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other civil cases are tried by said court. The said com-
missioners' report, or such verdict when accepted by the

court, shall be final and conclusive as to the value of such
dissenting stockholder's shares, and the amount so ascer-

tained as such value shall be at once paid or tendered to

such stockholder ; or, if such payment or tender be im-
practicable for any cause, shall be paid into court. Upon
such payment or tender or deposit, the shares of such

dissenting stockholder and the certificate or certificates

thereof shall become the property of the lessee, whose
right and title thereto may be enforced by the court by
any appropriate order or process. Exceptions may be
taken to any ruling or order of said court, to be heard
and determined by the full court as in other civil cases.

Said court may make all such orders for the enforcement
of the rights of any party to the proceeding, — for the con-

solidation of two or more petitions and their reference to

the same commissioners ; or for the consolidation of claims

for a jury and the trial of two or more cases by the same
jury ; and for the payment of interest upon the value of

the stockholder's shares, as determined, and the payment
of costs by one party to the other,— as justice and equity

and the speedy settlement of the matters in controversy

may require.

Section 4. The ratification and confirmation of said

contract of lease by this act shall not be construed to

impair in any way the right of the general court, or such
officers or persons as it may appoint for the purpose,

to revise and alter the fares, tolls and charges for or upon
passengers and property transported on any of the lines

of railroad owned, leased or operated by parties to said

contract of lease, their successors and assigns.

Section 5. Nothing in this act shall be construed as

authorizing the assignment of said contract of lease or

the sub-letting of the whole or any part of the demised
premises, except such parts thereof as from time to time
may cease to be required for railroad purposes.

Section 6. This act shall take efiect upon its passage.

Approved June 30, 1900.

Chap.4:27 -^^ ^^'^ ^^ revise the CIIARTEK OF THE CITl' OF NORTHAMPTON.

Be it enacted, etc., asfoUoivs:

amptonf*"^"
SECTION 1. The inhabitants of the city of Northampton

shall continue to be a body politic and corporate, under the



Acts, 1900.— Cilvp. 427. 367

name of the Cit}' of Northampton, and as such shall have,

exercise and enjoy all the rights, immunities, powers and
privileges, and shall be subject to all the duties and obli-

gations now incumbent upon and pertaining to said city

as a municipal corporation.

Section 2. The administration of all the fiscal, pru- Administration

dential and municipal ati'airs of said city, with the govern- aff^r^^etc'r^

ment thereof, excepting the affairs of the public schools,

shall be vested in an officer to be called the mayor, and
in a council of twenty-one to be called the board of
aldermen.

Section 3. The territory of said city shall continue soven wards.

to be divided into seven w^ards, which shall retain their

present boundaries until the same shall be changed under
the general law relating thereto.

Section 4. All meetings of the qualified voters of said Meetings of
-

,
„ •- . ^

1 . f • I
qualified voters.

city tor the purpose ot voting at elections ot national,

state, county, district and municipal officers, and for other

municipal or legal purposes, shall be called by order of

the l)oard of aldermen, and, so far as applicable, in the

manner provided by law for calling elections in cities.

Section 5. The municipal election shall take place an- Municipal eiec

nually on the first Tuesday of December, and the munici- Ipa" yefrf
""'""

pal year shall begin at ten o'clock in the forenoon on the

first Monday of January next following.

Section 6. At such annual municipal election the Election of

qualified voters, voting in their respective wards, shall meu°etc.''^^'^'

give in their votes by ballot for mayor, city clerk, city

treasurer, members of the board of aldermen and of the

school committee, an elector under the Oliver Smith w'ill,

a trustee under the will of Charles E. Forbes, and a sec-

retary and treasurer of the trustees of the Forbes Library,

or such of the above officials as are to be elected, and the

person receiving the highest number of votes for any office

shall be deemed and declared to be elected to such office,

and whenever two or more persons are to be elected to the

same office the several persons up to the number required

to be chosen receiving the highest numl^er of votes shall

be deemed and declared to be elected.

Section 7. If it shall appear that there is no choice of vacancy in

.^,, 1 i. 1 1 11 -• i.
office of mayor.

a mayor, or it the person elected mayor shall retuse to ac-

cept the office, or shall die before qualifying, or if a vacancy
in said office shall occur more than three months before the

expiration of the municipal year, the board of aldermen
shall forthwith call meetings for a new election, and the
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same proceedings shall be had in all respects as are here-

in])efore provided for the election of mayor, and shall be

repeated until the election of a mayor is completed. In

case a vacancy in the office of mayor shall occur within

three months before the expiration of the municipal year

the board of aldermen may, in its discretion, call meetings

for the holding of a new election as aforesaid to fill the

vacancy. If the full number of members of the board of

aldermen has not been elected, or if a vacancy in the office

of alderman shall occur more than six months before the

expiration of the municipal year, the board of aldermen

may forthwith elect some person or persons to fill the

vacancy or vacancies until the next municipal election.

In case of a vacancy in the office of city clerk or city treas-

urer the board of aldermen shall elect a city clerk or city

treasurer to fill such vacancy until the next municipal

year ; and in case of the temporarj^ al)sence or disability

of the city clerk or the city treasurer the board of alder-

men shall elect a city clerk or city treasurer pro tempore.

In each of such cases the city clerk or city treasurer shall

be sworn and shall perform the duties of the office to

which he is elected.

Section 8. General meetings of the inhabitants may
from time to time be held, according to the right secured

by the constitution of the Commonwealth, and all such

meetings may, and, upon the request in writing of fifty

qualified voters setting forth the purposes thereof, shall

be duly called by the board of aldermen.

Section 9. The board of aldermen may when no con-

venient ward room for holding the meeting of the citizens

of any ward can be had within the territorial limits of

such ward appoint and direct in the warrant for calling

the meeting of such ward that the meeting be held in some
convenient place within the limits of an adjacent ward of

the city ; and for such purpose the place so assigned shall

be deemed and taken to be a part of the ward for which
the election is held.

Section 10. The board of aldermen shall be composed
of twenty-one members, who shall be elected as follows :

—
At the first municipal election held under this act there

shall be elected in each ward l)y and from the qualified

voters thereof one member of the board of aldermen to

serve for the term of one year, one member of the board

of aldermen to serve for the term of two years and one
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member of the board of aldermen to serve for the term
of three years, said terms beginning with the first Mon-
day of January next ensuing ; and thereafter one member
of the board of aldermen from each Avard shall be elected

by and from the (]ualitied voters thereof at each annual

municipal election, to serve for the term of three years

beginning with the first Monday of January then next

ensuing. An alderman at the time of his election as such

shall be a resident of the ward for which he is elected, but

if he shall remove to another ward of said city subsequent

to his election he shall continue to be such alderman until

the beginning of the municipal year which immediately

follows the annual election next after the time of such

removal. At such annual election his successor shall be

elected for the remainder of said term. The election of

a member of the board of aldermen to the office of mayor
shall vacate his membership of said board.

Section 11. The mayor elect and the aldermen elect oath of office of

shall on the first Monday of January, at ten o'clock in the aidermen.

forenoon, meet and be sworn to the faithful discharge of

their duties. The oath shall be administered by the city

clerk, or by any justice of the peace, and a certificate that

such oath has been taken shall be entered in the journal

of the board of aldermen. In case of the absence of the

mayor elect on the first Monday of January, or if a mayor
shall not then have been elected, the oath of office may
at any time thereafter be administered to him in the pres-

ence of the board of aldermen ; and at any time thereafter

in like manner the oath of office may be administered in

the presence of the board of aldermen to any member of

the board of aldermen who has been previously absent or

who has been subsequently elected, and a certificate of

every such oath shall be entered in the journal aforesaid.

Section 12. After the oath has been administered to Board of aider-

the aldermen present they shall be called to order by the uon.'etcf
"'''""

mayor, or, in case of his absence or of his non-election, by
the city clerk, or, in case of the absence of the city clerk,

by the oldest senior member present. The mayor shall

be president of the board of aldermen. The board of

aldermen after being called to order shall proceed at

once to elect one of their number vice president of the

board, who shall be sworn by the city clerk, or, in the

absence of such clerk, by any justice of the peace. The
vice president shall preside at the meetings of the board
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of aldermen when the mayor is absent or when the mayor
is present and requests him to do so. The vice president

shall have the same right to vote as any other member of

said board. In the absence of the mayor and of the vice

president the board of aldermen may choose one of their

members chairman, who shall act as presiding officer pro

tempore of said board.

