
ICC                        INTERAGENCY COORDINATING COUNCIL 

                       MASSACHUSETTS DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC HEALTH 

 

MINUTES 

April 25, 2012 – Marlboro, Massachusetts 

 

Members Present:  Kari Alberque, Crystal Carden,  Jennifer Chabott,  Danielle Ferrier,  Laurie Tobey 
Freedman,  Heidi Friedman,  Peggy Lee, Karin Lifter,  Alanna MacDonald,  Anne Marsh,  Paul Melville,  Neal 
Michaels,  Sara Miranda,  Evelyn Nehum,  Meg Nelson,  Marie Peirent,  Arlene Tannenbaum,  Cindy Warren,  
Alden Wood,  Corey Zimmerman.  

 

Members Absent:    Faith Behum,  Jessica Nuhibian Boisvert,  Kass Braden,  Richard Breault,  Jen 
DerBegosian,  John Garcia,  Janet George,  Kate Hogan,  Maura Murphy,  Jennifer O’Leary,  Nancy Schwartz,  
Pam Wildnauer.  
   
Non-Voting Committee Chairs in Attendance in addition to those listed above:  Jack Harris, Tom Miller,  
Peter Woodbury. 
 
1. Welcome: Cindy Warren welcomed ICC members and other attendees. She introduced Meg Nelson, who is 
replacing Madeline Levine as Representative from the Department of Elementary and Secondary Education 
Homeless Project.  
 
2. Approval of Minutes: The Minutes of the meeting held February 9, 2012, were approved as written.   
 
3. Digital Story – Regina’s Journey: The Family Leadership Team shared Josiah’s Story, another in a series of 
digital stories of real families in EI.  
 

4. Director’s Report – Ron Benham, Director, Bureau of Family Health and Nutrition, Massachusetts 

Department of Public Health: Ron shared these updates:  

• On April 14, the Department of Public Health submitted its 26th Year request for Part C funding to 
OSEP, the federal Office of Special Education Programs.  

• Programs may just have received a notice of overpayment from the compliance unit at MassHealth. 
Please do respond in writing that you have received the notice, but do not pay any money. There is a 
misunderstanding and staff at the Department is working with MassHealth to straighten it out. 

• Ron will attend a meeting in CT next week about Part C re-authorization. He will also represent the 
Infant-Toddler Coordinators Association to speak in support of an increase in Part C allocations to 
states. 

• Regarding the state budget for FY 13: MEIC – the Massachusetts Early Intervention Consortium – has 
submitted a request to the legislature for a Prior Authorization Continued – a PAC – which is a 
mechanism that would allow the state to carry forward unexpended FY 2012 funds for use in FY 2013. 
Unexpended Part C Federal FY 2010 funds will also roll forward and the system will have until 
December 12 to spend those funds. The Governor’s House 2 budget reflected a one-time transfer of EI 
funds to MassHealth to help cover the cost of specialty services that will become billable to Medicaid. 
Though additional private insurance reimbursement for autism services is anticipated over the next year, 
it is not built into the FY 13 budget for EI. 

• The Department is talking to the MEIC, families, the Federation for Children with Special Needs, and 
others, to get input and make a plan for assisting with some costs that have fallen to programs in the 
past. 

 
5. Assistant Director for Early Childhood Programs – Patti Fougere: Patti shared these updates:  
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• There are two new hires: Noah Feldman is the new Coordinator of Training and Technical Assistance. 
She will be in touch with programs to explore their specific needs for assistance. Sue Murray is the new 
Northeast/Boston Regional Specialist who will be providing technical assistance to programs in the 
Northeast, including five programs in Boston. There will no longer be a MetroWest Regional Specialist 
– those duties have been divided up. 

• Programs have the opportunity to pilot additional child groups to support transitions this spring and 
summer. 

• Contract amendments have been completed to allocate an additional $2,500 to each program for 
additional supplies. 

• In collaboration with the Department of Elementary and Secondary Education, additional Battelle kits 
and training are being supported. There will be a Train the Trainers opportunity June 12-13. Forty-two 
programs participated in the Battelle electronic scoring pilot project; the Department intends to support 
all programs that applied. 

• Our Part C Application was submitted with requested revisions to the IFSP. After we receive a response, 
a webinar training will be offered to families and providers – probably in September or October. 

• The Department is required to do a compliance determination for each EI program in the state. Of 61 
programs, 44 met requirements and 11 received a “needs assistance” rating. 

• A new question has been added to the IFSP to indicate whether a family is receiving only Ongoing 
Service Coordination. In addition, there will be a provision in the IFSP to indicate just how specialty 
services are being integrated into a child’s EI program plan. 

 
6. Shishmanian Fellowships – Jean Nigro: Each year the Early Intervention Training Center funds a few 
Senior Practitioner projects and also presents stipends to five students who are doing internships in certified EI 
programs. Jean introduced Rebecca Levine, a graduate student at Lesley University, who described her 
internship at the Minuteman ARC Early Intervention Program. Rebecca explained that her specialization has 
been in Child and Family Studies, with concentration in Early Childhood Education and Early Intervention. 
Before college, she took a year off to work as nanny for a family that has triplets. She worked closely with EI 
clinicians who were providing services for these children. Rebecca described the internship experiences of her 
final semester. 
 
