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JANE SWIFT

June 26, 2002

) the Honorable Senate and House ofRepresentatives

I am filing herewith for your consideration the attached bill entitled, “An Act
'riminalizing the Possession and Use ofa Hoax Substance.”

This legislation would make it a felony to use a fake or hoax substance to cause
)üblic anxiety and fear. Since last September, when citizens ofseveral states were killec
font exposure to Anthrax sent through the mail, the presence ofa white powdery
nbstance that cannot be accounted for can cause widespread panic, evacuations and larg

ic safety responses

ividuals who capitalize and prey on fear to accomplish their objectives cannot
not go unpunished. This bill subjects individuals who utilize hoax substanc
prosecution and, if convicted, to jail time and fines. It provides a measured

: to a crime that can disrupt busine
Tcement resources.

and government alike and drain our preciou:

I urge your favorable consideration rf this legislation

Respectfully submitted.
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In the Year Two Thousand and Two.

An Act criminalizing the possession and use of a hoax substance.

1 Whereas, The deferred operation of this act would tend to defeat
2 its purpose, which is to forthwith criminalize the possession and use
3 of a hoax substance to cause public fear, therefore it is hereby
4 declared to be an emergency law, necessary for this immediate
5 preservation of the public safety and convenience.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows:

1 Section 102 A 1/2 of Chapter 266 of the General Laws, as
2 appearing in the 2000 Official Edition, is hereby amended by adding
3 the following clause:—
4 (d) Whoever possesses, transports, uses or places, or causes
5 another to knowingly or unknowingly possess, transport, use or
6 place any poison, chemical, biological or radioactive hoax sub-
-7 stance, with the intent to cause anxiety, unrest, fear or personal dis-
-8 comfort to any person or cause reaction on the part of any public or
9 volunteer public safety organization, shall be punished by imprison-

-10 ment in a house of correction for not more than 2 1/2 years or by
11 imprisonment in the state prison for not more than 5 years, or by a
12 fine of not more than $5,000.00, or by such fine and imprisonment.
13 For the purposes of this section, the term “chemical, biological or
14 radioactive hoax substance” shall include any powder, compound,
15 fluid, chemical or other composition, in any form, which would
16 cause a person to reasonably believe that such substance is a deadly
17 or harmful poison, chemical, biological or radioactive substance.
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