Section 13. The board of aldermen shall hold regular

meetings at such times as may be designated by the board

by general rule. The mayor may at any time call a special

meeting of the board, and shall call a special meeting upon
the request in writing of one third of the members. Such
request shall state the subjects to be considered at the

meeting. The mayor shall cause a written notice of such

special meeting, stating the subjects to be considered

thereat, to be given in hand to each member or to be left

at his usual place of residence, or at any address desig-

nated by him in a writing filed with the city clerk, at

lea.st twenty-four hours previous to the time appointed

for the meeting, and no final action shall be taken at

such meeting on any business not stated in such notice,

except with the unanimous consent of all the members
of the board. For the purpose of drawing jurors it shall

not be necessary to formally call a meeting of the board,

but a majority of the members of the board, meeting with

the mayor and the city clerk in the aldermanic chamber,
may draw jurors whenever required, in the manner pro-

vided by law, and a record thereof containing the names
of the aldermen present shall bo entered by the city clerk

in the records of the board.

Section 14. The board of aldermen shall determineBoard of alder-
men to deter-

i i /. . . i i • i ^
mine rules of its the rulcs of its owu proccediiigs and shall l)e the judge or

judge of eiec- tlic clcction and qualifications of its own members. All
tioo of its mem-
bers, etc. meetings of the board shall be puldic and a journal of its

proceedings shall be kept, which journal shall be open to

pul)lic inspection at all reasonable times. The vote of the

board upon any question shall l)e taken by roll call when
required In' law or by the provisions of this act, or when

Quorxim.etc.
f^\yQ game is rcqucstcd l)y three or more memliers. A
majority of the members of the board shall constitute a

quorum, but a smaller number may adjourn from day to

day. No member of said board shall receive any compen-
sation for his services cither as an alderman or as a mem-
ber of any board or conmiittee in the administration of

the municipal afl'airs of said city, and no member of the
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lioard of aldermen shall be eligible, by appointment or

election, to any office, except that of mayor, the salary

of or compensation for which is payable out of the city's

funds or the city treasury.

Section 15. The mayor and aldermen so far as is not Mayor and
. . ., ,•'. 'ii 'ii-j.!' aldermen,

inconsistent with or otherwise specially provided in this powers and

act, shall have and exercise all the executive power and
all the powers vested by the laws of the Commonwealth
in the selectmen of towns and in city councils, and all the

powers heretofore vested by law in the city of Northamp-
ton and in the inhabitants thereof as a municipal corpora-

tion, and shall be subject to all the duties and liabilities

of city councils and of either branch thereof under the

laws of the Commonwealth. The mayor and aldermen

may by ordinance prescribe the manner in which such

powers shall be exercised.

Section 16. The mayor and aldermen shall have the May make by-

power to make all such salutary and needful by-laws and lawBandordi-
I

. ,
nances, ftniiex

ordinances not inconsistent with the provisions of this act penalties, etc.

as towns by the laws of the Commonwealth have power to

make and establish, and to annex penalties not exceeding

fifty dollars for the breach thereof, which by-laws and
ordinances shall take effect and be in force from and after

the time therein respectively limited, without the sanction

or confirmation of any court or other authority whatsoever.

Until ordinances are made as above provided the ordi-

nances last in force before the passage of this act shall

be and remain in force so ftir as lawful, applicable, and
consistent with this act.

Section 17. Any ordinance, order, resolution or vote certain ordi.

involving the appropriation or expenditure of money to an ^eq^^fre affirma-

amount which shall exceed two hundred dollars, except the "
ajo'r?t '^ of

^ "

annual aiipropriations, and the layinof of an assessment or board of aider.

,, i- i-- i' 1 • + '' '^ raen.forpus-
the granting of a franchise to any person or corporation, sage, etc.

shall require for its passage the affirmative votes of a ma-
jority of all the members of the board of aldermen, and
every such ordinance, order, resolution or vote shall be

read twice, with an interval of at least two days l)etween

the two readings, before l)eing finally passed, and the vote

on its final passage shall be taken by roll call : j^^'ovided. Proviso.

however^ that upon the written recommendation of the

mayor the board of aldermen may pass such ordinance,

order, resolution or vote at the same meeting or on the

same day, by an affirmative vote of at least seventeen

members taken by roll call.
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Section 18. Every ordinance, order, resolution or

vote of tiie board of aldermen, except such as relates to

its own internal affairs or to its own oiEcers or employees,

shall be presented to the mayor. If he approves thereof

he shall signify his approval by signing the same, but if

not he shall return the same with his objections to the

board of aldermen, who shall enter at length upon the

records the objections of the mayor, and proceed to re-

consider said ordinance, order, resolution or vote, and if

after such reconsideration two thirds of the board of

aldermen, notwithstanding such objections, vote to pass

the same, it shall be in force. In all cases the vote shall

be taken by yeas and nays. If such ordinance, order,

resolution or vote shall not be returned within ten days

after it has been presented to the mayor it shall be in

force. He may except from his approval of any ordi-

nance, order, resolution or vote which he has the power
to veto any part involving a distinct item of expenditure,

and in such case instead of returning the original he shall

transmit a copy of such part not approved, which part

shall be reconsidered in the manner and with the eftect

above provided. The veto power of the mayor shall not

extend to elections.

Section 19. The mayor shall be the chief executive

officer of the city, and he shall hold office for the munici-

pal year next following his election and until his successor

is elected and qualified. He shall cause the laws and
regulations of the city to be enforced, and shall keep a

general supervision over the conduct of all subordinate

officers. He shall have the sole power of appointment to

all the municipal oflSces estalilished by or under this act,

unless otherwise provided herein, and he may, except as

otherwise provided herein, remove from office, for cause

deemed by him sufficient, any officers so appointed here-

under : provided, that no alderman who is a member of

a subordinate board or committee by a mayor's appoint-

ment, as hereinafter set forth, shall be removed from such

membership except by vote of a majority of said board or

committee, for cause alleged by the mayor in writing.

The salary of the mayor shall be fixed by the board of

aldermen by ordinance.

Section 20. The city clerk and the city treasurer shall

hold office for the municipal year next following their elec-

tion and until their respective successors are elected and
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qualified. They shall receive such compensation as the
board of aldermen shall determine by ordinance.

Section 21. The city clerk shall also be clerk of the cuycierk.

board of aldermen, and shall he sworn to the faithful per- SutleT""^

formance of his duties. He shall perform such duties as

shall be prescribed by the board of aldermen, and he
shall perform all the duties and exercise all the powers
imposed or conferred by law upon him. He shall have
charge and custody of all journals, records, papers and
documents of the city pertaining to his department, and
of all such as he is required to keep by the laws of the

Commonwealth or by order of the board of aldermen. He
shall engross all ordinances passed by the board of alder-

men in a book provided for that purpose, and shall add
proper indexes, which book shall be deemed a public

record of such ordinances. He shall have power to em-
ploy clerical assistance in the work of his department,
whenever needed, at a reasonable compensation to be
fixed by the board of aldermen. He shall deliver to his

successor in office, as soon as such successor is chosen
and qualified, all the records, journals, documents and
property held by him in his said capacity.

Section 22. The city treasurer shall receive and have city treasurer,

the custody of all moneys belonging to the city, and shall dutiesf
""'^

pay out money only on the warrant or written order of

the mayor. He shall cause an accurate account of all

receipts and disbursements and of the city finances to be
kept in proper form. He shall once in six months, or
oftener if required, lay before the board of aldermen a

detailed statement of all moneys received and paid by him
on city account during the preceding six months, and of
the condition of the treasury, and in every such statement
the difierent sources of the city revenues and the amounts
received from each, the several appropriations made, the

object for which they were made and the amount of money
expended under each, the money borrowed on the credit of
the city, the authority under which each loan was made and
the terms on which the same was obtained, shall be clearly

and particularly specified. He shall perform such other

duties as are incumbent upon him by law and as the board
of aldermen may by ordinance or otherwise determine.

