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To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives:

Pursuant to Article LVI of the Constitution of the Commonwealth, as
amended by Article XC, Section 3 of the Amendments to the Constitution of
the Commonwealth, I am returning to you for amendment House Bill
No. 4755, “An Act Relative to Early Education and Care.”

As currently drafted, this legislation could give rise to an expectation of
universal pre-kindergarten childcare with little consideration given to the
fiscal impact. The Executive Office for Administration and Finance esti-
mates that such a large-scale expansion of pre-kindergarten childcare could
potentially cost hundreds of millions of dollars.

Chapter 139 of the Acts of 2006, the general appropriation act that 1
signed into law, created a universal pre-kindergarten pilot program and
appropriated 54.6 million for this purpose. Before proceeding with any
expansion of pre-kindergarten child care, the Commonwealth should await
the results of the pilot program.

I am accordingly amending the bill to remove provisions that could expo-
nentially expand state-funded pre-kindergarten programs while retaining
technical corrections necessary to implement existing programs.

I therefore propose that the bill be amended as follows;

Executive Department

Commontoealtt) of iHasisiactjusctts:

By striking out sections 25, 32, 35, 37, 38 and 39 in their entirety
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By striking out section 8 in its entirety and inserting in place thereof the
following:

“SECTION 8. Section 40E of chapter 7 of the General Laws, as so
appearing, is hereby amended by striking out, in line 25, the words section
three of chapter twenty-eight A” and inserting in place thereof the following
words:—

“section 2 of chapter 15D”.

By striking out in section 21 thefollowing definition

“Massachusetts universal pre-kindergarten program, the program of vol-
untary, universally accessible early education and care programs and serv-
ices for preschool-aged children established in section 13.”

By striking out in section 40 on page 20 the last sentence of thefirstpara-
graph and the last sentence of the secondparagraph.

By striking out in said section 40 on page 21 in the last paragraph the
following words:

“participating in the Massachusetts universal pre-kindergarten program”

By striking out in said section 40 on page 22 in the first paragraph the
following words:

“participating in the Massachusetts universal pre-kindergarten program”

By striking out in said section 40 onpage 22 lines 19-40, inclusive.

And by striking out in said section 40 on page 23 lines 1-31, inclusive.

Respectfully submitted.

striking out in section 24 subsection (f)
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