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To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives

Pursuant to Article LVI of the Constitution of the Commonwealth, as
amended by Article XC, Section 3 of the Amendments to the Constitution of
the Commonwealth, I am returning to you for amendment House Bill
No. 4376, “An Act Amending the Law Establishing the Northern Berkshire
Industrial Park and Development Corporation.”

1 am returning the bill for amendment for three reasons. First, the bill
inadvertently omitted the Town of Florida from the list of communities
whose residents may be appointed to the board of directors. My proposed
amendment inserts the Town of Florida in that list, thereby granting its resi-
dents eligibility for appointment to the board of directors. My second pro-
posed amendment offers technical corrections to Chapter 758 of the Acts of
1985 by referencing the Department of Housing and Community Develop-
ment (DHCD) and its Director, in place of the Executive Office of Commu-
nities and Development and its Secretary. Finally, 1 continue to be very
concerned about providing government entities an excessive degree of power
to take private property for private development purposes. Therefore, my
proposed amendment will prohibit the Northern Berkshire Industrial Park
and Development Corporation from initiating eminent domain proceedings
for private development purposes.

Accordingly, I propose that the bill be amended as follows

By inserting at the end of section 2 the following sentence



HOUSE No. 4698 [October 2006]

“Provided, however, that the corporation shall not initiate an eminent
domain taking ofprivate property for private development purposes.”

and by inserting in section 3, after the word “Cheshire, “the following:

“Florida,”

and by inserting after section 5 thereof the following sections 5A and 5B:

“SECTION SA. Section lof chapter 758 of the acts of 1985 is hereby
amended by striking out “ “Department”, the executive office of communi-
ties and development” and inserting in place thereof the following.’

“Department”, the department of housing and community development.

SECTION 58. Section 1 of chapter 758 of the acts of 1985 is hereby fur-
ther amended by striking out “ “Secretary”, the secretary of the executive
office of communities and development.” and inserting in place thereof the
following:

“Secretary ", the director of housing and community development.”

Respectfully submitted
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