Section 23. The board of aldermen shall annually collector of

in the month of January elect a collector of taxes, a city nTer!ete*.fe^el.'"

engineer, and a city physician, and the mayor and alder- "0°. term, etc.
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men shall in said month appoint a city messenger, all of

whom shall be legal voters ol" said city and shall hold

their respective oifices for the term of one 3'ear from the

tirst Monday of March then next ensuing and until their

Proviso. successors are elected, or appointed, and qualified : pro-

vided, however, that any of the above named officers may
be removed at any time by the board of aldermen for

vaeanciPB.coin- causc wliicli Said board may deem sufficient. Vacancies
peaeaio .

.^ ^qXA officcs ma}^ bc filled by the board of aldermen at

any time. The compensation of all of said officers shall

be fixed by the board of aldermen by ordinance.
Firedepart. SECTION 24. Tlic board of aldcrmcu may establish a
ment may be

^ , . , . . c i
• <•

established, etc. fire department tor said city, to consist oi a chiet engi-

neer and of as many assistant engineers, enginemeu,

hosemen, hook and ladder men, and assistants, as the

said board of aldermen by ordinance shall from time to

time prescribe ; and the board of aldermen shall have

the authority to fix the time of their appointment and,

except as to said chief engineer, the term of their ser-

vice, to define their offices and duties, and in general to

make such regulations concerning the pay, conduct and
government of said department, the management of fires,

and the conduct of persons attending fires, as they may
deem expedient, and may affix such penalties for any
violation of such regulations as are provided for the

breach of the ordinances of said city. The appointment
of all the officers and members of said department shall

be by the mayor and aldermen, who shall also have

authority to remove from office any officer or member,
for cause, at their discretion. The engineers so ap-

pointed shall be the fire wards of the city, but the mayor
Compensation and aldemieii may appoint additional fire wards. The
o members.etc.

cQij^pg^^gatioii of tlic membci's of the fire department
shall be fixed by the board of aldermen by ordinance.

The ai)pointment of the chief engineer shall not be for

any specified term, but he shall continue to hold office

until his removal or discharge by the board of aldermen,

for such cause as the board shall deem sufficient.
Fire limits may SECTION 25. The boai'd of aldermen may establish
be established, ,,.. •!• .i i p •

etc. fire limits withm said city and may from time to time

change the same, may by ordinance regulate the construc-

tion and location of all buildings erected within said fire

limits, and the size and material of which they shall be

constructed ; and may make such other rules and regula-
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tious 118 shall tend to insiiro the suuic iroin damage by

lire : provided, that such rules and regulations shall not pioviho.

be inconsistent with the laws of this (\jmmonvvcalth.

Section 2(). The ))oard ot" aldermen shall establish poHco dcpart-

by ordinance a police department, consisting ot a chiei estabiiBhed, etc.

of police and of such subordinate othcers and other mem-
bers of the police force as it may prescribe, and may
make regulations for the government of said department.

The ai)pointment of a chief of police and of all other

members of the regular police force shall be made by the

mayor and aldermen, and shall not be for any specitied

term ; but they may be removed from the force at any time

by the board of aldermen, for such cause as it shall deem
sufBcient. The chief of police shall give bond to the city

in such sum and with such sureties as the board of alder-

men may from time to time require. The members of oompenBation

1. . 1 11 • 1 • of mciuburs.

the police lorce shall receive such compensation as the

board of aldermen shall l)y ordinance determine.

Sectiox 27. The board of assessors of taxes shall Board of assess-
org or taxes,

consist of three persons, legal voters of said city, and eiectiou, term,

shall be elected as follows :— The board of aldermen shall

annually in the month of February elect one assessor of

taxes to serve for three years from the first Monday of

March then next ensuing, unless sooner removed, and
until his successor shall be elected and qualified. The
present assessors of taxes shall continue to hold office,

unless sooner removed, for the terms for which they

were respectively elected. All taxes shall be assessed,

apportioned and collected in the manner prescribed by
law. The compensation of said assessors shall be fixed compensation.

by the board of aldermen by ordinance.

Section 28. Said board of assessors may annually Assistant

choose three persons, legal voters of said city, to be app^oTutm'ent,

assistant assessors, to serve for the term of one year
*^'*^'

from the first Monday of March then next ensuing.

Said assistant assessors shall, in such parts of the city as

the board of assessors shall designate, assist the assessors

in making lists of persons liable to be assessed for poll

taxes in said city, in publishing and transmitting lists of

persons so assessed, in estimating the value of real and
personal estate in said city, and in the performance of

such other duties as the assessors may require. The compensation.

compensation of said assistant assessors shall be fixed by
the board of aldermen by ordinance.
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Section 29. The board of water commissioners shall

consist of six persons, legal voters of said city, and shall

be elected as follows :— The board of aldermen shall

annually in the month of February elect two persons to

serve as water commissioners for the term of three years
from the first Monday of March then next ensuing, unless

sooner removed, and until their respective successors are

elected and qualified. The present members of said board
of water commissioners shall continue to hold ofiice, un-
less sooner removed, for the terms for which they were
respectively elected. Said board shall annually appoint
a clerk, to be under the direction and control of said

board, and may appoint, but not from their own number,
a superintendent of the water works of the city. Said

board may at any time remove such clerk or superintend-

ent for cause which it deems sufficient, and may fill any
vacancy caused by such removal. The board shall fix the

compensation of the clerk and superintendent. Said

board of water commissioners shall have the control,

management and direction of the construction, exten-

sion, alteration and repair of the public waterworks
and water supply in said city, and of the funds and
property thereto belonging and pertaining. Said board
may make and promulgate such rules and regulations as

to the use of water in said city, and the rates and times of

payment therefor, as it shall deem expedient. The rules,

regulations and rates now existing shall be in force until

changed, amended or repealed by said board. Any
vacancy occurring in said board may be filled by the

board of aldermen. The board of aldermen may at any
time remove any member of said board of water commis-
sioners for cause. The members of said board of water
commissioners shall serve without compensation.

Section 30. The board of almoners of said city,

under the provisions of the Whiting Street w^ll, shall

consist of six persons, residents of said city, and shall be

elected as follows:— The board of aldermen shall an-

nually in the month of February elect two persons to

serve as members of said board for the term of three

years from the first Monday of March then next ensuing,

unless sooner removed, and until their respective suc-

cessors shall be elected and qualified. The mayor shall

be ex oflicio chairman of said board and shall have a

casting vote. Any vacancies occurring in said board
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may be tilled by the board of aldermen at any time.

The members of said board shall serve without compen- to serve with.

sation. The present members of said board of almoners
°i"',J'etc!'^"''^'

shall continue to hold oliice, unless sooner removed, for

the terms for Avhich they were respectively elected.

Section 31. The board of health of said city shall Board of h.auh,
, . /. . , • , election, teriu,

consist 01 three persons, legal voters or said city, and etc.

shall be elected as follows :— The board of aldermen shall

annually in the month of January or February elect one
person to serve as a member of the board of health for

the term of three years from the first Monday of March
then next ensuing, unless sooner removed, and until his

successor is elected and qualified. Elections shall be

made so that one member at least of the board shall be a

physician. The board of aldermen may at any time, for

cause deemed by it sufficient, remove any member of the

board of health, and any vacancy occurring in the board
of health may be filled by the board of aldermen at any
time. The l)oard of health shall organize annually as

required by law, and the clerk of the board shall receive

reasonable compensation for his services, to 1)e fixed by
the board of aldermen by ordinance. The board of health To serve wuh.
,11 • 1 . rni 1

out conipenea-

shall serve without compensation, ihe present members tion, etc.

of the board of health shall continue to hold office, unless

sooner removed, for the terms for which they were re-

spectively elected.

