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By Mr. Larkin of Pittsfield, petition of Peter J. Larkin and others

that cable antenna television system licensees be required to provide
free air time to candidates for certain public offices. Telecommunica-
tions, Utilities and Energy.
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In the Year Two Thousand and Five.

An Act providing for free air time on cable antenna television
FOR CERTAIN CANDIDATES.

B£ it enacted by the Senate and House ofRepresentatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority ofthe same, as follows:

Chapter 166 A of the General Laws is hereby amended by
2 inserting after section 5 the following section:—
3 Section SA. In the event a license is issued that the licensee4 shall agree to a minimum of 2 hours per week of candidate cen-
-5 tered programming for a total of 6 weeks preceding a primary or
6 general state election for state senator and state representative at
1 least 4 of which shall be immediately preceding the general elec--8 tion. At least half the segments shall air between 5 PM and 11:359 PM and no segment that airs between midnight and 6 AM shall10 count towards meeting the requirements hereof.

11 For the purpose of this section the following terms shall have12 the following meanings:—
“Candidate centered programming”, including debates, inter--14 views, candidate statements and other news or public affairs for--15 mats that provide for a discussion of issues by candidates; it does16 not include paid political advertisements.
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17 License shall return editorial control over the segments they air
18 and shall decide the placement and duration of each segment. Not
19 all political candidates would be eligible for this system. Candi-
-20 dates would qualify for the system as follows:
21 (A) House of Representatives candidates For candidates for
22 election to the state representatives, that
23 (i) the individual has received at least $5,000 in contributions
24 from individuals, not counting any amount less than $25 and any
25 amount in excess of $250 from any individual or political com-
-26 mittee.
27 (ii) the individual faces opposition in the primary or general
28 election from at least 1 other candidate who has received contribu-
-29 tions of at least $5,000 from individuals, not counting any amount
30 less than $25 and any amount in excess of $250.
31 (B) senate candidates For candidates for election to the
32 State Senate, that:—
33 (i) the individual has received at least $15,000 in contributions
34 from individuals, not counting any amount less than $25 and any
35 amount in excess of $250 from any individual or political com-
-36 mittee.
37 (ii) the individual faces opposition in the primary or general
38 election from at least 1 other candidate who has received contribu-
-39 tions of at least $15,000 from individuals, not counting any
40 amount less than $25 and any amount in excess of $250.
41 In addition to the above 50% of the funds raised by a candidate
42 for state representative and state senator shall be raised from resi-
-43 dents of the district from which election is sought. Money raised
44 shall be used only for campaign purposes only; provided, how-
-45 ever, that it may be used to defray the costs of a district office in
46 non-election years and money may be raised for that purpose.
47 The office of campaign and political finance shall enforce and
48 oversee the implementation of this section.
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