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assist each other and said commissioners in their several

duties. Said commissioners shall give to the board of

police for the city of Boston, and to all chiefs of police and
city marshals, all information the commissioners may have
in any case regarding which said police officials shall inquire.

Section 5. It shall be the duty of said commissioners,
from time to time, to confer with the justices of the

several courts for the purpose of securing an improve-
ment of the probation service, greater uniformity in the

administration of the duties of probation officers, and a

better co-ordination of their work. They shall also con-

fer with the probation officers of said courts, and shall

give said officers such assistance as will promote the best

interests of the service.

Section 6. Whenever in the opinion of said commis-
sioners a conference of any or all of the probation officers

and assistant probation officers will secure their better co-

operation with each other and will promote the efficiency

of their work, said commissioners shall cause such con-

ference to be held, and one of said commissioners shall

preside over the same. The reasonable travelling ex-

penses of said officers in attending such conferences shall

be paid as their other expenses are paid.

Section 7. During the month of November of each

year said commissioners shall make a report to the gov-

ernor on the operation of the probation system and its

results, together with recommendations for the improve-

ment of the service.

Section 8. Said commissioners shall be furnished

with such additional office accommodations as they shall

need ; shall be provided with all necessary facilities for

carrying on the work required of them by this act, and
may employ such assistance as the governor and council

from time to time shall authorize.

Section 9. This act shall take effect on the first day
of October of the current year. Approved July 10, 1900.

(JJiaV,4:50 ^^ ^^'^ '^^ REVISE THE LAWS CONCERNING THE DISTRIBUTION OF

ESTATES OF DECEASED PERSONS AND THE RIGHTS OF SURVIVING

WIDOWS AND HUSBANDS THEREIN.

Be it enacted, etc., as follotcs

:

tpp^!illc., Section 1. The articles of apparel and the ornaments
of widow and of the widow and minor children of a deceased person shall
minor children. , •,

, . .

belong to them respectively.
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Section 2. Such parts of the estate of a deceased Allowance of
'

. Ill iieceBsaries to

person as the probate court, havinfj regard to all the cir- widow and
.

' o C
^ children

cunistanoes ot the case, may allow as necessaries to his

widow for herself and for his family under her care, or

if there is no widow to his minor children, not exceeding
one hundred dollars to any child, and also such provisions

and other articles as are necessary for the reasonable
sustenance of his femily, and the use of his house and of
the furniture therein for six months after his death, shall

not be taken as assets for the payment of debts, legacies

or charges of administration. After exhausting the per-
sonal estate real estate may be sold to provide the amount
of allowance decreed, in the same manner in which it is

sold for the payment of de))ts : jjroyuZe^/, hoivever, that Proviso.

no such sale shall be authorized after the expiration of
two years from the time of the approval of the bond of
the executor or administrator of the deceased.

Section 3. When a person dies possessed of personal nistribution of

estate not lawfully disposed of by will it shall be applied ertyofintes-

and distributed as follows :
— ^^^'

First. The personal estate remaining after the allow-

ance to the widow and children mentioned in sections one
and two shall be applied to the payment of the debts of
the deceased, the charges of his funeral and the settlement
of his estate.

Second. The residue shall be distributed amonfj the

persons and in the proportions prescribed for the descent
of real estate in chapter one hundred and twenty-five of
the Public Statutes and acts in amendment thereof, except
as otherwise provided herein.

Third. If there is no husband, widow or kindred of
the deceased, the whole of the residue shall escheat to the

Commonwealth.
Section 4. Of the remaining personal estate and real DiBtribution of

estate of the deceased not lawfully disposed of l)y will, sonai and real

the surviving husband or widow shall take and hold one fntestates.

third if the deceased leaves issue ; five thousand dollars

and one half of the remaining estate if the deceased leaves
no issue ; and the whole if the deceased leaves no kindred.
In case the personal estate is insufficient to pay the said

sura of five thousand dollars the balance shall be paid
from the sale or mortgage, in the manner provided for

the payment of debts or legacies, of any interest of the

deceased in real estate which he could have conveyed at

the time of his death.
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Section 5. When a man and his wife are seized in

her right, and when a married woman is seized to her sole

and separate use of an estate of inheritance in lands, the

husband shall, on the death of the wife, hold one third of

the lands for his life, which estate shall be known as his

tenancy thereof by the curtesy; a wife shall be entitled

to her dower at common law in the lands of her deceased
husband ; but to be entitled thereto the surviving husband
or widow shall file his or her election and claim therefor

in the registry of probate within one year from the date

of the approval of the bond of the executor or adminis-

trator of the deceased, and shall thereupon hold, instead

of the interest in real estate given in section four of this

act, curtesy in whole or in part, as provided herein, or

dower ; otherwise either estate shall be deemed to be

waived.

Curtesy may be assigned in the same manner in whick
dower is now assigned in the probate court ; and until

assignment the tenant of each estate shall be entitled to

the possession and profits of one undivided third of the

real estate of the deceased from his death, and to all rem-
edies for the same which his heirs have in the remaininsf

estate.

