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To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives

1 am filing for your consideration the attached legislation entitled, “An Act
Designating the Renovated Old Suffolk County Courthouse as the John Adams
Courthouse.”

This legislation will name the portion of the Suffolk County Courthouse in
Pemberton Square, Boston, known as the “Old Courthouse,” and now being renovated
as the John Adams Courthouse, in honor of John Adams, author of the Constitution of
the Commonwealth ofMassachusetts and second President of the United States.

I believe you will agree it is fitting to name this historic courthouse, built during
the years 1886-1894, after John Adams, as one ofour most deserving citizens and an
extraordinary figure in the history of the Commonwealth, the history of the United State:
and the history of the Judiciary.

John Adams was the principal drafter of the Constitution of Massachusetts in
1780, which for the first time in history incorporated the idea ofan independent judicial

branch into the structure of democratic government. An independent judiciary
subsequently was adopted by the drafters of the United States Constitution, and lias been
one of the great hallmarks ofour country’s success and development as a nation under
law for the last 220 years.

In 1776, JohnAdams was appointed to be Chief Justice of the Supreme Judicial
Court, then called the Superior Court of the Judicature, but was prevented from service

to the Continental Congress. The historic
Court from the time it was built until the
’ourthouse” in about 1936. The Honorable

by his duties as Massachusetts’ representative
courthouse was home to the Supreme Judicial
construction of the Pemberton Square “New C
Oliver Wendell Holmes, Jr. spent much of his judicial career sitting in the historic
courthouse as a member of the Supreme Judicial Court, and as its Chief Justice until
1902, when he was appointed to the United States Supreme Court. Following its
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bienovation, this courthouse will once again
lommencing in the Court’s 312th year.

home to the Supreme Judicial Court

A. renewed recognition of John Adam contributions has occurred in recen
tonal delegation have secured fund
capital that will celebrate his

'ears. Members of the Massachusetts cc gre:

memorial to John Adams in the nation
:ontributions as our second President and Drafter of the United States Constitution, as

veil as honoring other deserving members of this notable Massachusetts family. The
;oincidence of this renewed recognition of Adam’s contributions with the restoration o

honor him in Massachusett,his courthouse provides a unique opportune v

ric courthouse after John Adams willThe restoration and naming of the hi it
enable us to resurrect the building as a major civic institution of the Commonwealth, an
to ensure it that becomes a living repository of the great documents and a living
memorial to the great achievements of his time.

The restoration project approved by the General Court is one of which the people
the Commonwealth can be most proud. Naming it after a figure about which they can

be equally proud would be a fitting and exciting way to celebrate our heritage and mark
the century.

I strongly urge your favorable consideration of this legislation

Respectfully submitted.
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In the Year Two Thousand and Two.

An Act designating the renovated old Suffolk county courthouse
AS THE JOHN ADAMS COURTHOUSE.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, asfollows:

1 SECTION I. The portion of the Suffolk County Courthouse in
2 Pemberton Square known as the Old Courthouse, now being reno-
-3 vated, shall be designated as the John Adams Courthouse, in
4 honor of John Adams, author of the Constitution of the Common-
-5 wealth of Massachusetts and second president of the United
6 States. The division of capital asset management and maintenance
7 shall erect suitable markers bearing said designation in compli-
-8 ance with any applicable state or federal standards.

I SECTION 2. This act shall take effect upon its passage
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