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The Ceremony 

VIlelcome Charles F. Desmond, Chairman 

Massachusetts Board of Higher Education 

29 Who Shine Procession 

Music "America the Beautiful" 

Whitney Doucet 
Mount Wachusett Community College '73 

Opening Remarks Richard M. Freeland, Commissioner 
Massachusetts Department of Higher Education 

The Honorable Michael O. Moore, Senate Chair, 
Joint Committee on Higher Education 
Massachusetts State Legislature 

Matthew Malone, Secretary of Education 
Commonwealth of Massachusetts 

29 Who Shine Awards University of Massachusetts Awards presented by 

Divina Grossman, Chancellor 
University of Massachusetts Dartmouth 

State University Awards presented by 

Mary Grant, President 
Massachusetts College of Liberal Arts 

Community College Awards presented by 

Ira Rubenzahl, President 

Springfield Technical Community College 

Celebratory Luncheon to follow, generously sponsored 
by the Massachusetts Teachers Association 

Each 29 Who Shine honoree, their faculty/staff mentor, and their 
four additional campus or personal guests are invited into the Great Hall 
for a seated reception during which the 29 Who Shine will honor their mentors. 

Other guests are invited to enjoy lunch in the ceremony space. 

Event Photos 

Professional photographs from today's event 
will be available on Monday, May 72, at: 

v IV.mass.edu/29whoshine 



Meet the ... 

~ 

29Who 
Shine 

From the five campuses of the University 
of Massachusetts ... 

Kur Schultz 
UMass Amherst 
Kurt is a Commonwealth Honors College 
student who developed the "UCAN" 
Community Service Connector, bringing 
250 UMass Amherst students into Amherst 
Regional schools as volunteers. He also 
organized UCAN volunteers to take part in 
large-scale local events, giving members 
of the Amherst community an opportunity 
to witness the altruistic spirit of UMass 

students as they positively represent the University. A double major 
in Biochemistry and Molecular Biology, Kurt led the Commonwealth 
Honors College Student Advisory Board, co-founded Volunteer UMass 
and was president of the UMass Premedical Society offering students 
with an interest in Health Sciences the opportunity to connect with 
faculty, staff, alumni and industry professionals. His immediate post
commencement plan is to apply to medical school. 

Faculty/Staff Mentor: Kurt chose to recognize Scott M. Auerbach, 
Professor of Chemistry. "Dr. Scott Auerbach reinvented UMass Amherst 
by establishing iCons, an interdisciplinary approach to solving real-world 
problems. Likewise, I forged a bridge between the university and the local 
public schools by creating UCAN. Dr. Auerbach has been my teammate on 
the field as opposed to a spectator in the stands." 

Andrew William 
Iii s Bunyard 

UMass Boston 

While a graduate student at UMass Boston's 
McCormack Graduate School of Policy 
and Global Studies, Andrew served as a 
Performance Management Fellow with 
the Edward J. Collins Center for Public 
Management. In that pOSition, he worked 
with Collins Center staff and state officials 
in the Office of the Governor, the Executive 

Office of Administration and Finance, and the Department of Labor 
and Workforce Development to assess program performance manage
ment and program improvement. Andrew has also held a variety of 
leadership pOSitions including: Volunteer and Intern Coordinator for 
the Massachusetts Democratic Partyffogether PAC, Progressive Demo
crats of Somerville, as a Profile in Courage Essay Contest Judge for the 
JFK Presidential Library, and as a New Hampshire Field Organizer for 
Obama for America in 2012. Currently, Andrew is a leader of the LGBT 
Advisory Committee at Beth Israel Hospital, where he is employed as 
an Organizational Development Associate. 

Faculty/ Staff Mentor: Andrew chose to recognize Connie S. Chan, 
Ph.D., Associate Dean and Professor, Public Policy and Public Affairs. "I 
had the honor of having Professor Chan as a teacher, an advisor, and 
my manager as a teaching assistant. She has provided me with endless 
encouragement through personal, professional, and academic challenges. 
I would not be here today without her great insight, advice, and support." 

Joshua Encarnacion 
UMass Dartmouth 

Joshua graduates from UMass Dartmouth 
with a degree in Human Resources Manage
ment and a minor in Leadership and Civic 
Engagement. He has been extensively 
involved in increasing voter registration in 
Massachusetts, advocating for better higher 
education funding through State House 
Advocacy Days, and serving as a volunteer 
at several agencies. On campus Joshua has 
served as a StudentTrustee, Senior Class 

President, and New Student Orientation Leader. Joshua has been hired 
to work at Google following graduation. 