Section 32. The library committee shall consist of
^'^''^''^p^^'^joj,

nine persons, residents of said city, who shall be elected term, etc.

as follow^s : — The board of aldermen shall annually in

the month of January or February elect three persons

to serve as members of said committee for the term of

three years from the first Monday of March then next

ensuing, unless sooner removed, and until their respective

successors are elected and qualified. Said committee
shall annually appoint, but not from their own number,
one or more librarians and other necessary employees,

to be under the direction and control of the committee,
and shall fix the compensation of each ; and may remove
any of the librarians and employees for cause which the

committee shall deem sufficient . Any vacancy occurring

in the library committee may be filled by the board of

aldermen at any time, and the board of aldermen may
remove any member of the committee at any time, for

cause the board deems sufificient. The three trustees
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under the will of Charles E. Forbes shall be members
To serve with- ex ofEclis of the library committee. The library com-
out corupenBa- •,. i ii ..i . •' rm .

tiou, etc: mittee shall serve without compensation, ihe present

members of the library committee shall continue to be

members thereof, unless sooner removed, during the

terms for which they were respectively elected.

wiirofCharrjB
Section 3B. The legal voters of the city shall elect

E. Forbes, eiec- at cach auuual city election, in the same manner in which
ion, c.

^j^^ ma3'or is elected, one trustee under the will of Charles

E. Forbes, and such trustee shall serve for the term of

three years from the first Wednesday of May following

frea's'urer
0°' ^^^ elcctiou ; and Said voters shall in the year nineteen

trustees of huudrcd and one, and every third year thereafter, elect in
Forbes Library -^

•{ f +i . -

eiectioD, etc. the Same manner a secretary and a treasurer or the trustees

of the Forbes Library, to serve for the term of three

years from the first Wednesday of May following said

election. A vacancy occurring in any of said offices

may be filled for the residue of the unexpired term at

the next annual city election. The present trustees and
their secretary and treasurer shall continue to hold their

respective offices for the terms for which they were
elected. The trustees shall exercise all the general and
special powers vested in them by the provisions of said

Compensation, will. Tlic compcnsatiou of the secretary and of the

treasurer shall be fixed by the board of aldermen by
ordinance.

Trust fund com- Section 34. The trust fund committee shall consist

term, etc. ' of three persons, legal voters of said city, who shall be

elected as follows : — The board of aldermen shall annually

in the month of January or February elect one person

to serve as a member of said committee for the term of

three years from the first Monday of March then next

ensuing, unless sooner removed, and until his successor

is elected and qualified. Any member of said committee
may be removed from office at any time by the board
of aldermen, and said board may fill any vacancy in the

committee at any time. The present members of the

committee shall continue in office for the respective terms
for which they were elected, unless sooner removed, and
until their successors are elected and qualified. Said

committee shall have charge of the investment and man-
agement of the trust funds of the city not otherwise

provided for in this act, but the custody of said funds

shall be and remain with the city treasurer. Said com-
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mittoe shall servo without compensation, hut may choose To serve wuh-

a clerk, Avho shall receive a reasonable compensation, to uo'i^'etcr"*''''

he Hxed by the ])oard of aldermen by ordinance, and the

committee may remove him at any time they shall deem
exjiedieut.

Section 35. The commissioners of the sinking funds commissioners

shall consist of three persons, legal voters of said city, fund", LlfcUon,

who shall be elected as follows:— The board of aldermen *«'»>«'«•

shall annually in the month of January or February elect

one person to serve as a commissioner of the sinking

fund for the term of three years from the lirst Monday
of ]\Iarch then next ensuing, unless sooner removed, and
until his successor is elected and qualified. The board

of aldermen may remove any of said commissioners at

any time for cause it deems sufficient, and may till any

vacancy occurring in said board of commissioners at any

time. The present commissioners of the sinking fund

shall continue in office for the respective terms for which

they were elected, unless sooner removed, and until their

successors are elected and qualified. The commissioners To serve with-

of the sinking fund shall serve without compensation, uon?°™''^°^'''

Section 36. The cemetery committee shall consist of cemetery com.

/••n- 1 1111 ij.1 ni'ttee, election

SIX persons, legal voters ot said city, who shall be elected tem.etc.

as follows : — The board of aldermen shall annually in

the month of January or February elect two persons to

serve as members of the cemetery committee for the term

of three years from the first Monday of March then next

ensuing, unless sooner removed, and until their respective

successors are elected and qualified. Any member of

said committee may be removed at any time by the board

of aldermen for cause it deems sufficient, and any vacancy

in the committee may be filled at any time by the board

of aldermen. The present members of the cemetery com-
mittee shall continue in office for the terms for which they

were respectively elected, unless sooner removed, and
until their respective successors are elected and qualified.

Said committee shall have charge and control of the ceme- To serve with-

teries and burial places of the city, and shall serve with- uon!°™^^°**

out compensation.

Section 37. The city improvement committee shall ^g^/^o^mTti

consist of six persons, legal voters of said city, who *^^jjj^^®j^^°°'

shall be elected as follows: — The board of aldermen

shall annually in the month of January or February elect

two persons to serve as members of the city improvement



380 Acts, 1900.— Chap. 427.

committee for the term of three years from the first

Monday of March then next ensuing, unless sooner re-

moved, and until their respective successors are elected

and qualitied. The board of aldermen may remove any
member of said committee at any time for cause which

the board may deem sufficient, and any vacancy in the

committee may be filled by the board of aldermen at

any time. The present members of said committee shall

continue in office for the respective terms for which they

were elected, unless sooner removed, and until their suc-

cessors are elected and qualified. The committee shall

have the care, superintendence and management of the

public grounds belonging to the city, and also of all the

shade and ornamental trees standing and growing in or

upon any of the pu))lic streets and highways of the city,

subject however at all times to the control of the board
To serve with- of aldermen by ordinance or otherwise. The members
ou^compensa-

^^ ^^.^^ committec shall serve without compensation.
School com- Section 38. The school committee shall consist of the
mittee, election, r • t '^ m • ^ c ' i-U
terms, etc. mayor of said city, ex ofncio, and ot nine other persons,

inhabitants thereof, who shall be elected by the qualitied

voters of the city at large, voting in their respective

wards, as follows : — At the first municipal election held

under this act there shall be elected three members of

said committee, one each from the inhabitants of wards

two, four and six, to serve for the term of three years

beginning with the first Mondaj' of January next ensuing.

At the municipal election held under this act in the year

nineteen hundred and one there shall be elected three

members of said committee, one each from the inhabi-

tants of wards one and three, and one from the inhabi-

tants of the city at large, to serve for the term of three

years beginning on the first Monday of January then

next ensuing. At the municipal election held under this

act in the year nineteen hundred and two there shall be

elected three members of said committee, one each from
the inhabitants of wards five and seven, and one from
the inhabitants of the city at large, to serve for the term
of three years beginning on the first Monday of January
then next ensuing ; and at each subsequent municipal elec-

tion there shall be elected in the same manner as their

predecessors, three members of the school committee, to

hold office for the term of three years, as successors of

those whose terms of office expire at the expiration of the
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then current umnicipal year. The present members of
the school committee shall hold olBce for the terms for

which they were respectively elected and until their suc-

cessors are elected and qualitied.

Section 39. The members of the school committee Members of

shall serve without compensation. The mayor shall be teetoser^e""'

ex officio chairman of the board, and shall have a casting ^^ithoiit com.
'

, .
O pensation, etc.

vote, but the committee may elect from their own num-
ber a chairman, who shall preside in the absence of the

mayor. The school committee shall annually appoint,

but not from their own number, a superintendent of

schools, who shall act as secretary of the board. The
committee shall tix the salary of the superintendent and
may remove him for cause which it deems sufficient.

Any vacancy occurring in the board may be tilled by the vacancy.

board of aldermen and school committee in joint conven-
tion at any time, and the member so elected shall hold

office for the unexpired term of the member who has

ceased to hold office.

Section 40. The manasrement and control of the Po^tversand

public schools of the city shall be vested in said school co^miuee?'"'"'

committee, who shall, except as hereinafter limited, exer-

cise the powers and discharge the duties imposed by law
upon school committees, and shall have the care of all

school buildings and property and of making ordinary

repairs on the same and on school property, and shall

have charge of the purchase of text books and ordi-

nary school supplies, except the purchase of fuel, and the

charge of incidental and other ordinary expenses per-

taining to schoolhouses and school property. In the

exercise of said powers and duties and in the management .

of the public schools of the city the school committee is

hereby limited to the amount a]:)propriated by the board
of aldermen for expenditures for the purposes aforesaid.

