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The committee on State Administration, to whom was referred the
petition (accompanied by bill, Sen.
Robert Correia, Marc R. Pachec
members of the General Court for

ate, No. 2418) of Joan M. Menard,
o, Stephen M. Brewer and other
legislation relative to a land con-

ies and wildlife for the purposes ofeyance from the division of fisher
the southeastern Massachsetts bior
the accompanying bill (House, No.

ierve, reports recommending that
270) ought to pass.

For the tmmittee

GEOFFREY D. HALL
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An Act authorizing certain conveyances of land to establish
THE SOUTHEASTERN MASSACHUSETTS BIORESERVE.

(

3 detrimental to the economic welfare of the citizens of the com-
-4 monwealth and, in particular, the city of Fall River and the town
5 of Freetown. The creation of a suitable commercial and industrial
6 park, the so called Fall River Business Park, will further promote
7 the economic health of the commonwealth, the city of Fall River,
8 the town of Freetown, and other surrounding municipalities by
9 encouraging private investment and development. Thus, the devel-
-0 opment of the Fall River Business Park will increase the tax base,

1 provide important new employment opportunities and otherwise
2 benefit the general welfare of the citizens of the commonwealth,
3 said city of Fall River, said town of Freetown and other surround-

1
1

1
1

4 ing municipalities1

1 SECTION 2. The division of capital asset management and main-
-2 tenance, in consultation with the department of environmental
3 management may convey, notwithstanding the provisions of sec-
-4 tions 40E through 40J, inclusive, of chapter 7 and chapter 1218 of
5 the General Laws, to the Fall River Redevelopment Authority
6 three parcels of land containing 300 acres of land located in the
7 city of Fall River and the town of Freetown now a part of the
8 Freetown-Fall River State Forest and presently being used for
9 conservation and recreation purposes, to be more fully described
0 on a survey to be prepared at the time of transfer by the Fall River

1 Redevelopment Authority or the city of Fall River and approved
2 by the department of environmental management. Said con-

1
1
1

veyance shall be subject to adequate compensation as set forth in
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14 the terms and conditions of ‘The Memorandum Of Understanding
15 To Create The Southeastern Massachusetts Bioreserve” agreed to
16 by executive heads of the executive office of environmental
17 affairs, the department of environmental management, the depart-
-18 ment of fisheries, wildlife and environmental law enforcement,
19 the division of fisheries and wildlife, the city of Fall River, the
20 Fall River Redevelopment Authority, and the Trustees of Reserva-
-21 tions dated June 29, 2000.
22 Said parcels are shown on a plan titled “Areas within the Free-
-23 town-Fall River State Forest of Proposed Fall River Executive
24 Park and Associated Traffic Improvements” prepared by the
25 department of environmental management, dated July 15, 2002.

1 SECTION 3. The Fall River Redevelopment Authority may
2 purchase, notwithstanding the provisions of chapter 1218 of the
3 General Laws or any other general or special law to the contrary,
4 from the division of capital asset management and maintenance,
5 in consultation with the department of environmental manage-
-6 ment, and subject to terms acceptable to the parties and to the
7 department of environmental management, the parcels of land
8 described in section 1.
9 The Fall River Redevelopment Authority is authorized to

10 develop said land for commercial, industrial and other economic
11 development purposes, but expressly excluding any use of said
12 land for landfill or casino/gaming related purposes, without the
13 necessity of adopting or adhering to an urban renewal plan, as
14 defined in section 1 of chapter 121 B of the General Laws, and
15 with respect to said land the Fall River Redevelopment Authority
16 shall enjoy the statutory authority it would possess for land and
17 structures and other property within an urban renewal project as
18 defined by section I of said chapter 121 B.
19 The Fall River Redevelopment Authority and the town of Free-

-20 town are hereby authorized to enter into an inter-governmental
21 agreement with respect to the development of the portion of 300
22 acres of land which is located within the town of Freetown, as
23 described in section 1 and conveyed by section 2 of this act,
24 which both the authority and the town mutually agree said
25 authority shall be subject to with respect to said land.
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payment of up to $2,450,000.00pment Authority shall be (1) th
\ dollars, (2) conveyance of a co
5 mately 4,300 acres of land in ti

tion restriction on approxi
Fall River to the com

acts on the Freetown-Fall River
Redevelopment Authority’s pro-
acres, the so-called Fall River
jment that the Fall River Redevel-

6 monwealth, (3) mitigation imp
7 State Forest from the Fall River
8 posed development of the 300
9 Business Park, and (4) the requir

