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This newsletter is published by the Massachusetts Department of Elementary and Secondary Education and will provide
Massachusetts educators with information, advice, and support to teach the Massachusetts learning standards to students with

significant disabilities, and to conduct the MCAS Alternate Assessment. 

"It is the supreme art of the teacher to awaken joy in creative expression and
knowledge." 
--Albert Einstein

Congratulations to teachers! 
We applaud your hard work in completing your students' portfolios for the 2016–2017 school year.

About 8,500 portfolios were submitted by the March 31 deadline.
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Updated versions of the Resource Guides will soon be available for the 2017–2018 school
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year.

The newly adopted Science and Technology/Engineering (STE) standards will be reflected in
the STE Resource Guide for the 2018–2019 school year.

2017 MCAS-Alt preliminary results will be reported electronically in your school's
Dropbox on the Department's Gateway Portal on June 12. Portfolio Feedback Forms
(PFFs) for your students will be available in PDF format. See instructions in the
Administrator's Corner section of this newsletter on how principals and other authorized staff
can view, download, and print the results.

Once the preliminary results are available, teachers should review their students' PFFs and
the comments of scorers. The comments are intended to improve the quality of instruction
and the creation of future MCAS-Alt portfolios.

The deadline for submitting MCAS-Alt score appeals is Friday, June 23 at 5:00 p.m.
You must have kept a photocopy of the portfolio at the school to file a score appeal. When
submitting an appeal, please note that the Department will not accept the submission of
additional portfolio evidence or requests to alter information submitted in the original
portfolio.

Refer to the score appeal application (available on June 12) and frequently asked questions
for additional information regarding MCAS-Alt score appeals.

MCAS-Alt Fall Educator Training Sessions for New and Returning teachers:

Monday September 25 Holyoke, Log Cabin 8:30 a.m.–12:00 noon
Tuesday September 26 Taunton, Holiday Inn 8:30 a.m.–12:00 noon
Monday October 2 Danvers, DoubleTree 8:30 a.m.–12:00 noon
Tuesday October 3 Randolph, Lombardo’s 8:30 a.m.–12:00 noon
Tuesday October 10 Danvers, DoubleTree 8:30 a.m.–12:00 noon
Wednesday October 11 Marlborough, Best Western 8:30 a.m.–12:00 noon
Thursday October 12 Taunton, Holiday Inn 8:30 a.m.–12:00 noon

https://gateway.edu.state.ma.us/
https://www.mcas-alt.org/appeals
http://www.doe.mass.edu/mcas/alt/scoreappeal-faq.html


Tuesday October 17 Springfield, Marriott 8:30 a.m.–12:00 noon

Apply to Become an MCAS-Alt Training Specialist Next Year
Are you a teacher who has compiled high-quality MCAS-Alt portfolios for at least two years
and would be willing to support other teachers in the construction of their portfolios? If so,
you may be a candidate for a higher-profile role as an MCAS-Alt Training Specialist
during the 2017–2018 school year.

As a training specialist, you will be a resource to your school and district, and will assist
teachers from other districts during the Portfolios-in-Progress review sessions in January
and March. You will have direct access to Department staff to ask questions, and can
provide the Department with valuable feedback to assist in improving the training and
assessment process.

Consider applying to become training specialist. The application is available now through
September 6. Notification of acceptance will be made by September 8.

Instructions for Viewing Electronic MCAS-Alt Preliminary Results
In order to view your school's MCAS-Alt results and the PDF versions of the Portfolio
Feedback Forms (PFFs), you must log in to the Gateway Portal on or after June 12; click
on DropBox Central; then look under the school name.

If you need assistance logging in, please see your district or organization Directory
Administrator.

Please share printed copies of the PFFs as soon as possible with teachers who submitted
student portfolios so they can review the scores and comments, and file a score appeal, if
warranted.

The score appeal form will be available once results are posted on June 12. Please also
review the frequently-asked-questions document. To submit a score appeal, you will be
asked to document why the score on the PFF does not reflect the evidence in the portfolio
itself. The Educator's Manual for MCAS-Alt and Resource Guides are available to assist in
completing the documentation required on the score appeal form.

For score appeals, please note that the Department will not accept:
1. submission of additional portfolio evidence;
2. requests to alter information previously submitted, or
3. claims that a clerical error was made in the original portfolio.

If you have any questions, please contact Debra Hand at dhand@doe.mass.edu or at 781-338-
3625. 

Mark your Calendars 
Fall Information Sessions for Administrators: 

Tuesday October 10 Danvers, DoubleTree 1:30 p.m.–3:00 p.m.

http://www.mcas-alt.org/TS/Apply
https://gateway.edu.state.ma.us/
http://www.doe.mass.edu/infoservices/data/diradmin/list.aspx
http://www.doe.mass.edu/infoservices/data/diradmin/list.aspx
https://www.mcas-alt.org/appeals
http://www.doe.mass.edu/mcas/alt/scoreappeal-faq.html
http://www.doe.mass.edu/mcas/alt/EdManual.pdf
http://www.doe.mass.edu/mcas/alt/resources.html
mailto:dhand@doe.mass.edu


Wednesday October 11 Marlborough, Best Western 1:30 p.m.–3:00 p.m.
Thursday October 12 Taunton, Holiday Inn 1:30 p.m.–3:00 p.m.
Tuesday October 17 Springfield, Marriott 1:30 p.m.–3:00 p.m.

MCAS-Alt Training Specialist Opportunities 
Do you have a teacher with leadership qualities and at least two years of MCAS-Alt experience
who has previously submitted high-quality portfolios? If so, please encourage them to apply to
become an MCAS-Alt training specialist. 

Training specialists assist teachers in their school and district to complete student portfolios, work
with the Department to improve the MCAS-Alt process, network with teachers across
Massachusetts, and share alternate assessment strategies with their peers. 

Once their application is approved, training specialists must attend an all-day orientation session
scheduled for Tuesday, September 19. Training specialists will also be responsible for attending
four all-day sessions throughout the year assisting other teachers at Department-sponsored
training events. 

Applications are available here. The Principal's approval of a teacher's application will be
required. Notification of acceptance will be provided by September 8.

Thank you for your attention to this information, 
and have a wonderful summer!

We'd love to hear from you. 
Please let us know if there is a topic you’d like 
us to address in a future MCAS-Alt newsletter.

Was this email forwarded to you? 
Get on our mailing list. Click here to 

sign up for the MCAS-Alt News.

Published during the school year by the Massachusetts Department of Elementary and Secondary Education 
www.doe.mass.edu/mcas/alt 
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