The school committee shall fix the salaries or compen-
sation of the teachers in the public schools. The ag-

gregate amount fixed by the committee and paid by the

city for the salaries or compensation of all the teachers

in the pu])lic schools and of the superintendent of schools

for said city shall not exceed for any financial year four

dollars on every one thousand dollars of the average of

the assessors' valuations of the taxable property in said

city for the preceding three years, the valuation for each

year being first reduced by the amount of all abatements
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of necessity of
additional
school accom-
modations, etc.

allowed thereon previous to the thirty-first day of Decem-
ber in the year preceding the appropriations therefor,

and any order, vote or decision of the school committee
fixing a larger sum than is herein limited shall be valid

only up to said limit, but void to the extent of the excess

of the amount fixed above the sum herein limited. The
school committee shall in the month of January in each

year submit to the mayor an estimate in detail of the

amount deemed by it necessary to expend for its purposes

during the current financial year. The mayor in his

recommendations to the board of aldermen for appropria-

tions shall make such changes, additions or reductions in

the school committee's estimate as he shall determine, but

he shall not have the power to reduce the amount submitted

by the school committee for the salaries or compensation
of the teachers in the public schools and of the super-

intendent, unless the aggregate amount submitted is in

excess of the limit therefor tixed in this act. So far as

is consistent with the restrictions and limitations of this

act the school committee may maintain and keep the

public schools in said city the number of weeks estab-

lished by law, but nothing in this act shall be construed

as authorizing said committee to make any expenditure

or incur any liability in maintaining and keeping said

schools, over and above the amount appropriated there-

for, any law or statute to the contrary notwithstanding.

Sectiox 41. The school committee shall be the orig-

inal judge of the expediency and necessity of having
additional or improved accommodations for any public

school within the limits of the city ; and whenever in its

opinion a schoolhouse is required, or material alterations

are needed, it shall send a communication to the board of

aldermen, stating the locality and the nature of the further

provisions for schools which are needed. The board of

aldermen shall not authorize the erection of a school

house or any addition thereto, nor make any appropriation

for such purpose, until plans for the same have been
approved by vote of the school committee, and such

approval has been certified in writing to the board of

aldermen by the chairman of said committee. Whenever
the board of aldermen shall authorize the erection of a

school building or any addition thereto one member of

the school committee, to be designated by the mayor,
shall be a member of any commission or committee



Acts, 1900.— Chap. 427. 383

which may be appointed to have the supervision of the

erection of such buihlinjx or addition.

Sectiox 42. The mayor shall annually prepare a Mayor to

written statement containing his recommendations of ap- paroa'wHtten

propriations for the current financial year. Such state- uhiing^reco"m"-

ment shall contain a brief summary of the items of niendations of

111. I'll 11 appropnatiODB,

expenditure estmiated by him to be required by each de- etc.

jiartment of the city, including that of the public schools,

during said year. In the estimate for the public schools,

the amount submitted by the school committee for the

salaries or compensation of the teachers and the superin-

tendent of schools, if within the limit fixed by this act,

shall be recommended without change ; otherwise said

amount shall be reduced to said limit and recommended
for that sum. The mayor shall not be bound by the

amounts submitted by the school committee for expendi-

tures other than as aI)ove, and may add to or reduce the

same in his recommendations ; but he shall state in his

recommendations the items of expenditure submitted l)y

the school committee, and shall l)e responsible for any
changes therein which he shall make in his recommenda-
tions. The recommendations of the maj^or shall l)e filed To be filed with

with the city clerk not later than the first week of Febru-

ary, and the city clerk shall record the same and shall

at once cause a correct copy of the same to be mailed to

the address of each member of the board of aldermen at

least three days before the same shall be brought before

said board for action.

Section 43. The board of aldermen shall in the Board of aider-

month of February act upon the recommendations of the ™con,mTnd"'^°°

mayor in the order in which they are made, item by ti^oDs of mayor,

item, and shall have power in making appropriations to

reduce the amount of any item in said recommendations,

except the amount fixed for the salaries or compensation
of teachers and superintendent of schools, but they shall

not have the power to add to or increase the amount of

any item aforesaid, nor to add to or increase the entire

sum recommended hy the mayor for appropriations, nor

to add to or increase the sum recommended for expen-
ditures in any department of the city. The provisions

of section seventeen of this act shall not apply to any
proceedings of the board of aldermen under this or the

following section, and said board shall have power to

act upon all the items included in the recommendations
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other purpose
etc.

at one meeting and on the same day, but to reduce the

amount of any of said items an affirmative vote of a

majority of all the members of said board shall be re-

quired. All votes of the members of the board of alder-

men on the several items and matters recommended shall

be taken by yeas and nays, and the city clerk shall keep

a record of all votes of each member thereon. The sums

so voted shall constitute the appropriations for the ex-

penses of the city for the current financial year. If the

board of aldermen shall fail to make appropriations in the

month of February the recommendations of the mayor
so far as they have not been acted upon or changed by the

board of aldermen shall stand as the appropriations for the

then current financial year.

^°iatldlm-^r'
Sectiox 44. No moneys appropriated for a specific

specific purpose purposc or for expenditure in a particular department
not to be ex- ^ • i

pended for any shall bc expended for any other purpose or m any other

department, and no part of the amount appropriated for

any department, fund or account, shall be transferred to

another department, fund or account, or to or from the

contingent fund, except by the aflSrmative vote of fifteen

members of the board of aldermen, taken by yeas and

nays. Said vote shall be void and of no efi*ect unless

within two days thereafter the mayor shall deliver to the

city clerk his written approval of such vote or transfer.

The city clerk shall record said vote and approval. The
appropriation for the salaries or compensation of teachers

and of the superintendent of schools shall be used for no

other purpose, and no transfer of any other fund shall be

made thereto. The school committee shall not make any
contracts involving an expenditure of money or incur

any liability bej^ond the amount of the appropriation for

said department. All funds received by said conmiittee

or by the superintendent of schools other than from the

appropriations shall belong to the city, and shall be

forthwith turned into the city treasury. After the ex-

piration of the financial year and until the passage of the

regular annual appropriations, liabilities payable out of

a regular appropriation to be contained therein may be

incurred to an amount not exceeding one fourth of the

total of such appropriation for the preceding year. The
financial year shall l)egin with the first day of December
in each year, and all provisions of law relating to the

assessment of taxes and temporary loans in anticipation

Financial year
to begin with
December 1,

etc.
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of taxes shall be construed to apply to said tinancial year.

No money shall be paid from the city treasury unless

granted or appropriated by the board of aldermen, and
said board of aldermen shall require all officers intrusted

"svith the receipt, custody or disbursement of money to

give bonds with sufficient sureties for the faithful per-

formance of their duties. No money appropriated by the

aldermen shall be paid from the city treasury unless a

warrant for such payment is issued by the mayor under
his signature.

Section 45. In defraying the current expenses of
jj^o^rds*"!"'^'

the city no department, board, committee or official of not to incur'

the city shall have power to make any expenditure, incur ties, etc.

any liability, or make any contract involving an ex-

penditure of money, unless at the time of making such

expenditure or contract, or incurring such liability, there

shall be a balance of the appropriation therefor unex-
pended sufficient to meet such expenditure, contract or

liability. Moneys or funds transferred as provided in

section forty-four of this act shall for the purposes men-
tioned in this section be deemed a part of the particular

fund or account to which they have been transferred.

