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April 27, 2006.

To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives:

Pursuant to Part the Second, Chapter I, Section I, Article II of the Consti-
tution of the Commonwealth, I am returning unsigned House Bill No. 4352,
“An Act Further Regulating Eligibility for the Police Civil Service Examina-
tion.”

On February 9, 2006, 1 amended House Bill No. 4352 and returned it for
your consideration, My proposed language extended the benefit of House
Bill No, 4352 to all similarly situated individuals, rather than singling out
one named individual for special consideration. Specifically, my amendment
allowed the Human Resources Division (HRD) to administer a re-examina-
tion to an estimated 291 individuals who were disqualified from taking the
April 2005 exam by virtue of the enactment of Chapter 467 of the Acts of
2004, which raised the minimum age requirement from 19 to 21 years of age,
provided those individuals were at least 21 at the lime of the re-examination.

Unfortunately, when House Bill No. 4352 was re-enacted this week, the
Legislature made two changes that will be difficult, if not impossible, to
implement. First, under the re-enacted bill, HRD is required to advertise the
re-examination and then receive applications in less than a week. HRD also
is required to hold the re-examination before the end of next month.
Although these dates appeared in my February amendment, those dales were
premised upon expeditious re-enactment by the Legislature. Second, this bill
significantly expands the scope of the re-examination. As staled in my

2TIk Commontoealtf) of iflasiSncliuSctts



|April 2006|2 HOUSE —No. 4918

amendment letter, my intent was to accommodate only those who were
deemed ineligible by the change created by the enactment of Chapter 467 of
the Acts of 2004.

Because I am constitutionally prohibited from amending a bill more than
once, 1 must return this bill unsigned. Of course, should the General Court
enact a new bill with limited eligibility and a timetable that can be imple-
mented, 1 will consider it.

Respectfully submitted
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