Faculty/Staff Mentor: Joshua chose to recognize David M. Milstone, 
Associate Vice Chancellor for Student Affairs. "Dr. Milstone cares for me, 
believes in me, and has inspired me to find my voice. With the time he 
continues to invest with me, Dr. Milstone has helped me develop a strong 
sense of internal/moral guidance, an unwavering belief in self respect, and 
has unlocked my potential allowing me to work, serve, learn, grow, and 
flourish I For his tutelage I will be forever gratefu/." 

State Librarv of Massachusetts .,. 
State House, Boston 3 
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Kimberly Chao 
UMass Lowell 

As a student intern working a Boston area 
accounting firm, Kimberly joined fellow 
employees in volunteering with Habitat for 
Humanity. The experience so moved her 
that when she returned to campus, she 
organized fellow student members of the 
UMass Lowell Accounting Society for their 
own volunteer effort with a local Habitat 
for Humanity project. They assisted in the 
construction of homes for four families, 

including 14 children . Kimberly has worked with other non-profits 
such as the Lowell Humane Society, and has helped organize campus 
events, including bringing in prominent female graduates of the 
university's accounting program to discu ss bridging the gender gap 
in the field . The Boston accounting firm where Kimberly interned has 
hired her to work in their health care division. 

Faculty/Staff Mentor: Kimberly chose to recognize Asil Oztekin, As
sistant Professor, Operations and Information Systems, Manning School of 
Business. "I admire Professor Oztekin for his love of teaching and research, 
enthusiasm and his Willingness to mentor students. When I contacted 
him to talk about my plans for an honors thesis that uses data-mining, he 
offered to serve as my thesis adviser before I could even ask him. He has 
been very supportive as I have worked on my thesis and also offered me 
guidance as I have considered my career plans after graduation." 

Jennifer Marie MacDonald 
UMass Medical School 

Jennifer's extensive li st of community 
engagements begins with the Disaster 
Action Team of t he American Red Cross of 
Cent ral MA where she attends to the im
mediate needs of those affected by house 
fires or other disasters. Jennifer has also 
volunteered as a Grief Support Counselor at 
the Carriage House, a program of Children's 
Friend that provides peer support grief 

groups for children who have lost a parent. She is involved with the 
Injury Free Coalition for Kid s of Worcester, due to her particular interest 
in teen driving safety. At UMass Medical School, Jennifer worked with 
others to establish a health clinic for Worcester's African immigrant 
community. She served as a student representative on the UMass 
Medical School's Student Affairs Committee for six years. Jennifer is 
pursuing a residency in pediatrics with plans to further specialize in 
pediatric critical care. She intends to continue her Ph.D. research on 

brain injuries. 

Faculty/Staff Mentor: Jennifer chose to recognize Lori Dilorenzo, MD, 
Instructor and Faculty Mentor, Family Medicine and Community Health. 
"Dr. Lori DiLorenzo has been my supportive mentor throughout my time at 
UMass Medical School. From teaching me the basics of medical interview
ing and ways of breaking bad news to patients, Dr. DiLorenzo has always 
been available to me with open ears and an objective viewpoint. Dr. 
DiLorenzo's enthusiasm for medicine and her dedication to patients have 
served as a role model to me during my medical school training." 

From Massachusetts' nine state 
universities and specialty colleges ... 

Ch istine Ma ie Michelson 
Bridgewater State University 

Christine has used her creative energies and 

entrepreneurial spirit to help others on and 
off the BSU campus. She launched and led 
the BSU Buddies, a student club dedicated 
to improving the lives of area residents with 
developmental disabilities. Christine was 
responsible for BSU's adoption and imple
mentation of "Light it Up Blue for Autism;' 
a nat ional effort to light public buildings 

and landmarks to raise awareness of autism. Christine also developed 
a project entitled "Movement Arts Goes Green"to expose children with 
developmental disabilities to theater arts activities including acting, 
set design, signing and singing. She will seek a teaching position in the 
field of special education. 

Faculty/Staff Mentor: Christine Marie chose to recognize J. Edward 
Carter, Ed.D., Professor, Special Education and Communication Disorders. 
"Dedication and commitment do not describe the quality and gener-
ous support that Dr. Carter has provided me in my program at BSU. His 
expertise in the field of special education has helped me succeed in my 
educational endeavors, and I truly believe he has made a long-term impact 
on my approach to creative teaching." 