All moneys received by any department, board, commit-
tee or official of said city from any source other than

the annual appropriation, or the amount transferred

thereto under section forty-four of this act, shall be paid

at once to the city treasurer, and no department, board,

committee or officer shall have authority to use or dispose

of the same in any other manner.
Section 46. The mayor shall not sign a warrant for Mayor not to

the payment of any debt or liability for current expenses for^prymem^of

of the city which has been incurred or sanctioned by any pgnBg" ^^c.

other department, board, committee or official in viola-

tion of the two preceding sections. A failure on the

part of the mayor to comply herewith shall be deemed a

violation of his duty. Nothing in this act shall be con-

strued as requiring the management of any trust fund,

or the use, disposition or payment of the income thereof,

in a manner contrary to the provisions or conditions con-

tained in the instrument by which such trust fund is cre-

ated ; and nothing in this section and the three preceding
sections shall be deemed to apply to the receipt and ex-

penditure of the income accruing from the use of water
in said city.
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Section 47. The board of aldermen shall have the
general charge, care and control of city buildings and city

property, except as otherwise provided by law or in this

act, with power to sell, purchase or hire property, real

or personal, in the name and for the use of the city,

whenever the interest or convenience of the city may in

their judgment require it. The board ahall also keep all

such buildings and property in repair, and shall purchase
all supplies therefor, together with all fuel used in city

buildings. The board of aldermen shall not have the care

of school buildings or school property nor the charge of
ordinary repairs thereon, and shall not have any care,

control, custody or management whatsoever of any real or
personal property or funds given or accepted by said city

for special purposes or under special conditions which
are in any degree inconsistent therewith.

Section 48. The board of aldermen shall, subject to

the veto power of the mayor, have exclusive authority

and power to order the laying out, locating anew, alter-

ing or discontinuing of all streets and ways and highways
within the limits of the city, and to assess the damages
sustained by any person thereby, and further, except as is

otherwise provided herein, to act in all matters relating

to such laying out, locating anew, altering or discon-

tinuing. Any person aggrieved by the assessment of his

damages or by other action of the board of aldermen under
this section shall have all the rights and privileges now
allowed by law in such cases in appeals from decisions of
the selectmen of towns. But nothing in this act shall be
construed as aflecting or taking away the jurisdiction of
the county commissioners under section one hundred and
twenty-five of chapter one hundred and twelve of the

Public Statutes.

Section 49. The board of mayor and aldermen may
grade and construct sidewalks and complete any partially

constructed sidewalk in any street in said city as the

public convenience may require, with or without edge-
stones, as said board shall deem expedient, and may
cover the same with brick, flat stones, concrete, gravel

or other appropriate material, and may assess upon the

abutters on such sidewalks in just proportions, not ex-

ceeding one half the expense of the same ; but all assess-

ments so made shall constitute a lien upon the abutting^

land and be collected in the same manner as taxes oa
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real estate ; aud such sidewalks, when constructed with

edgestones and covered with brick, flat stones or con-

crete, shall afterwards be maintained at the expense of

the city. When any such sidewalk shall be permanently
constructed with edgestones and covered with brick, flat

stones or concrete, as aforesaid, there shall be deducted
from the assessment therefor any sum which shall have
been previously assessed upon the abutting premises and
paid to the city for the expense of the construction of the

same in any other manner than wnth edgestones and with
brick, flat stones or concrete, as aforesaid ; and such
deduction shall be made pro rata and in just proportions

from the assessment upon ditferent abutters, who at the

time of such assessments are owners of the estate which
at the time of such former assessment was the estate of

the abutters who had previously paid such former assess-

ments.
Section 50. In estimating the damage sustained by Damages.

any party by the construction of sidewalks, as aforesaid,

there shall be allowed by way of set-off the benefit, if

any, to the property of the party by reason thereof.

The board of aldermen may vote that all assessments on interest on

account of the construction of sidewalks, as aforesaid,
''^^^^^n^ents.

shall bear interest at a specified rate, not exceeding seven

per cent per annum, from the thirtieth day after the as-

sessment, until paid ; and the interest accruing under such
vote or votes shall be added to and be a part of such
assessments.

Section 51. If the owner of real estate, within sixty Apportionment

days after notice of a sidewalk assessment thereon under °j^^«^««*°^^'^^^'

the provisions of this act, notifies said board of mayor
and aldermen to apportion the same said board shall

apportion it into three equal parts, and certify such ap-
portionment to the assessors ; and the assessors shall add
one of said parts, with interest from the thirtieth day after

assessment, to the annual tax of such real estate for each
of the three years next ensuing. All liens for the collec-

tion of such assessments and interest shall continue until

the expiration of two years from the time when the last

instalment is committed to the collector.

Section 52. The board of overseers of the poor of said overseers of

city shall consist of three persons, members of the board pointment,

of aldermen, and shall be appointed as follows:
—

rpj^^
terms, etc.

mayor shall, in the month of January in the year nineteen



388 Acts, 1900.— Chap. 427.

Overseers of
the poor, ap-
pointment,
terms, etc.

Board of pub-
lic works, ap-
pointment,
terms, etc.

hundred and one, appoint from the members of the board
of aldermen elected for the term of three years one per-

son to serve as an overseer of the poor for the term of

three years from the tirst Monday of February next en-

suing ; and shall appoint from the members of the board
of aldermen elected for the term of two years one })erson

to serve as an overseer of the poor for the term of two
years from said first Monday of February ; and shall ap-

point from the members of the board of aldermen elected

for the term of one year one person to serve as an over-

seer of the poor for the term of one year from said first

Monday of February ; and thereafter the mayor shall

annually in the mouth of January appoint from the mem-
bers of the ])oard of aldermen who shall have then been
last elected one person to serve as a member of said

board of overseers of the poor for the term of three years

from the first Monday of February then next ensuing.

All members of the board of overseers of the poor, unless

sooner removed, shall serve for the term of their appoint-

ment and until their respective successors are appointed
and qualified. The mayor may remove a member of said

board at any time for cause deemed by him sufficient, and
may appoint the successor of such member for the unex-
pired term, and may fill any vacancy occurring in said

board for the remainder of the term. Only one alderman
from a ward shall be eligible for membership in said board
at the same time.

Sectiox 53. The board of public works of said city

shall consist of the mayor, ex officio, and six persons,

members of the board of aldermen, who shall be appointed
as follows :— The mayor shall, in the month of January
in the year nineteen hundred and one, appoint from the

members of the board of aldermen elected for the term of

three years two persons to serve as members of said board
of pul)lic works for the term of three years from the first

Monday of February next ensuing ; and shall appoint
from the members of the board of aldermen elected for

the term of two years two persons to serve as members
of said board of public works for the term of two years

from the first Monday of said February : and shall appoint
from the members of the board of aldermen elected for

the term of one year two persons to serve as members
of said board of public works for the term of one year
from the first Monday of said February ; and thereafter
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the mayor shall annually in the month of January appoint
from the members of the board of aldermen last elected

two persons to serve as members of said board of pul)lic

works for the term of three years from the tirst Monday
of February then next ensuing. Not more than two
aldermen from the same ward of said city shall be eligible

to membership in said board of public works at the same
time. The mayor shall be chairman of said board of '^ayoftobe

''

1 11 1
chairman, etc.

public works and shall have a casting vote and a veto

power over the actions of the board, and it shall require

five affirmative votes of said board to take action over his

veto.

Section 54. The committee on city property, fuel and
^jtr^ro^^frt*"

lights of said city shall consist of three persons, members fuel and ligius,

of the board of aldermen, who shall be appointed as fol- term*, etc.

lows :— The mayor shall, in the month of January in the

year nineteen hundred and one, appoint from the members
of the board of aldermen elected for the term of three

years one person to serve as a member of said committee
for the term of three years from the first Monday of
February then next ensuing ; and shall appoint from the

members of the board of aldermen elected for the term of

two years one person to serve as a member of said com-
mittee for the term of two years from the first Monday of

February then next ensuing ; and shall appoint from the

members of the board ofaldermen elected for the term ofone
year one person to serve as a member of said committee
for the term of one year from the first Monday of Feb-
ruary then next ensuing ; and thereafter the mayor shall

annually in the month of January appoint from the board
of aldermen who shall have then been last elected one
person to serve as a member of said committee for the

term of three years from the first Monday of February
then next ensuing. The mayor may remove a member
of said committee for cause deemed by him sufficient, and
may appoint the successor of such member for the unex-
pired term, and may fill any vacancy occurring in said

board for the remainder of the term.

SECTion 55. The committee on fire and police depart- comnaittee on

ments and licenses of said city shall consist of three per- departments

sons, members of the board of aldermen, who shall be appointmelft,

appointed as follows :— The mayor shall, in the month of t^^i*. etc.

