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To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives:

Pursuant to the provisions of Section 5 of Article 63 of the Amendments
to the Constitution, 1 am today signing House Bill No. 2010 “An Act Making
Appropriations For Fiscal Year 2005 To Provide for Supplementing Certain
Existing Appropriations and For Certain Other Activities and Projects.”

I am signing into law approximately $88.6 million in line-item appropria-
tions, including:

$33.7 million for costs associated with the snow and ice removal at the
Mass Highway Department (MUD) and the Department of Conserva-
tion and Recreation;
$11.9 million for the Committee for Public Counsel Services for private
counsel compensation and other indigent-related court costs;
$9.5 million to fund the incremental costs contained in collective bar-
gaining agreement with the American Federation of State, County and
Municipal Employees, AFL-CIO, Council 93 and the Service
Employees International Union, AFL-CIO, Locals 888 and 509;
$5 million for the State Police and the Military Division overtime costs;
$4.5 million for fuel deficiencies at the public local housing authorities;
$2.5 million for emergency implementation of suicide prevention mea-
sures at the Department of Youth Services facilities;
$1.7 million for the personnel costs at MHD which were not included in
Chapter 149 of the Acts of 2004; and
$1.7 million to maintain 127 beds for children and adolescents in
behavioral and clinical intensive residential treatment programs at the
Department of Mental Health.
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In November of 2003, I approved salary and wage increases of up to 15
percent for the second half of Fiscal Year 2004 for faculty and staff at the
University of Massachusetts and the state college system. I then approved
full funding for these contracts in Fiscal Year 2005 at a cost of $70.1M.

However, I do not believe the pay raises for these state employees should
be granted retroactively and am therefore vetoing for the second time section
32 and $29.9 million for the following reasons.

In fiscal years 2002 and 2003, more than half a billion dollars was
reduced from current year’s budget through 9C actions. Consequently,
during that time period, most employees, not just higher education
employees, went without raises, were laid off, or took unpaid furloughs.
Important programs were scaled back, and program recipients saw their ben-
efits reduced. It would be unfair to treat only higher education employees
preferentially.

I am also vetoing $3.8 million for salary increases for faculty and staff in
the community college system. There is no contractual obligation for this
raise. Therefore, this appropriation directly circumvents authority under
Chapter 150 E of the General Laws.

While the Legislature chose to prioritize almost $34 million for retroac-
tive and unapproved pay increases for certain state employees, their decision
not to support the following critical items requested in my supplemental
budget bill on January 26, 2005 is unfortunate:

$9.2 million for substance abuse services at the Department of Public
Health in order to avoid an immediate reduction of 27 percent in the
federal substance abuse block grant resulting in the need to immediately
reduce services in all areas;
$2 million for the study, design, and construction of facilities for the
ChiefMedical Examiner;
$2 million for design costs associated with the reconstruction of the
Longfellow Bridge in Cambridge;
$2 million to fund the environmental remediation costs for the redevel-
opment of two buildings in Dudley Square in Boston;
$1.5 million for the development and implementation of an educator
database to better manage teacher information; and
$650,000 for an annuity benefit for the family of the volunteer fire
fighter who was killed in the line of duty in the town of Lancaster.

Therefore:

I am hereby vetoing appropriation amounts in section 2A of Flouse
2010 for the reasons set forth herein;
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1 am striking in its entirety section 32 of House 2010 for the reasons set
forth herein; and
Pursuant to Article 56, as amended by Article 90, Section 3 of the
Amendments to the Constitution of the Commonwealth, I am returning
sections 14A and 28A with recommendations for amendment. My rea-
sons for doing so and the recommended amendments are set forth in
separate letters of even date which are hereby incorporated by reference
and included with this message as Attachments A and B.

The remainder of the bill 1 hereby approve

Respectfully submitted,
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