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To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives:

Pursuant to Article LVI, as amended by Article XC, Section 3 of
the Amendments to the Constitution of the Commonwealth of Massa-
chusetts, I am returning to you for amendment Section 74 of House
Bill No. 5039, “An Act Financing Improvements to the Common-
wealth’s Transportation System.”

I support the intent of Section 74, which is to expedite projects by
facilitating the hiring of consultants with expertise in access or signal
permits. However, I request an amendment so that this new authoriza-
tion can be folded into the Massachusetts Highway Department’s
existing pre-qualification procedure for such consultants, which will
avoid burdening taxpayers with the cost of an additional bureaucratic
process.

I, therefore, recommend that Section 74 of House Bill No. 5039 be
amended by striking out the first two paragraphs and inserting in
place thereof the following text:—

Notwithstanding any general or special law to the contrary, Massa-
chusetts Department of Highways (“the department”) may hire out-
side pre-qualified consultants for review and analysis of applications
for access or signal permits where the department determines it
appropriate to expedite such review, provided that the applicant for
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said permit fully funds the cost of an appropriate consultant for the
review and analysis of the application.

The department must choose consultants who meet or exceed the
department’s minimum qualifications in the field at issue or a related
field. The fees for the outside consultants shall be borne solely by the
permit applicant. Such fees shall be reasonable and reflect the actual
cost for the services of the consultants.

Respectfully submitted,
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DEVAL L. PATRICK,
Governor.