January in the year nineteen hundred and one, appoint
from the members of the board of aldermen elected for the
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term of three years one person to serve as a member of
said committee for the term of three years from the first

Monday of February then next ensuing ; and shall appoint
from the members of the board of aldermen elected for the

term of two years one person to serve as a member of

said committee for the term of two years from said first

Monday of February ; and shall appoint from the mem-
bers of the board of aldermen elected for the term of one
year one person to serve as a member of said committee
for the term of one year from said first Monday of Feb-
ruary ; and thereafter the mayor shall annually in the

month of January appoint from the members of the

board of aldermen who shall have then been last elected

one person to serve as a member of said committee for

the term of three years from the first Monday of Feb-
ruary then next ensuing.

fin"n"e"nd°° Section 56. The Committee on finance and claims shall
claims, appoint- cousist of three pcrsous, members of the board of aldermen,
ment, terms, iini • ^ i> ^ •

etc. who shall be appointed as follows : — The mayor shall, in

the month of January in the year nineteen hundred and
one, appoint from the members of the board of aldermen
elected for the term of three years one person to serve as a

member of said committee for the term of three years from
the first Monday of February then next ensuing ; and shall

appoint from the members of the ])oard of aldermen elected

for the term of tw^o years one person to serve as a mem-
ber of said committee for the term of two years from said

first Monday of February ; and shall appoint from the

members of the board of aldermen elected for the term
of one year one person to serve as a member of said

committee for the term of one year from said first Mon-
day of February ; and thereafter the mayor shall annually

in the month of January appoint from the members of

the board of aldermen who shall then have been last

elected one person to serve as a member of said committee
for the term of three years from the first Monday of Feb-
ruary then next ensuing.

and'cuy'audi'tor, Section 57. The mayor shall annuall}' in the month
appointment, ^f January appoint a city solicitor and a city auditor, who

shall hold their respective offices for the term^of one year

from the first Monday of February then next ensuing,

unless sooner removed, and until their respective succes-

sors are appointed and qualified. They may be removed
by the mayor at any time for cause he shall deem suffi-
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<'ient. Neither the city solicitor nor the city auditor shall

hold any other office under the city government, nor be a

member of any department, board or committee thereof.

Section 58. The board of overseers of the poor shall
apJfofmTenT'

annually in the month of February appoint a city almoner, powers and
'

who shall not be a member of the city government or

of any department, board or committee thereof. The
city almoner shall keep a record of the settlements of

all paupers or persons who are or who may become a

city charge, and shall, under the direction of and by
authority of the overseers of the poor, relieve the wants
of such paupers outside the almshouse as may be neces-

sary and proper. He shall as aforesaid see that the

paupers who are chargeable to other cities and towns are

maintained by such cities and towns at their own ex-

pense, and that the city shall be reimbursed for outlays

made for the paupers chargeable to the Commonwealth or

other cities or towns. He shall under the direction of

the overseers of the poor report all cases needing legal

attention to the city solicitor, and shall furnish him with
all the information possible in controversies arising over
pauper settlements or otherwise. He shall perform such
other duties as the overseers of the poor, or the board of

aldermen by ordinance, may from time to time prescribe.

His compensation shall be fixed by ordinance. He may compensation,

be removed from office at any time by the overseers of
^^'^'

the poor for any cause which they may deem sufficient,

and they may fill the vacancy at any time. Said board overseers of
•^ *'

.
poor to be

of overseers of the poor shall be the directors of the directors of

almshouse in said city, with all the powers vested in di- etc.

rectors of almshouses by laws of this Commonwealth.
Section 59. The board of public works shall have Board of public

the general supervision, direction and control in carrying
^^o^i^^* duties,

into effect all orders, votes and decisions of the board of

aldermen relating to :
—

(a) The laying out, alteration, relocation and discon-

tinuance of highways and streets in said city.

(b) Grading, constructing and completing sidewalks
in any street in said city.

(c) Locating, placing and removing poles, wires, pipes,

fixtures and stmctures in, on or over any street in said

city.

The board of public works shall have the exclusive de- To have control

termination, supervision and control of the repairs of high- highways.^ete.
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ways, ways, streets, bridges and sidewalks in said city, and
of the macadamizing and other road construction therein.

Section 60. The board of public works shall annu-
ally in the month of February choose a superintendent

of streets, who shall hold office from the first Monday of

March then next ensuing, and who shall be under the

general direction of said board, have all the powers
and be subject to all the duties, liabilities and penalties

which are by law vested in or imposed upon surveyors of

highways or road commissioners of towns, except as other-

wise provided herein. The compensation of the super-

intendent of streets shall be fixed by the board of aldermen
by ordinance. The board of public works shall have
power to remove said superintendent at any time for cause

it may deem sufficient, and upon a vote of removal his

compensation shall cease and the vacancy caused by such
removal may be filled at any time. The board of public

works may also at such times as it may deem necessary

hire one or more persons to assist the superintendent of

streets as he may require in the oversight and manage-
ment of the work pertaining to his department. Such
assistants may be removed at any time, and upon such
removal their compensation shall cease.

Section 61. The board of public w^orks shall consti-

tute the board of sewer commissioners of said city ; and
all the powers vested in said sewer commissioners by chap-

ter three hundred and fifty-four of the acts of the year eight-

een hundred and eighty-eight shall be hereafter vested

in and exercised by said board of public works, and all

powers vested by sections two to twelve, inclusive, of said

chapter in the city council of the city of Northampton
shall be hereafter vested in and exercised by the board
of aldermen of said city. When this act takes full efiect

the present board of sewer commissioners shall cease to

exist and shall no longer have and exercise any powers
under or by virtue of said chapter three hundred and
fifty-four. Said board of public works in its capacity

as the board of sewer commissioners shall annually ap-

point a clerk, to be under its direction and control,

and may appoint a superintendent. The records of the

sewer commissioners shall be kept separate from the rec-

ords of all other acts of the board of public works, but
the clerk of the sewer commissioners may also be elected

as the clerk of the board of public works in the adminis-
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tration of its other duties under this act. Neither the

clerk nor the superintendent of sewers shall be a mem-
ber of said board of public works or of any other board,

committee or department of the city government. The
board of public works shall have power to remove said

clerk or superintendent at any time for such cause as

said board shall deem sufficient, and thereafter the com-
pensation of such clerk or superintendent shall cease.

All the provisions of chapter three hundred and fifty-

four of the acts of the year eighteen hundred and eighty-

eight 'not inconsistent with this act shall be and remain

in force, and all rules and regulations heretofore made
by the board of sewer commissioners of said city and in

force at the time when this act takes effect, shall con-

tinue in force until changed, amended, repealed or abro-

gated by the board of public works.

Section 62. No person or corporation shall dig up Public streets

any public street or sidewalk in said city without author- norto^be^dug

ity from the board of public works, except when spe- SodtTf^onr
cially authorized by the board of aldermen to do so, and

^v°o''rk8°except,''

on such terms and conditions as the board of public etc.

works may prescribe. When any person or corporation

has occasion to dig up the soil or disturb the surface in

any public street or sidewalk in said city, except when
specially authorized by the board of aldermen, the same
shall be restored, replaced and reconstructed under the

direction and control of the superintendent of streets, and
all costs and expenses incurred in restoring, replacing

or reconstructing said street or sidewalk, including a

reasonable charge for the time and services of said super-

intendent of streets and of the men employed by him,

and a fair price for all materials furnished, shall be pay-

able to said city upon completion of said work. Said

city of Northampton shall have the right to recover for

said time, services, costs, expenses and materials of such

person or corporation, in an action of contract.