Sarah Minton 
Fitchburg State University 

Twenty-two-year-old Sarah has been an en
gaged and passionate student leader since 
start of her career at Fitchburg State. As 
president of the class of 2014 she launched 
the Fitchburg Anti-Violence Education Club, 
building on FSU's own efforts to combat 
dating viol ence and sexual assault. She 
also organized an ongOing campaign to 
make Fitchburg State a smoke-free campus. 

A future RN, Sarah mobilized her fellow student nurses to create a 
day-long health fair for underserved populations in the city of Gardner. 
Her educational training has included clinical rotations as a diabetic 
educator and school nurse in community hospitals and schools. Sarah 
hopes to work in the field of oncology or neurology. 

Faculty/Staff Mentor: Sarah chose to recognize Allison Pauline 
Shields, MS, RN, Professor, Nursing. "When I first met Professor Shields, I 
knew that she was going to be someone that I looked up to- as a nurse, 
leader and role model. Her positivity, enthusiasm and passion for nurSing 
encouraged me to make a difference, advocate for my ideas and become a 
leader in the field of nursing." 



Rachae Cooper 
Framingham State University 
Rachael is using lessons learned in Gua
temala and Haiti to prepare for a future 
in medicine here in Massachusetts. With 
funding provided by Framingham State, 
Rachael has spent the past two summers 
conducting research in Guatemala. Rachael 
examined the prevalence of intestinal 
parasites in rural communities and studied 
the effectiveness of medication used 

to eliminate infections. She treated more than 500 people living in 
extreme poverty. She discovered that even the poorest vi llages offered 
an integrative approach to medical treatment, something she believes 
is lacking in the U.s. health care system. Rachael p lans on attending 
medical school in fall 2015, where she will study primary care. 

Faculty/Staff Mentor: Rachael chose to recognize Aline Davis, Ph.D., 
Associate Professor, Biology Department. "Dr. Davis is passionate about 
science and dedicated to the success of her students. When I expressed 
a desire to execute my undergraduate research on paraSitic infections in 
Guatemalan schoolchildren but lacked the funds, Dr. Davis provided me 
with knowledge and tools I needed to apply for a research grant through 
the University." 

Meghan Elizabeth Robbins 
Massachusetts College of 
Art and Design 
Meghan's work as a student leader, artist, 
activist, and educator embodies the ideals 
of engaged citizenship. Through a course 
entitled "Making Art Public;' Meghan created 
a community project to help save the local 
Parker Hill Branch of the Boston Public 
Library from a rumored closing. Along with 
other activists and community stakehold

ers, Meghan staged"a participatory art intervention;' interviewing 
local residents about their desire to keep the library open and then 
transcribing their comments onto bookmarks, which were placed in 
countless volumes at the Parker Hill branch, where they remain . Active 
in a host of other campus art initiatives, Meghan plans to work as an art 
educator upon graduation this spring. 

Faculty/Staff Mentor: Meghan chose to recognize Adriana Katzew, 
Professor, Art Education. "Adriana Katzew has been incredibly influential 
throughout my time in MassArt's Art Education Department. I have learned 
from Adriana both in the classroom and in community settings. As an 
educator, artist, and mentor, Adriana has inspired and encouraged me to 
continue working with my passion for community arts education." 

.. e y Kiahon 
Massachusetts College of Liberal Arts 
Jerry arrived at MCLA from Worcester three 
years ago, intending to major in biology and 
become a physician's assistant. His MCLA 
experience has caused him to aim even 
higher: he now plans to become a doctor. 
Jerry has served as MCLA's ambassador to 
the "Go Public!" campaign to promote op
portunities at Massachusetts public colleges 
and universities. At an event at Springfield 

Central High last fall, Jerry challenged hundreds of high school seniors 

to prepare for college and STEM careers by taking challenging courses 
in math and science. During his summer break Jerry volunteers at a 
local nursing home. "It feels nice to just keep them company;' he says."1 
know the residents get lonely, and I love to brighten their day:' 

Faculty/Staff Mentor: Jerry chose to recognize Deborah Foss, Profes-
sor of Psychology. "Deb has supported me throughout my MCLA career 
both acedemically and emotionally. She helped me to navigate through 
my educational career to achieve my goal of graduating from MCLA. Deb 
helped me when I was struggling with courses and pushed me to never give 
up. She also worked with me to obtain a significant scholarship that helped 
in a time of need so I could stay focused on my studies." 

