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®tje Commontoealtl) of iflassadutsctts

In the Year Two Thousand and Two

Striking out all after the enacting clause and inserting in place
thereof the following

1 “Chapter 269 of the General Laws, as appearing in the 2000
2 Official Edition, is hereby amended by striking out section 14 and
3 inserting in its place the following:—
4 Section 14. (a) A person commits the offense of communicating
5 a terroristic threat if that person:
6 (1) Makes a terroristic threat, which is: (A) a threat to commit

or cause to be committed a crime which, if committed, could
8 result in death, bodily injury to any person, or property damage,
9 whether or not the defendant had the intent or ability to carry out

10 the crime; or (B) a threat that explosives, an explosive or incen-
-11 diary device, a dangerous chemical or biological agent, a poison, a
12 harmful radioactive substance, or any other device, substance or
13 item capable of causing death, bodily injury to any person or
14 property damage, is present or will be present at a place or loca-
ls tion, whether or not the same is in fact present;
16 (2) makes the threat with the intention to cause or in reckless
17 disregard of the risk of causing: (A) any person to fear death,
18 bodily injury or property damage; (B) the evacuation or serious
19 disruption of a school, dwelling, building, place of assembly or
20 facility of public transport; or (C) public inconvenience or alarm;
21 and in writing, through an electronic communication device or by
22 other means, including a threat implied by conduct or by any com-
-23 bination of means, to any person.
24 (b) A person convicted of communicating a terroristic threat
25 shall be punished by:
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26 (1) imprisonment in the state prison for not more than 20 years,
27 or by a fine of not more than $50,000, or by both imprisonment
28 and fine, if the terroristic threat was communicated with the intern
29 tion of, or in reckless disregard of the risk of causing: (A) five or
30 more people to fear death or bodily injury; (B) the evacuation or
31 serious disruption of a school, school related event or school
32 transportation; (C) the evacuation or serious disruption of a court-
-33 house or court proceeding; (D) the evacuation or serious disrup-
-34 tion of a church, synagogue, or other place of worship; (E) the
35 evacuation or serious disruption of a cemetery or other place used
36 for the purpose of burial or memorializing the dead; or (F) the
37 evacuation or serious disruption of a governmental office or gov-
-38 ernmental meeting;
39 (2) imprisonment in the state prison for not more than 10 years,
40 or by a fine of not more than $lO,OOO, or by both imprisonment
41 and fine, if the terroristic threat was communicated with the inten-
-42 tion of, or in reckless disregard of the risk of causing: (A) two or
43 more people to fear death or bodily injury; (B) the evacuation or
44 serious disruption of any other type of dwelling, building, place of
45 assembly or facility of public transport; or (C) serious public
46 inconvenience or alarm; and
47 (3) in all other cases, a person convicted of communicating a
48 terroristic threat shall be punished by imprisonment in the state
49 prison for not more than 5 years, or in the house of correction for
50 not more than 2Vi years, or by fine of $5,000, or by both imprison-
-51 ment and fine.
52 (c) For purposes of this section, “school” shall include any
53 public or private preschool, headstart facility, elementary, voca-
-54 tional or secondary school, college or university.

55 (d) A city or town may, upon recommendation of its chief law
56 enforcement officer, pay a reward to any person or persons, other
57 than law enforcement officers, who supply information or assis-
-58 tance in obtaining a conviction under the provisions of this
59 section.
60 (e) The court shall, after conviction, conduct a hearing to ascer-
-61 tain the extent of costs incurred, damages and financial loss suf-
-62 fered by an individual, public or private entity and the amount of
63 property damage caused as a result of the defendant's crime.
64 A person found guilty of violating this section shall, in all cases,
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65 upon conviction, in addition to any other punishment, be ordered
66 to make restitution to the individual, public or private entity for67 any costs incurred, damages and financial loss sustained as a
68 result of the commission of the crime. Restitution shall be
69 imposed in addition to incarceration or fine, and not in lieu
70 thereof; provided, however, the court shall consider the defen-
-71 dant s present and future ability to pay in its determinations
72 regarding a tine. In determining the amount, time and method of
73 payment of restitution, the court shall consider the financial
74 resources of the defendant and the burden restitution will impose
75 on the defendant.”.
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