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To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives:

Pursuant to Article LXIII, Section 5 of the Amendments to the
Constitution, I am disapproving specific language in section 2C, line
items 6000-0400 and 6000-0850 in section 2G, sections 15, 66, 67, 68
and 73 of House Bill No. 5039, “An Act Financing Improvements to
the Commonwealth’s Transportation System.”

I am pleased to sign the remainder of House Bill No. 5039, which,
when added to the transportation bond bill I signed earlier this year
and the accelerated bridge program bill I signed earlier this week, will
provide a significant boost to the transportation program throughout
the Commonwealth. I pledge to continue with the reforms my
Administration has begun to implement and will continue to seek sav-
ings and efficiencies within and amongst the various transportation
agencies. In that regard, I appreciate the Legislature’s recognition of
the value and importance of the Massachusetts Mobility Compact,
which 1 established last year by Executive Order. The Compact has
facilitated increased communication and coordination between the
Commonwealth’s various transportation agencies and has helped to
improve the delivery of safe and efficient services to the public.
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In addition to funding authorization, this bill includes many other
important provisions, including amendments to the Commonwealth’s
open container law and the codification of the Public Works Eco-
nomic Development Program, a grant initiative which assists cities
and towns with the design and construction of transportation related
projects that support economic development. Additionally, this bill
recognizes our men and women in uniform, by providing funding
through the sale of “United We Stand” license plates to the Massachu-
setts Military Heroes Fund to benefit families of military personnel
from Massachusetts killed while in service.

I am, however, disapproving several provisions of the bill. I am
disapproving language in section 2C, line item 6001-0804, regarding
the Blue Line extension to the City of Lynn reading:

“provided further, that not less than $25,000,000 shall be
expended for the Blue Line Extension to Lynn; provided, how-
ever, that that the extension of the Blue Line to Lynn shall be
restricted to existing commuter rail rights of way excluding
narrow gauge rail line rights of way; provided further, that funds
may be used for the acquisition of interests in land”.

I am also reducing the amount of this line item from $115,000,000
to $90,000,000. While I support the continued planning of this pro-
ject, the language as drafted could jeopardize securing significant fed-
eral matching funds and limit alternative options necessary for
permitting this project.

I am also striking from section 2G line item 6000-0400, which
authorizes the MBTA to proceed with the Bradford layover facility in
Haverhill, because the funds allocated are not sufficient to complete
the project and the MBTA is not in a financial position to spend funds
for this purpose. 1 am also striking from section 2G line item 6000-
0850 because the haul road project has not been subjected to adequate
planning or public input and the total costs of the project have not
been determined.
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I am disapproving section 15 because it disrupts the Highway
Department’s ability to ensure the safety of our roads during winter
storm events. This section would likely require the relocation of
many salt storage facilities to locations which may impede prompt
response during these winter storms. Moreover, Mass Highway now
has a system in place to limit salt runoff from its facilities.

I am disapproving sections 66 and 67 because these sections are
duplicative of requirements found in House 5055, “An Act Providing
for Capital Facility Repairs and Improvements for the Common-
wealth.”

I am disapproving section 68 because it interferes with a matter
that is the subject of ongoing litigation pending against the Common-
wealth.

I am disapproving section 73 because it places unnecessarily
restrictive legislative controls and notice requirements on the Urban
Ring Project in Boston.

Finally, I offer an amendment to section 74 for reasons explained
in the accompanying letter of this same date to the Senate and House
of Representatives.

I am pleased to sign the remainder of this bill

Respectfully submitted.

DEVAL L. PATRICK,
Governor.
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