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To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives;

Pursuant to Article LVI, as amended by Article XC, Section 3 of
the Amendments to the Constitution of the Commonwealth of Massa-
chusetts, I am returning to you for amendment House Bill No. 4460,
“An Act Establishing A Charter For The Town Of Medway”.

Commontoealtf) of iflassacfmsctts

This legislation creates a charter for the town of Medway. Among
other things, the town’s objective in establishing this charter is to pro-
vide for more centralized and coordinated management of town oper-
ations and finances. I support this endeavor. As drafted however, the
legislation presents a timing conflict with the General Laws that could
deny otherwise qualified candidates the opportunity to run for office.
Specifically, this legislation authorizes the town to hold recall elec-
tions within as little as 25 days after a petition is certified, but the bill
also provides that the procedures for conducting the election shall be
those imposed by the General Laws, which require a minimum of 64
days. (M.G. L. c. 53, §§ 7, 10; c. 41, §10). Thus, this legislation
authorizes an election to be held weeks before the deadline provided
in the General Laws for candidates to file their nomination papers.
Accordingly, I recommend amending this bill to eliminate this con-
flict.
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I, therefore, recommend that House Bill No. 4460 be amended by
striking out in section 1, part 3-12-3 of the proposed Charter, the
words “25 nor more than 35 days after the date of the town clerk’s
certificate that a sufficient petition has been filed; provided, however,
that if any other town election is to occur within 60 days” and
inserting in place thereof the following words:— 64 nor more than 90
days after the date of the town clerk’s certificate that a sufficient peti-
tion has been filed; provided however that if any other town election
is to occur within 100 days.

Under the authority delegated by the town meeting vote, adoption
of this amendment requires the approval of the Board of Selectmen of
the town.

Respectfully submitted,

TIMOTHY P. MURRA^
Lieutenant Governor.
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