Vested rights of curtesy at the time this act takes effect

may be held and claimed in the manner above provided

;

but in that case the husband shall take no other interest in

any part of the real or personal estate of his wife.

Section 6. No surviving husband or widow of a de-

ceased person shall be entitled to make claim for an inter-

est in the real estate of such deceased, or to begin an

action or other proceeding for the recovery thereof, unless

such claim or action is made or begun within twenty years

after the death of said deceased, or after he has ceased to

occupy or receive the profits of his share of such real es-

tate ; except that if at the time of such death he is absent

from the Commonwealth, under twenty-one years of age,

insane or imprisoned, he may make such claim or begin
such action or proceeding at any time within twenty years

after such disability ceases.

Section 7. A married woman or a married man may
make a will. The surviving husband or widow of a de-

ceased person, at any time within one year after the pro-

bate of the will of such deceased, may file in the registry

of probate a writing signed by him, waiving any provisions.
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that may have been made in it for him, or claiming such

portion of the estate of the deceased as he woukl have

been entitled to if the deceased had died intestate, and he

shall thereupon be entitled to the same portion of the

estate of the deceased, real and personal, that he would
have been entitled to if the deceased had died intestate

;

except that if he would thus become entitled to real and
personal estate to an amount exceeding ten thousand dol-

lars in value, he shall receive in addition to that amount
only the income during his life of the excess of his share

of such estate above that amount, the personal estate to be

held in trust and the real estate vested in him for life,

from the death of the deceased ; and except that if the de-

ceased leave no kindred, he upon such waiver shall take

the interest he would have taken if the deceased had died

leaving kindred but no issue. The amount not exceeding

ten thousand dollars above given absolutely shall be paid

out of that part of the personal estate in which the husband
or widow is interested ; and in case it is insufBcient the

remainder shall be paid from the sale or mortgage in fee,

in the manner provided for the paj'ment of debts or lega-

cies, of that part of the real estate in which he is inter-

ested, to be made either before or after it is set off for his

life from the other real estate of the deceased.

When, after probate of such will, legal proceedings are Time for flUng

instituted wherein its validity or etfect is drawn in ques- exTend^d^m^

tion, the probate court may, within said one year, on his
certain cases.

petition and after such notice as it may order, extend the

time for filing the aforesaid claim and waiver until the ex-

piration of six months from the termination of such legal

proceedings.

Section 8. The probate court may upon application Probate court

f • 1 \ ^ • 1
^i li rnay appoint

01 any person interested appoint one or more trustees to trustees upon

hold during the life of a husband or widow any personal
''pp'i'=^*i'>°-

estate to the income of which he may be entitled under the

preceding section, and a trustee so appointed shall be ap-

pointed subject to the provisions, so far as they may be
applicable, of chapter one hundred and forty-one of the

Public Statutes, and of all amendments thereof.

Section 9. A husband shall have the same rights in Rigbts in buriai

the tomb or burial lot of his wife which a wife now has in

that of her husband, and he may assert or release the same
in the same manner as she may now assert or release her

rights.
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Section 10. Chapter one hundred and thirty-five, sec-

tions one, three and fourteen of chapter one hundred and
twenty-four, sections eighteen and nineteen of chapter one

hundred and twenty-seven and section six of chapter one
hundred and forty-seven of the Public Statutes, and all

acts in amendment of them, and so much of any other act

as is inconsistent herewith, are hereby repealed : providftd,

that this act shall in no way afl'ect the estates of persons

deceased before it takes effect. All acts and parts of acts

referring to or dependent upon acts or parts of acts re-

pealed hereby shall be construed to refer to or depend
upon the provisions of this act so far as the same may be

applicable thereto.

Section 11. Chapter four hundred and seventy-nine

of the acts of the year eighteen hundred and ninety-nine

is hereby repealed.

Section 12. Section eleven of this act shall take effect

upon its passage, and the remainder of this act shall take

effect on the first day of July in the year nineteen hundred
and one. Approved July 10, 1900.

Chap

aud after Jan-
uary 1, 1904.

.451 ^^ ^^'^ '^O PROVIDE FOR THE CARE OF THE INSANE BY THE STATE

HOARD OF INSANITY AND TO ESTABLISH THE STATE COLONY FOR

THE INSANE.

Be it enacted, etc., asfollotos:

Commonwealth Section 1. The CommouWealth, from and after the

control, etc.,' first day of January in the year nineteen hundred and four,

pera^ons'fronT"^ shall, by the officcrs and boards authorized thereto, have

the care, control and treatment of all insane persons who
are now cared for by the Commonwealth, or by any city

or town, or by any board of officers thereof, or who may
be committed to the institutions of the Commonwealth
established by law for the care of the insane ; and no city

or town shall hereafter establish any asylum or other

institution for the care of the insane, nor after said date

maintain any such institution or be liable for the board,

care, treatment or act of any insane person. As soon as

practicable after the first day of January in the year

nineteen hundred and four the state board of insanity

may transfer all insane persons who are cared for by the

Commonwealth or by any city or town or by any board of

officers thereof, and who are not cared for in any hospital,

asylum or receptacle maintained by the Commonwealth,


