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To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives:

Pursuant to Article LVI of the Constitution of the Commonwealth, as amended by Article
XC, Section 3 of the Amendments to the Constitution of the Commonwealth, 1 an returning to
you for amendment House Bill No. 4317, “An Act Relative to the Release of a Conservation
Restriction in the Town of Bedford.”

I believe that legislation of this nature should contain a reversionary clause, in order to pro-
tect the public trust for open space in perpetuity. At any time in the future should this parcel,
which is currently protected under a conservation restriction, cease to be used for the new pur-
poses outlined in this legislation, it should revert back to the Bedford Conservation Commission
as public open space.

Additionally, because this legislation authorizes a change in use and a removal of a con-
servation restriction on land protected, it must be enacted by a 2/3 roll call vole in order for it
to be valid, pursuant to Article 97 of the Articles of Amendment to the Constitution of the
Commonwealth.

1 therefore propose that the bill be amended by adding at the end thereof the following
SECTION 2. No document transferring care, custody, control, and management of the prop-

erty described in section 1 shall be valid unless such document provides that said property shall
be used solely for driveway purposes, for the owners of the abutting parcel located at
218 Dudley Road. The document shall include a reversionary clause that stipulates that the
property will revert back to the Town of Bedford for conservation purposes if the property
ceases to be utilized for the express purpose for which it was transferred.

Respectfully submitted,

Executive Department
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