10 opment Authority create an appropriate buffer zone of approxi-
-11 mately 43 acres between its proposed development and the
12 remaining land of the Freetown-Fall River State Forest, as
13 described in the” Memorandum Of Understanding To Create The
14 Southeastern Massachusetts Bioreserve” dated June 29, 2000, said
15 buffer zone to fall within the 300 acres to be conveyed by this act.
16 The city of Fall River, by and through its Watuppa Water Board
17 and its municipal subdivisions and boards, is authorized to convey
18 to the commonwealth a conservation restriction, as defined in sec-
-19 tions 31 and 32 of chapter 184 of the General Laws, on approxi-
-20 mately 4,300 acres of land now held by said city and/or said board
21 for water supply purposes, as described on the Plan of the South-
-22 eastern Massachusetts Bioreserve attached to dated June 29, 2000,
23 and to be more fully described on a survey to be prepared by the
24 department of environmental management, the department of fish-
-25 cries, wildlife and law enforcement and the division of fisheries
26 and wildlife, if required. Said 4,300 acres of land shall be owned
27 in fee by the city of Fall River, by and through its Wattupa Water
28 Board, subject to rights created by the conservation restriction to
29 be held by the department of environmental management, the
30 department of fisheries, wildlife and environmental law and the
31 division of fisheries and wildlife. Said conservation restriction
32 shall provide for habitat and forestry management, public access
33 and passive recreation consistent with water supply protection.
34 The land subject to the conservation restriction will be managed
35 by the city of Fall River, acting through the Watuppa Water Board,
36 pursuant to the Bioreserve Management Plan as may be subse-
-37 quently amended by the parties, as described in the “Memorandum
38 Of Understanding To Create The Southeastern Massachusetts Biore-
-39 serve” dated June 29, 2000.

1 SECTION 4. The consideration to the commonwealth for th
2 conveyance as authorized by section 2 by the Fall River Redevel
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SECTION 5. The Fall River Redevelopment Authority shall pa
2 the costs of all appraisals, surveys, title reports, environmenta
3 assessments, environmental impact reports and similar filing;-
4 if necessary, associated with the acquisition and development of th
5 land to be acquired by said Fall River Redevelopment Authority a
6 authorized by sections 2 and

SECTION 6. The commissioner of the division of capital asset
management and maintenance shall prior to the execution of the
conveyances authorized by this act submit the “Memorandum Of

6 general for his review and comment. Said inspector general shall
7 review and comment on said memorandum of understanding, and
8 said review shall include an examination of the methodology uti

9 lized for said memorandum of understanding. The inspector
10 general shall prepare a report of his review and file said report

with the commissioner for submission by said commissioner to th'
house and senate committees on ways and means and the chair

13 men of the joint committee on state administration. Said commis
14 sioner shall submit copies of said memorandum of understanding

15 his report, and the inspector general review and comment to the said
16 commissioner, to the house and senate committees on ways and
17 means and the chairmen of the joint committee on state admin
18 istration prior to the execution of the conveyances authorized by sec
19 tions 2 and 3of this act

1 SECTION 7. The department of fisheries, wildlife and envi-
-2 ronmental law enforcement and its division of fisheries and
3 wildlife may convey, in consultation with the division of capital
4 asset management and maintenance, to the department of environ-
-5 mental management, an undivided one-half interest in approxi-
-6 mately 2,414 acres of land shown as parcels 3 through 7, inclusive,
7 on a plan of land entitled “Plan of Land In Dartmouth, Fall River
8 and Freetown Massachusetts surveyed for Ascushnet Saw Mills
9 Co.” dated September 29, 1981, prepared by Arthur C. Thompson.

10 Inc. of 52 Mill Street Marion, Massachusetts. As Revised July 22,
11 1998, sheet 3 and 4, recorded with the Bristol County Fall River
12 District Registry of Deeds in Plan Book I 15, Pages 7 1 1 that wav

4 Understanding To Create The Southeastern Massachusetts Bio-
-5 reserve” dated June 29, 2000, and a report thereon to the inspector
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13 acquired from Peter J. Hawes, et al., on June 30, 2000 by said
14 department of fisheries, wildlife and environmental law enforce-
15 ment in conjunction with partial funding and other assistance pr
16 vided by said department of environmental management.

1 SECTION 8. In the event that the parcels conveyed by section 2
2 cease to be used by the Fall River Redevelopment Authority for
3 the purposes described in said section at any time then, upon
4 notice by the commissioner of the division of capital asset man-
-5 agement and maintenance, said parcels shall revert to the com-
6 monwealth upon such terms and conditions as said commissioner
7 may determine, and the conservation restriction conveyed to the
8 commonwealth shall, by its terms, revert back to the city of Fall

) the Fall River Redevelopment
said commissioner of termination

9 River in the event that both (

10 Authority send written notice t(

11 of this land conveyance prior t January 1, 2007 and (2) the Fall
12 River Redevelopment Authority, in consideration for repayment of
13 up to the $2,450,000 described in section 4, reconveys to the com-
-14 monwealth said land in the same condition, except for changes
15 caused by nature, as of the date of the original conveyance from the
16 commonwealth to said authority in which event the land described in
17 section 2 is to be returned to the commonwealth under the care and
1 8 control of the department of environmental management as part of
19 the Freetown-Fall River State Forest. Should said parcels revert to
20 the commonwealth, any further disposition thereof shall be sub-
-21 ject to the provisions of 40E through 40J, inclusive, of chapter 7

of the General Laws and to the prior approval of the general court

1 SECTION 9. This act shall take effect upon its passage
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