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To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives:

Pursuant to Article LVI, as amended by Article XC, Section 3 of
the Amendments to the Constitution of the Commonwealth of Massa-
chusetts, I am returning to you for amendment Sections 8,9, 33 and
36 of House Bill No. 5054, “An Act Providing For the Preservation
and Improvement of Land, Parks, and Clean Energy in the Common-
wealth.”

These four sections authorize the provision of tax credits for quali-
fied donations of certain land to a public or private conservation
agency. Although I support encouraging the preservation of environ-
mentally sensitive land, I am concerned about the uncertain effect on
scarce state revenues of authorizing tax credits that are not subject to
any limit. I therefore propose limiting the cumulative annual amount
of these credits to $2 million.

To accomplish this, I recommend that Section 8 be amended by
adding the following paragraph:—

(9) The secretaries of energy and environmental affairs and of
administration and finance, acting jointly and in writing, shall autho-
rize tax credits under this subsection together with section 38Z of
chapter 63 in a cumulative amount, including the current year cost of
credits allowed in previous years, that shall not exceed $2,000,000
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annually. No credits shall be allowed under this subsection except to
the extent authorized as provided in this paragraph. The commis-
sioner of revenue, after consulting those secretaries concerning,
among other things, the land conservation objectives of this section,
shall adopt regulations governing applications for and other adminis-
tration of these tax credits.

For the same reason, I recommend that Section 9 be amended by
adding the following paragraph:—

(h) The secretaries of energy and environmental affairs and of
administration and finance, acting jointly and in writing, shall autho-
rize tax credits under this section together with subsection (o) of
section 6 of chapter 62 in a cumulative amount, including the current
year cost of credits allowed in previous years, that shall not exceed
$2,000,000 annually. No credits shall be allowed under this section
except to the extent authorized as provided in this subsection. The
commissioner of revenue, after consulting those secretaries con-
cerning, among other things, the land conservation objectives of this
section, shall adopt regulations governing applications for and other
administration of these tax credits.

I am returning Sections 33 and 36 because their purpose is to effec-
tuate sections 8 and 9. I recommend that the Legislature reenact Sec-
tions 33 and 36 in the same form and return them to me with amended
Sections 8 and 9.

Respectfully submitted.
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DEVAL L. PATRICK,
Governor.


