropriation order of the city council.

Section 35. The city council shall establish by ordi-

nance the regular salaries or remuneration of the officers

provided for b}" this act, in case the same is not fixed

herein, and of such other officers as may hereafter be pro-

vided for ; and no ordinance of the city council changing

any such salary or remuneration shall take effect until the

municipal year succeeding that in which the ordinance is

passed. Such salary shall be in full for all services

rendered to the city liy the officer receiving the same.

Section 36. The city council shall take care that no

money is paid from the treasury unless it be granted or

appropriated, and shall secure a just and proper account-

ability by requiring bonds with sufficient penalties and

sureties from the treasurer and all other persons entrusted

with the receipt, custody or disbursement of public money.
It shall as often as once a year cause to be published for

the use of the inhabitants a particular account of the re-

ceipts and expenditures of the city for that year, and a

schedule of all the city property and of the city debt.

Section 37. No sum appropriated for a specific pur-

pose shall be expended for any other purpose, and no
expenditure shall be made nor liability incurred by or

in behalf of the city until an appropriation has duly been

voted by the city council sufficient to meet such expen-

diture or liability, together with all unpaid prior liabilities

which are payable out of such appropriation.

Section 38. Nothing herein contained shall affect the

enforcement of the provisions of chapter three hundred
and twenty of the acts of the year eighteen hundred and
eighty-four, being " An Act to improve the civil service

of the Commonwealth and the cities thereof", or of any
acts in amendment thereof or in addition thereto, or of

the rules made by the commissioners appointed there-

under ; and the city council shall make sufficient appro-

priations for carrying out and enforcing said act and such

rules in said city.
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Section 30. Administrative boards, and ofliccrs hav- Employment

ing oharire ot" a department shall, within their respective
"fc^'o'^nYrac'ts!''"^

departments, employ all labor, make and execute all neces- ^'<=-

sary contracts, purchase all materials and supplies, and
shall in general have the immediate direction and control
of all executive and administrative business ; and they
shall at all times be accounta])le for the proper discharoje

of their duties to the mayor, as chief executive of the
city. All contracts made by any officer or board shall,

when the amount involved is three hundred dollars or
more, be in writing, and no such contract shall be deemed
to have been executed until the approval of the mayor is

affixed thereto. All such contracts shall be accompanied
by a bond with sureties satisfactory to the officer or board
having the matter in charge, or a deposit of money or
other securities for the faithful discharge of such contract,

and such bond, money or other securities shall be deposited
with the city clerk until the contract has been carried out
in every respect ; and no such contract shall be altered,

except by written agreement of the contractor, the sureties

on his bond, and the officer or board making the contract,

with the approval of the mayor affixed thereto.

Section 40. The city council shall establish tire limits city council

within the city, and may from time to time change or umltstetc!'
^"^

enlarge the same ; and may by ordinance regulate the

construction of all buildings erected within said tire limits,

specifying their situation, size, and the material of which
they shall be constructed, and may make such other rules

and regulations as shall tend to prevent damage by tire,

provided the same are not inconsistent with the laws of
the Commonwealth.

Section 41. So much of any act as is inconsistent Repeal, etc

herewith is hereby repealed, but the passage of this act

shall not affect any right accruing or accrued, or any suit,

prosecution or other legal proceeding pending at the time
when it takes effect by acceptance, as herein provided,
and no penalty or forfeiture previously incurred shall be
affected thereby. All persons holding offices in said city at

the time when this act shall be accepted as aforesaid shall

continue to hold such offices until the organization of the

new city government hereby authorized is effected, and un-
til their respective successors are chosen and qualified. All
by-laws and ordinances of the city of Gloucester in force at

the time when said acceptance takes effect, and not incon-
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sistent with the provisions of this act, shall continue in

force until the same are repealed by the city council. No
act which has heretofore l)een repealed shall be revived by
the repeal of any part of the acts mentioned in this section.

Section 42. The question of the acceptance of this

act shall be submitted to the voters of the city of Glouces-

ter at the annual state election in the present year. The
vote shall be taken by ballot in accordance with the pro-

visions of chapter five hundred and forty-eight of the acts

of the year eighteen hundred and ninety-eight, and acts in

amendment thereof and in addition thereto, so far as the

same shall be applicable, in answer to the question :
" Shall

an act passed by the general court in the year 1900, entitled

' An Act to revise the Charter of the City of Gloucester ',

be accepted?"; and the affirmative votes of a majority

voting thereon shall be required for its acceptance. In

case this act shall fail thus to be accepted by the voters

of said city at its first submission it may at a succeeding

annual state election again be submitted for acceptance,

but not after four years from the passage thereof.

Section 43. So much of this act as authorizes the

submission of the question of its acceptance to the voters

of said city shall take efl'ect upon its passage, but it shall

not take further effect until accepted by the voters of the

city, as above provided ; and it shall then take full effect.

Approved May 18, 1900.
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324 -A^ -^CT TO PROVIDE ACCOMMODATIONS FOR THE COURTS OF THE
COUNTY OF MIDDLESEX AT CAMBRIDGE, FOR A STABLE AT THE
LOWELL JAIL, AND FOR IMPROVEMENTS AT THE TRUANT SCHOOL

IN NORTH CHELMSFORD.

Be it enacted, etc., as folloivs

:

Section 1. The county commissioners of the county
of Middlesex are hereby authorized and empowered to

make necessary repairs and alterations in the old registry

of deeds and court buildings in Caml)ridge to adapt them
to the uses of the courts and public offices of the county,

and to expend therefor and for necessary furnishings a

sum not exceeding forty thousand dollars.

Section 2. Said county commissioners may erect a

suitable stable in the enclosed yard of the Lowell jail, at

a cost not exceeding five thousand dollars.

Section 3. Said county commissioners may provide

for the truant school buildings and property in North


