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To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives;

Pursuant to Article LVI of the Amendments to the Constitution of the
Commonwealth, as amended by Article XC, Section 3 of the Amendments to
the Constitution of the Commonwealth, I am returning to you for amendment
House Bill 5063, “An Act Relative to a Certain Retired Employee of the
Commonwealth.”

While 1 appreciate the General Court’s desire to provide financial assis-
tance to a deceased former colleague’s family, 1 do not believe the taxpayers
should be required to pay for this unprecedented benefit.

My proposed amendment would provide the desired pension and related
health insurance, as authorized under section 1, but would require that these
benefits be fully funded by members of the Legislature, as well as by the
governor and the lieutenant governor, through payments to the state’s pen-
sion fund of one-half of one percent of the payer’s base compensation. I esti-
mate that this payment would amount to approximately $275 per member per
year, and 5675 and $6OO per year for the governor and lieutenant governor,
respectively. Such payments would fully offset the cost of benefits autho-
rized under section 1. Because the Lieutenant Governor and I voluntarily
waive the salaries to which we are entitled, upon the passage of this amend-
ment, we would make contributions to the state’s pension fund for the appro-
priate amounts. My amendment also removes the requirement for a lien on
the family’s house.
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Without my proposed amendment, the bill would play favorites by cre-
ating a special benefit for the family of one former legislative colleague that
is not available to other similarly situated persons. Through my amendment,
the elected officials responsible for this legislation will be able to demon-
strate compassion and at the same time bear all the costs associated with the
bill.

I am therefore proposing that the bill be amended as follows:

By striking out sections 2 and
following:—

3 and inserting in place thereof the

Section 2. Notwithstanding any general or special law to the contrary, the
state treasurer shall deduct one-half ofone percent of the base compensation
received by elected members of the House of Representatives and Senate
pursuant to Article CXVIII of the Amendments to the Constitution of the
Commonwealth, and of the compensation received by the governor and lieu-
tenant governorpursuant to chapter 6 sections I and 2 of the general laws,
and shall deposit these amounts into the pension reserves investment trust in
order to offset payments authorized in section 1 of this act. The treasurer
shall continue to deduct and deposit these amounts until such time as bene-
fits providedfor in section 1 cease.

Respectfully submitted
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