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June 26, 2002

To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives

I am filing herewith for your consideration the attached bill entitled, “An Act
Relative to the Possession of Weapons Within Secure Areas ofAirports.”

Under current state law, it is not illegal to pass through or enter a secure area in e
airport with a firearm nor is it illegal to pass through or enter these secure areas with a
weapon, knife or other cutting device. This legislation establishes a felony offense to
occupy, attempt to enter or occupy a secure area ofan airport or airplane with a
prohibited weapon. It calls for increased penalties where such a breech is willful and
without regard to the safety ofhumans or with reckless disregard for human life. With
federal resources to prosecute those who would attempt to gain access to a secure area o
an airport with a firearm, dangerous weapon or cutting device limited, my proposal give;
state and local authorities jurisdiction and the discretion to pursue these important cases
in state court.

More than ever, federal and state authorities must instill confidence in airport
security and ensure the safety of the flying public. This bill is an important step to
meeting this public mandate.

I urge your favorable consideratic )f this legislation

Respectfully submitted
t. n rYiw

.Jape M, Swift
>\>vernor

Clk (Commontocaltfj of fflassaclnisrtts



[June7 HOUSE —No. 5190

In the Year Two Thousand and Two

An Act relative to the possession of weapons within secure areas
of airports.

1 Whereas, The deferred operation of this act would tend to
2 defeat its purpose, which is forthwith to criminalize certain con-
-3 duct at airports, therefore it is hereby declared to be an emergency
4 law, necessary for the immediate preservation of the public safety
5 and convenience.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows:

1 Chapter 269 of the General Laws is hereby amended by
2 inserting after section 12E the following section:—
3 Section I 2F. (a) For the purposes of this section, the following
4 words shall have the following meanings:—
5 “airplane”, an aircraft operated by an air carrier holding a cer-
-6 tificate issued under 49 USC 41101 or any aircraft ordinarily used

to transport passengers or cargo for hire
8 “cutting device”, any knife, cutlery, straight razor, box cutter or
9 other device containing a fixed, folding or retractable blade,
10 which are not included in the definition of section 10(b) of
11 chapter 269.
12 “prohibited weapon”, any infernal machine as defined in
13 section 102 A of chapter 266, any stun gun as defined in section
14 I 31J of chapter 140, any rifle, shotgun or firearm as defined in
15 section 121 of chapter 140 or any weapon as defined in section
16 10(b) of chapter 269,
17 “secure area”, any area of the airport where access to is
18 restricted through security measures by the airport authority or a
19 public agency; or, the area beyond a passenger or property
20 screening checkpoint at an airport.
21 “airplane cabin,” any passenger or flight crew areas within an
22 airplane when the airplane is on the ground in the state or over
23 the state.
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24 (b) Whoever, occupies, or attempts to enter or occupy, the
25 secure area of an airport or the cabin of an airplane knowingly
26 having in his possession or in his control and knowingly con-
-27 cealing, a cutting device or a prohibited weapon, notwithstanding
28 any license to possess such a weapon, shall be punished by
29 imprisonment in a house of correction for not more than 2 1/2
30 years or by imprisonment in the state prison for not more than 5
31 years or by a fine of not more than $5,000, or by both such fine
32 and imprisonment.
33 (c) Whoever, with intent to commit a felony, occupies, or
34 attempts to enter or occupy, the secure area of an airport or the
35 cabin of an airplane knowingly having in his possession or in his
36 control, a cutting device or a prohibited weapon shall be punished
37 by imprisonment in a house of correction for not more than 2 1/2
38 years or by imprisonment in the state prison for not more than 10
39 years or by a fine of not more than $lO,OOO, or by both such fine
40 and imprisonment.
41 (d) Whoever, with intent to commit a felony, places, attempts to
42 place, or attempts to have placed within the secure area of an air-
-43 port or the cabin of an airplane, a prohibited weapon or cutting
44 device, notwithstanding any license to possess such a weapon or
45 device, shall be punished by imprisonment in a house of correc-
-46 tion for not more than 2 1/2 years or by imprisonment in the state
47 prison for not more than 10 years or by a fine of not more than
48 $lO,OOO, or by both such fine and imprisonment.
49 (e) Whoever willfully and without regard for the safety of
50 human life, or with reckless disregard for the safety of human life,
51 violates subsections (b), (c) or (d) of this section shall be punished
52 by imprisonment in the state prison for not more than 20 years or
53 by a fine of not more than $20,000, or by both such fine and
54 imprisonment.

(f) This section shall not apply tc
56 (1) a law enforcement officer of a state or political subdivision
57 of a state, an officer or employee of the U.S. Government, or U.S
58 military personnel, authorized to carry prohibited weapons or cut-
-59 ting devices in an official capacity;
60 (2) a duly licensed individual transporting an unloaded, lawful
61 weapon or cutting device in baggage not accessible to a passenger
62 in flight and, in the case of a lawful weapon, if the air carrier was
63 informed of the presence of the weapon.
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64 (3) a cutting device, which is otherwise lawfully possessed,
65 ordinarily used in the course of the holder’s employment, trade or
66 occupation, while the holder is authorized to conduct such
67 employment, trade or occupation within a secure area of an airport
68 or airplane cabin.
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