Crysta Ann Sherman 
Massachusetts Maritime Academy 
Crystal graduates this spring with a degree 
in Facilities Engineering. She has been 
named to the Academic President's List, 
Academic Dean's List, and All -Academic 
team for the Massachusetts State Col-
lege Athletic Conference (MASCAC). 
Most recently, she made history as the 
first female cadet to represent MMA in its 
student exchange program in Ch ina. She is 

a three-time winner of MMA's Cadet of the Month award for superior 
performance. As a senior, she served as Regimental Operations Officer 
Cadet with responsibilities for the administration and implementa
tion of the Cadet Discipline System for over 1,400 cadets. Crystal is an 
avid volunteer with the Department of Children and Families, Bourne 
Food Pantry, and Special Olympics. She recently accepted a job as an 
EngineerTrainee in the oil drilling field . 

Faculty/Staff Mentor: Crystal chose to recognize Kathrine McClellan, 
LT., Faculty, Engineering Department. "LT McClellan was my first lab in 
structor for my very first engineering course at MMA. She encouraged me to 
become an engineer and assisted me in obtaining the 2nd class Fireman's 
license in MA. She has been a great role model and a professional female 
engineer I look up to." 

5 
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Pat ic Rae nell 
Salem State University 

Patrick is passionate about working on 
behalf of the Commonwealth's veterans. A 
veteran himself who served in combat units 
in Iraq and Afghanistan and now serves 
in the Army National Guard, he founded 
Salem State's chapter of Student Veterans 
of America. He serves on the Governor's 
Student Veteran Advisory Board, Congress
man John Tierney's (DMA) Veteran Advisory 

Board, and the Massachusetts Student Veteran Implementation Guide 
Task Force, w here he is involved in developing standards for student 
veteran programs. Patrick completed his degree in Business Admin
istration in three years, finishing with a 3.8 GPA. He hopes to work in 
veterans' affairs or the defense industry. 

Faculty/Staff Mentor: Patrick chose to recognize Sam Ohannesian, 
Director of Enrollment Services and Veterans Affairs. "Sam has been the 
single most influential professional I have had the honor of interacting 
with at Salem State University His commitment to student veterans 
and his unwavering desire to expand and improve veterans services has 
consistently influenced me to continue serving my peers, my community, 
and my country." 

B it any C. Moniz 
Westfield State University 

Brittany is a Westfield campus leader and 
honors student graduating with a dual 
major in Communication and Political 
Science. Despite being chosen for national 
internships at CNN and Save the Children in 
Washington, Brittany has remained active 
on campus, serving consecutive terms as 
her class president. She also served as the 
student representative on the Commence

ment, Honorary Degree and Enrollment Management committees and 
as a student ambassador representing the University at events. Brittany 
was a two-time recipient of the President's Award for Excellence in 
Leadership. 

Faculty/Staff Mentor: Brittany chose to recognize Marsha Marotta, 
Ph.D., Vice President of Academic Affairs. "During a service learning course 
on homelessness in San Francisco, Dr. Marotta challenged me to think 
critically and to develop an analytical perspective of social issues. She 
inspires me to embrace change and explore new ways to engage with 
my community Her encouragement has been a catalyst to my pursuit of 
unique academic opportunities and leadership roles." 

lie E ·za beth B 
Worcester State University 

e ick 

Julie graduates from Worcester State with a 
degree in Business Administration 
and a desire to run her own non-profit. 
This honors student used her entrepreurial 
talents to bring MoneySKILL, an online 
financial literacy program to high school 
students to help them understand 
personal finance. The groundwork Julie 
prepared has allowed other students at 

WSU to take up the mission to provide financial literacy education. 
Currently, in partnership with the WSU English as a Second Language 
Program, financial literacy is being introduced to recent Spanish
speaking immigrants in Worcester. 

Faculty/Staff Mentor: Julie chose to recognize Joan Jay Mahoney, 
Ph.D., Professor, Business Administration. 'As a freshman, I told Professor 
Mahoney that I wanted to 'be in charge.' As a senior, thanks to her guidance 
and my volunteer work, I know I want to run a non-profit organization 
providing excellence with dignity to those in need. I now know what I want 
to be in charge of Thank you, Dr. Mahoney!" 

And from Massachusetts' 
15 community colleges ... .... " 
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/VIyla Franklin 
Berkshire Community College 

Myla spent 20 years working as a crisis 
intervention supervisor and administrative 
director at a residential school. Laid off in 
2012, this Pittsfield mother of three enrolled 
at Berkshire and threw herself into her stud
ies, earning a 3.92 GPA while engaging in 
campus activities and community organiza
tions. She also co-founded "On the Rise," a 
mentoring program that assists students in 
Western Massachusetts and upstate New 

York. Myla plans to continue her studies at a four-year college. 

