
HOUSE No. 12

THE PUBLIC EMPLOYEE RETIREMENT ADMINISTRATION COMMISSION
5 MIDDLESEX AVENUE, THIRD FLOOR

SOMERVILLE, MASSACHUSETTS 02145, MARCH 4, 2005

The Honorable Steven James
Clerk of the House ofRepresentatives

State House, Room 145
Boston, Massachusetts 02133

Dear Mr. James:

Pursuant to the provisions of Section 33 of Chapter 30 of the
General Laws, I hereby submit the attached legislative recommenda-
tions for the Public Employee Retirement Administration Commis-
sion for consideration during the 2005-2006 legislative session.

The attachment to this letter contains summaries of the proposed
iecommendations and the actual legislative drafts incorporating the
recommendations.

The proposed bills are
An Act to increase the amount of benefit to

CHILDREN WHO ARE SURVIVORS IN THE CASE OF AN
ACCIDENTAL DEATH BENEFIT UNDER THE PROVISIONS
OF CHAPTER 32.

An Act relative to regional medical panel fees
FOR DISABILITY PENSION REVIEW,

Please leel free to contact me should you have any questions about
the content of these recommendations or need any additional informa-
tion, Thank you for your assistance.

Sincerely

JOSEPH E. CONNARTON,

(E!)f Comrnontocaltl) of assac I)usclls

executive Directm
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LEGISLATIVE RECOMMENDATIONS OF THE
PUBLIC EMPLOYEE RETIREMENT
ADMINISTRATION COMMISSION

I. AN ACT TO INCREASE THE AMOUNT OF BENEFIT TO CHILDREN WHO ARE
SURVIVORS IN THE CASE OF AN ACCIDENTAL DEATH BENEFIT UNDER
THE PROVISIONS OF CHAPTER 32.

Under existing law the supplemental dependents allowance pro-
vided to children of accidental disability retirees has been subject to
annual cost of living increases for many years. However, the supple-
mental dependents allowance provided to children who are survivors
of members whose death results in an accidental death benefit have
not been the subject of cost of living increases. This legislation equal-
izes the benefit and provides for cost of living increases in both
instances. The statute would become immediately effective in the
State Employees Retirement System and in the Teachers Retirement
System and would become effective in other retirement systems on a
local option basis.

2. AN ACT RELATIVE TO REGIONAL MEDICAL PANEL FEES FOR DISABILITY
PENSION REVIEW.

Under the enactment of Chapter 306 of the Acts of 1996, PERAC
was established for the oversight, guidance, monitoring and regulation
of all public pension systems throughout the Commonwealth. In partic-
ular. it expanded the oversight and regulation of disability retirements.

A major responsibility vested in PERAC is the establishment of
regional medical panels for the review, approval, and appeal of dis-
ability pension benefits. This proposal seeks to maintain the spirit of
independent oversight of such pension benefits by the Commission.
The proposed amendment merely conveys to the Commission the
authority to set fees paid to physicians serving on the regional med-
ical panels. Such statutory authority would be consistent with current
state policy requiring the Commissioner of the Division of Industrial
Accident Board to establish reasonable Worker’s Compensation med-
ical panel fees.
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