
HOUSE No. 2728
By Mr. Rush of Boston, petition of Michael F. Rush and Thomas M.

Menino relative to certain health insurance options for municipal
retirees. Public Service.

In the Year Two Thousand and Seven.

An Act amending certain health insurance options for municipal

RETIREES.

Be it enacted by the Seriate and House of Representatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, asfollows:

1 SECTION 1. Section 18 of Chapter 328 of the General Laws, as
2 appearing in the 2004 official edition, is hereby amended by striking
3 out the entire section and inserting in place thereof the following
4 new sections:—
5 Section 18 (a). In a governmental unit which has accepted the
6 provisions of section ten and which accepts the provisions of this
7 subsection, all retirees, their spouses and dependents insured or eli-
-8 gible to be insured under this chapter, if enrolled in Medicare part A
9 at no cost to the retiree, spouse or dependents or eligible for cov-

-10 erage thereunder at no cost to the retiree, spouse or dependents, shall
11 be required to transfer to a Medicare extension plan offered by the
12 governmental unit under section eleven C or section sixteen; pro-
-13 vided, that benefits under said plan and Medicare part A and part B
14 together shall be of comparable actuarial value to those under the
15 retiree’s existing coverage. Each retiree shall provide the govern-

-16 mental unit, in such form as the governmental unit shall prescribe,
17 such information as is necessary to transfer to a Medicare extension
18 plan. If a retiree does not submit the information required, he shall
19 no longer be eligible for his existing health coverage. The govem-

-20 mental unit may from time to time request from any retiree, a
21 retiree’s spouse and dependents, proof certified by the federal gov-
-22 ernment of their eligibility or ineligibility for Medicare part A and
23 part B coverage. The governmental unit shall pay any Medicare part
24 B premium penalty assessed by the federal government on said
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25 retirees, spouses and dependents as a result of enrollment in
26 Medicare part Bat the time of transfer into the Medicare health ben-
-27 efits supplemental plan.
28 This subsection shall take effect in a county, except Worcester
29 county, city, town or district upon its acceptance in the following
30 manner: In a county, by vote of the county commissioners; in a city
31 having a Plan Dor Plan E charter, by a majority vote of its city
32 council; in any other city, by vote of its city council, approved by the
33 mayor; in a district, except as hereinafter provided, by vote of the
34 registered voters of the district at a district meeting; in a regional
35 school district, by vote of the regional district school committee; and
36 in a town, either by vote of the town at a town meeting or, by a
37 majority of affirmative votes cast in answer to the following ques-
-38 tion which shall be printed upon the official ballot to be used at an
39 election of said town “Shall the town require that all retirees,
40 their spouses and dependents who are enrolled in Medicare part Aat
41 no cost to a retiree, their spouse or dependents, or eligible for cov-
-42 erage thereunder at no cost to a retiree, their spouse or dependents,
43 be required to enroll in a Medicare health benefits supplement plan
44 offered by the town?”
45 Section 18 (b). In a governmental unit which has accepted the
46 provisions of section ten and which accepts the provisions of this
47 subsection, all health benefit eligible retirees who retire after the
48 governmental unit’s acceptance of this subsection, their spouses and
49 dependents insured or eligible to be insured under this chapter, if
50 enrolled in Medicare part A at no cost to the retiree, spouse or
51 dependents or eligible for coverage thereunder at no cost to the
52 retiree, spouse or dependents, shall be required to transfer to a
53 Medicare extension plan offered by the governmental unit under
54 section eleven C or section sixteen; provided, that benefits under
55 said plan and Medicare part A and part B together shall be of com-
-56 parable actuarial value to those under the retiree’s existing coverage.
57 Each benefit eligible individual who retires after the governmental
58 unit’s acceptance of this subsection shall provide the governmental
59 unit, in such form as the governmental unit shall prescribe, such
60 information as is necessary to transfer to a Medicare extension plan.
61 If such a retiree does not submit the information required, the retiree
62 shall no longer be eligible for his existing health coverage. The gov-
-63 ernmental unit may from time to time request from any retiree who
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64 retires after the governmental unit’s acceptance of this subsection,
65 and/or the retiree’s spouse and dependents, proof certified by the
66 federal government of their eligibility or ineligibility for Medicare
67 part A and part B coverage. The governmental unit shall pay any
68 Medicare part B premium penalty assessed by the federal govern-
-69 ment on said retirees, spouses and dependents as a result of enroll-
-70 ment in Medicare part B at the time of transfer into the Medicare
71 health benefits supplemental plan. Notwithstanding anything in this
72 subsection to the contrary, no retiree, their spouse or dependent,
73 shall be required to enroll in Medicare part B and a Medicare exten-
-74 sion plan if said requirement would require the retiree to purchase a
75 separate non-Medicare extension plan in order to provide coverage
76 for a non-Medicare eligible spouse or dependent.
77 No retiree, their spouse or dependent, who retires prior to the
78 acceptance of this subsection by a governmental unit, shall be sub-
-79 ject to the provisions of this subsection, except as provided herein.
80 Any retiree, their spouse or dependent, retired prior to a govern-
-81 mental unit’s acceptance of this subsection, shall be eligible for ben-
-82 efits under this chapter as if this subsection had not been accepted by
83 the governmental unit, provided that any health benefit eligible
84 retiree, their spouse and dependents insured or eligible to be insured
85 under this chapter, if enrolled in Medicare part A at no cost to the
86 retiree, spouse or dependents or eligible for coverage thereunder at
87 no cost to the retiree, spouse or dependents, may voluntarily enroll
88 in a Medicare extension plan offered by the governmental unit under
89 section eleven C or section sixteen under the same terms as are
90 available to any retiree, spouse or dependent under this subsection.
91 If any such eligible retiree, their spouse or dependents voluntarily
92 enrolls in such a Medicare extension plan, said individual shall no
93 longer be eligible to participate in any other group health insurance
94 benefits available to active employees under this chapter.
95 This subsection shall take effect in a county, except Worcester
96 county, city, town or district upon its acceptance in the following
97 manner: In a county, by vote of the county commissioners; in a city
98 having a Plan D or Plan E charter, by a majority vote of its city
99 council; in any other city, by vote of its city council, approved by the

100 mayor; in a district, except as hereinafter provided, by vote of the
101 registered voters of the district at a district meeting; in a regional
102 school district, by vote of the regional district school committee; and
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in a town, either by vote of the town at a town meeting or, by a
majority of affirmative votes cast in answer to the following ques-
tion which shall be printed upon the official ballot to be used at an
election of said town

“Shall the governmental unit require that all individuals who
retire after the governmental unit’s acceptance of this subsection and
their spouses and dependents who are enrolled in Medicare part A at
no cost to a retiree, their spouse or dependents, or eligible for cov-
erage thereunder at no cost to a retiree, their spouse or dependents,
be required to enroll in a Medicare health benefits supplement plan
offered by the governmental unit?”

SECTION 2. This act shall take effect upon its passage.
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