7. Universal Newborn Hearing Screening Project: Tracy Osbahr introduced Rashmi Dayalu, an 
epidemiologist at DPH who works with the Newborn Hearing Screening Project. Rashmi explained that one of 
her goals is to merge various data sets from different lines of work to see what can be learned. Doing so led to 
awareness of an underserved population: children with Down syndrome, for whom hearing loss is quite 
common. In some children, the crisis at birth might mean that hearing screening is not done before the baby 
leaves the hospital, and routine preventive maneuvers take a back seat to ongoing medical issues that cause 
frequent hospitalization. Other babies might pass their newborn screen, yet significant hearing loss might 
emerge later and be overlooked. General goals of the project are to screen every baby before one month of age, 
complete a diagnostic evaluation by three months of age for every baby that fails the screen while also ensuring 
that they are enrolled in EI. This flow is not perfect for children with Down syndrome where as many as 89% 
might have hearing loss, usually a conductive loss that emerges as a result of respiratory infection. In a five-year 
birth cohort, 2004-2008, 456 out of 392,057 babies had Down syndrome. Goals are to monitor all children in 
the Down syndrome registry for hearing loss every six months and to raise awareness on the part of EI 
programs, pediatricians and families. In discussion, providers made various suggestions about how this could be 
done. Rashmi’s findings and her Power Point presentation will be available on line in the near future. 
 
8. Specialty Services Update – Tracy Osbahr: DPH has received a waiver from CMS to allow Medicaid to 
pay for services provided in certified EI programs for children who have an autism spectrum diagnosis, 
provided certain criteria are met. Billing must be done by an EI program, which means specialty providers must 
have subcontracts. The Department is working to create systematic procedures and a checklist that EI programs 
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will use to demonstrate compliance with CMS requirements. It is important for all providers to study the 
information that is being distributed. Start-up is expected to be July 1, 2012. However, most private insurers 
will probably not come on line until a later date. Ron Benham commented that this reflects very positively on 
the relationship between DPH and Medicaid, and he recognized Tracy, as well as the positive political climate, 
for all that has been accomplished. “This is do-able.” That positive climate extends to the potential for 
important collaboration across all systems that impact young children and their families. The availability of 
funding and the collaborative attitude are very encouraging. 
 
9. Member Updates: Neal Michaels – Department of Children and Families: Neal commented on ten new 
community resource centers that are go-to places where families can arrange services and get support. With the 
Children’s Trust Fund, training programs are being developed. EOHHS is supportive of developing additional 
family resource centers. Neal also noted that, under the Child Abuse Treatment Act, child welfare agencies are 
required to respond to babies born substance-exposed, and all newborns must have access to appropriate 
treatment. Alden Wood – MEIC: Alden thanked all those who went to the State House to honor Senator Fred 
Berry on April 9. Over 660 people have registered for the annual two-day MEIC Conference in early May. 
Danielle Ferrier –Justice Resource Institute reported on recent Communities of Care meetings and noted that 
a provision in the House budget for FY 2013 would limit the length of stay of homeless families in hotels to 8 
or 9 months, Providers wonder if this might possibly limit the continuity of services for some individual 
children in their EI programs. 
 
10. Committee Reports: Standards Committee – Lynne Deschamps for Zulmira Allcock: The committee is 
working on what is hopefully the final draft of the revised Operational Standards. Personnel Preparation 

Committee – Arlene Tannenbaum:  The committee recently met with higher education representatives. 
Programs have received guidance about how to access financial support from DPH for their work with EI 
interns from approved training programs; $500 per intern is available, and $200 of that would go to the 
individual supervisor. It was also noted that all approved higher education programs must reapply for 
certification this year. UMass Boston has a new undergraduate EI training track. Karin Lifter extended thanks 
for the financial support of internships – the higher education community is grateful, as this should make it 
easier to place interns in programs.  
 
Program Planning Committee – Cindy Warren for Chris Pond: The committee continues its work on early 
childhood education/EI collaborations. Specialty Services Committee – Tracy Osbahr for Tom Miller: The 
Massachusetts Autism Commission has put out a Call for Stories about the experiences of individuals with 
autism of all ages. Fiscal Committee – Peter Woodbury: The committee continues work on overall funding 
and state budget issues. A subcommittee is working on salary disparity between EI and other segments of the 
young-children-with-special-needs industry. MEIC is working with its legislative advocate to achieve level 
funding for EI in FY 2013 as a way to support a badly-needed rate increase; there has been none for over six 
years. Work is also ongoing to educate insurance companies about the potential economic benefits of referring 
children to certified EI programs – this could save overall costs and help keep insurance premiums down.  
 
Family Leadership Team – Crystal Carden: The team is reviewing a guidance document about family-
guided assessment. It should be completed in June. A couple of providers are participating. IFSP Task Force – 
Cindy Warren: Cindy noted that an IFSP Task Force has been formed. Jennifer Chabott is chairing, and 13 
people have indicated willingness to participate. 
 

11. The ICC meeting adjourned at 12:00 Noon. The next meeting is Thursday, June 14. 

 

 

 


