
HOUSE No. 3

die Commontocaltl) of fHassnchusrtts

BOSTON, MASSACHUSETTS 02108, NOVEMBER 2, 2004

The Honorable Steven James
Clerk ofthe House of Representatives

State House, Room 145
Boston, Massachusetts 02133

Dear Mr. James,

In compliance with Section 33 of Chapter 30 of the Massachusetts
General Laws enclosed herewith are eight legislative proposals of the
Inspector General for the 2005 session of the General Court.

1. The first proposal clarifies the role and responsibilities of public
officials as pertains to reviewing expenditures and activities of
municipal light plants. This legislation would ensure that municipal
financial officers have adequate access to records to enable them to
verify the accuracy and reasonableness of expenditures prior to there
approval; and ensures that M.G.L. c. 164, §§56A-56D and §63 are
applicable to both municipal light boards and commissions of cities
and towns.

2. The second proposal creates a new section to M.G.L c. 308.
This section would allow municipalities to utilize reverse auctions for
supplies and services for contracts in the amount of $25,000 or more.

3. The third proposal authorizes the Office of the Inspector General
to make staff available to the Ethics Commission.
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4. The fourth proposal would repeal an unnecessary Chapter 308
exemption. Contracts for police ordered towing and storage of motor
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vehicles would be subject to the bidding requirements of the Uniform
Procurement Law.

5. The fifth proposal would repeal an unnecessary Chapter 308
exemption. Contracts for trash and recyclable collections would be
subject to the biding requirements of the Uniform Procurement Law.

6. The sixth proposal would clarify the requirements ot M.G.L.
c. 30, §39M in the preparation of competitive and non-competitive
bids and proposals. This proposal would clarify existing confusion
regarding proper use of proprietary specilications.

7. The seventh proposal would increase the penalties for bid rig-
ging and conspiracies in restraint of trade to the federal level.
Presently, the Commonwealth’s antitrust statue is inadequate to pro-
tect the citizens against such flagrant crimes as bid rigging. Munici-
palities within the Commonwealth are fleeced by this practice and
forced to pay much more for their necessary goods and services.

8. The eighth proposal would prohibit issuance of new or replace-
ment registration certificates or numbers to an owner ot a motor-

boat unless the owner presents proof of excise tax payment on the
motorboat.

Sincerely,

Inspector General.
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GREGORY W. SULLIVAN,


