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To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives:

Pursuant to Article LVI, as amended by Article XC, Section 3 of
the Amendments to the Constitution of the Commonwealth of Massa-
chusetts, I am returning to you for amendment House Bill No. 1678,
“An Act Establishing A Sudden Infant Death Syndrome Advisory
Council.”

This legislation provides a comprehensive approach to investi-
gating and preventing Sudden Infant Death Syndrome (“SIDS”), and
it reflects careful deliberation of the many professionals and families
affected by SIDS. Specifically, the bill creates a SIDS Council that
will research and develop training materials on the subject of sudden
unexplained child death. Moreover, the legislation addresses SIDS
medical treatment, SIDS forensic protocols, SIDS medical research,
law enforcement response to sudden unexplained deaths of children
and support services for SIDS survivors. I strongly support the goals
of this bill.

The legislation also requires the SIDS Council to develop autopsy
protocol for children under the age of 3 whose deaths are sudden and
unexplained. However, the Office of Chief Medical Examiner already
has oversight of proper autopsy procedures. It relies upon profes-
sional training and peer review in developing these procedures to
ensure that autopsies, including those of children that suffer sudden
and unexplained deaths, are handled correctly. The SIDS Council
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membership, by contrast, is predominantly comprised of persons
without medical expertise; moreover, the bill does not appropriate any
funding for the development of this protocol.

I, therefore, recommend that House Bill No. 1678 be amended by
striking out clause (g) of Section 1.

Respectfully submitted,

DEVAL L. PATRICK,
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Governor.