Section 63. The committee on city property, fuel ceH^in cj)^mmit-

and lights, the committee on fire and police departments such duties as

and licenses, and the committee on finance and claims, aldermen shaii

shall severally perform such duties, not inconsistent with
'^^'^'^'"'°®-

the other provisions of this act, as the board of aldermen
shall by ordinance or otherwise determine. The term Term iiceuses

licenses as used in this section and in section fifty-five
'^®^°®'*-

shall mean licenses granted by the board of aldermen.
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Section 64. The city solicitor shall perform all legal

services in which the city is interested, and attend to all

proceedings at law or in equity to which the city is a
party, and to all claims made to the board of aldermen.
For these purposes he shall have sole charge of all such
matters and proceedings. He shall give in writing his

legal opinion upon any of the municipal affairs of the

city, upon the request of the mayor or board of aldermen,
and in addition shall give his opinion upon the law relat-

ing to municipal aifairs in any department, upon request

made by the head of such department.
Section 65. The city auditor shall audit the accounts

of the different departments, boards and committees and
of the city treasurer every month, and shall perform such

other duties as the board of aldermen may by ordinance

determine.

Section 66. The city engineer shall give his whole
time to the city and shall have sole charge and control

of and shall attend to all the engineering work of the

city. He shall, at the request of the board of public

works, prepare plans and estimates of any proposed
alterations in or construction of main drains or common
sewers, and conduits, streets, sidewalks and other public

works, except the water works, and he shall, at the re-

quest of the board of water commissioners, perform all

such services respecting the water works of the city as

are proper for a civil engineer to perform. He shall as-

sist the city solicitor as far as possible in defending the

city against suits and claims brought against it for dam-
ages sustained by reason of any defect or want of repair

in any public way, or for any cause whatever. He shall

perform such other duties as the board of aldermen may
prescribe, not inconsistent herewith.

Section 67. All committees of the board of aldermen
not specially provided for in this act, but deemed necessary

or desirable in the management of the municipal affairs of

the city, may be appointed by the mayor, and the duties

of such committees shall be fixed by ordinance. Every
committee having occasion to keep accounts or records

may appoint a clerk and may remove him whenever it sees

fit. His compensation shall be fixed by ordinance.

Section 68. All books of account or record required

by any department, board, committee or oflScial shall be
furnished by and shall remain the property of the city.
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Section 69. When appointments are to be made by Mayor to have

the mayor and aldermen of said city the mayor shall of nomumtion^'^

have the exclusive power of nomination, subject to con- "» certain caBes.

firmation or rejection by the board of aldermen ; and if

a person so nominated is rejected the mayor may once
renew such nomination, and if again rejected he shall

thereafter make another and different nomination.

Section 70. Every officer who is elected by the board certain officers

„, . ^ -, , 111! . IT to be notified of

ot aldermen or apponited by the mayor shall be notmed election or ap-

by the city clerk of his election or appointment, and if
p°°'"''°>*°-

within seven days after said notice is sent he has not
filed with the city clerk his written declination he shall

be deemed to have accepted the office to which he was
elected or appointed ; but he shall qualify before entering

upon the performance of the duties of said office.

Section 71. The city clerk upon receipt of any order copy of order

of removal, or upon the passage of any vote of removal to be'served^
*^"

by the board of aldermen, shall cause a copy thereof to
"J'^ov^e^.*'^'^

be served forthwith upon the officer so removed, either

personally or by leaving the same at his last and usual

place of residence, and the office shall be deemed to be
vacant from the time of the service of such notice.

Section 72. Any office established under and by offices to be.

virtue of this act shall become vacant if the incumlient underTertain

ceases to be a resident of the city. The conviction of
'=o°<^>"°°«-

the incumbent of any such office of a crime punishable by
imprisonment shall create a vacancy in the office held by
him.

Section 73. Vacancies which may at any time occur Fiiungof

in any office which is filled by election by the board of

aldermen or by appointment by the mayor may be filled

for the unexpired term by election or by appointment, in

the same manner as the officer whose place is vacant was
elected or appointed.

Section 74. Nothing herein contained shall affect the civii service.

enforcement of the provisions of chapter three hundred
and twenty of the acts of the year eighteen hundred and
eighty-four, being " An Act to improve the civil service

of the Commonwealth and the cities thereof", and acts in

amendment thereof and in addition thereto, or of the

rules made by the commissioners appointed thereunder

;

and the board of aldermen shall make sufficient appro-
priations for the carrj'ing out and enforcement of said

acts and such rules in said city.
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Contracts. SECTION 75. All contracts made by any department
of the city except as otherwise provided for in this act

shall, when the amount involved is five hundred dollars

or more, be in writing, and no such contract shall be

deemed to have been made or executed until the approval

of the mayor is affixed thereto. All contracts when the

amount involved is one thousand dollars or more shall

be accompanied by a bond, to an amount and w'ith sure-

ties satisfactory to the mayor, or by a deposit of money
or other security for the faithful performance of such

contracts ; and such bonds or other security shall be
deposited with the city treasurer until the contract has

been carried out in all respects ; and no such contract

shall be altered except by written agreement of the

contractor, the sureties on his bond, and the officer or

board making the contract, with the approval of the

mayor affixed thereto.

be mLde' w°itb
'° SECTION 76. Neither the mayor nor any officer of

certain perBong, the City, uor any member of a board, committee or com-
mission having authority to expend money or to incur

indebtedness on account of the city shall directly or

indirectly contract with himself or with any other mem-
ber of the same board, committee or commission, for the

rendering of services to the city or the furnishing of

materials or supplies to the city, or to any person for or

on account of the city ; and any contract made in violation

of this section shall be void : provided, that this section

shall not apply to the payment of the incidental and nec-

essary expenses of such officer or board.

Section 77. All salaries and compensation of city

officers and clerks of departments, boards or committees
shall, except as is otherwise provided herein, be estab-

lished by ordinance by the board of aldermen, but no
ordinance changing any such salary shall take effect until

the municipal year succeeding that in which the ordinance

is passed.

Section 78. All acts and parts of acts inconsistent

with this act are hereby repealed : provided, however, that

the repeal of said acts shall not affect any act done or

right accruing or accrued or established, or any suit or

proceeding had or commenced in any civil suit before

the time when such repeal takes effect, and that no offence

committed and no penalty or forfeiture incurred under the

acts hereby repealed and before the time when such repeal

Proviso.

Saiariea, etc.

Repeal.

Proviso.
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takes effect shall be affected by the repeal ; and that no
suit or prosecution pending at the time of the said repeal,

for any offence committed or for the recovery of any
penalty or forfeiture incurred under the acts hereby re-

pealed, shall be affected by such repeal ; and provided. Proviso.

aho, that all the ordinances of the city of Northampton
which shall be in force at the time when said repeal takes

effect, and which are not inconsistent with the provisions

of this act, shall continue in force until the same are re-

pealed by the board of aldermen.

Section 79. No act which has been heretofore re- Certain acts not

pealed shall be revived by the repeal of the acts men- repJar^^""^
^

tioned in the preceding section.

Section 80. This act shall be submitted to the quali- submission of

r. -, ' y • f -KT ^ c question of

tied voters oi the city oi Northampton tor acceptance at acceptance.

a special election to be held within sixty days from its

passage. The vote shall be taken by ballot in answer to

the following question : Shall an act passed by the gen-

eral court in the year nineteen hundred,
entitled " An Act to revise the Charter of

the City of Northampton ", be accepted ?

YES.

NO.

In case this act is not accepted by the voters of said city at if not accepted... 1 1 • • • 1 11 • T
to be submitted

its first submission under this section it shall be submitted at state election.

a second time to said voters at the annual state election in

the year nineteen hundred, and the vote shall be taken by
ballot in answer to the question above stated.

Section 81. So much of this act as authorizes and ^^^° *° *^''«

directs the submission of the question of its acceptance to

the qualified voters of said city shall take effect upon its

passage ; so much hereof as relates to elections hereunder
shall apply to the annual municipal election to be held

on the second Tuesday of December in the year nineteen

hundred if the larger number of votes upon the question

of its acceptance is in the affirmative ; and if so accepted

this act shall take full effect on the first Monday in Janu-
ary then next ensuing. Approved June 30, 1900.

Ax Act to provide for the better protection of lobsters, niiart 428
Be it enacted, etc., as folloios

:

Section 1. Section one of chapter two hundred and
etc^'a^ml'ndl'd.

twelve of the acts of the year eighteen hundred and eighty-

four, as amended by section one of chapter three hundred
and fourteen of the acts of the year eighteen hundred and