Faculty/Staff Mentor: Myla chose to recognize Deborah Carderella, 
Administrative Assistant, Humanities Division. "When I started at Bee after 
20 years of being out of school, it was difficult. I didn't think I could do it, 
Deborah helped me to find my voice. Her ability to help put situations 
into perspective, along with willingness to be 'rea/' with me has helped 
me succeed." 
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Bristol Community College 

Thirty-three-year-old Kevin is a student 
veteran who excels at public speaking and 

advocacy. A general studies and paralegal 
major, he has served as a Bristol Community 
College Student Ambassador. Kevin has the 
heart and mind of an entrepreneur. He is 
currently fostering a plan to develop green
house ships-floating organiC farms- to 
help bring fresh produce to the world's 

hungry. Whether he is leading in scoring on the BCC men's basketball 
team or surviving life challenges-including being homeless for a 
time-Kevin has persevered and earned Dean's List every semester at 
BCe. He will continue his studies at UMass Dartmouth. 

Faculty/Staff Mentor: Kevin chose to recognize Joyce Fernandes, 
Professor, Communication. "Professor Fernandes made public speaking 
seem effortless. She is a natural teacher. She instills confidence, inside and 
outSide the classroom." 

Qua N uyen 
Bunker Hill Community College 

Quan emigrated to the U.s. from Vietnam 
in 2010 and enrolled at Bunker Hill 
Community College one year later. The 
first in his family to attend college, he 
maintained a GPA of 3.93 while dedicating 
himself to helping others. He served as 
a PatientTransport Ambassador at 
Carney Hospital, in addition to providing 
translation services for members of 

Dorchester's Vietnamese community. A campus leader and student 
mentor, Quan is a member of the Commonwealth Honors Program, 
Phi Theta Kappa and Student Success/TRIO Program. He has 
applied to MIT where he hopes to study Chemical Engineering and 
pursue his dream of finding a cure for liver cancer. 

Faculty/Staff Mentor: Quan chose to recognize JoDe M. Lavine, Ph.D., 
Assistant Professor, Science and Engineering. "JoDe Lavine helped me 
overcome my fears and planted seeds that have helped me realize my 
dreams. Her wealth of knowledge and encouragement helps students find 
their light at the end of the tunnel. Her support has helped me grow, 
learn about myself and my career, and instilled in me the values behind 
the art of engineering." 

Ta siana Mello 
Cape Cod Community College 

Tatsiana's childhood exposure to radiation 
from the Chernobyl nuclear power plant 
led her to pursue studies in neuroscience. 
She has extensive experience as a volun
teer, working at a children's hospital and 
orphanages in her native Russia, at pediatric 
outpatient rehabilitation centers in England, 
and in Boston homeless shelters. This 
30-year-old works multiple jobs on the 

Cape to fund her education and support her family while maintain-
ing a 4.0 GPA. Now a U.S. citizen, Tatsiana will continue her studies at 
UMass Amherst. 

Faculty/Staff Mentor: Tatsiana chose to recognize Kate Martin, 
Professor, Coordinator of Phi Theta Kappa, Social Sciences and Human 
Services. "It is my privilege to have Professor Kate Martin join me in 
these honors. Her dedication to her students, and especially to all of us 
who are members of Phi Theta Kappa, is a true inspiration to me. Her 
commitment to excellence is shared with us all, as is her humor and positive 
outlook, even as we all face both academic and life challenges. Professor 
Martin, to me, represents all of the incredible professors and staff who have 
helped me along my journey at Cape Cod Community College." 

Ernest A. Baird 
Greenfield Community College 

An Engineering Sciences student, 42 year
old Ernie returned to college after a long 
hiatus spent working as a forklift driver and 
truck loader. Eager to move into a better
paying job, he resumed his studies at GCC 
and discovered that math and science came 
very easily to him. Since fall 2012 he has 
put his talents to work on behalf of others, 
volunteering many hours as a Peer Tutor to 

help other GCC students develop their math abilities. Ernie graduates 
this spring with an Associate in Science degree with a concentration 
in Engineering Science. He will transfer to UMass Amherst to pursue a 
Bachelor of Science degree in Chemical Engineering. 

Faculty/Staff Mentor: Ernest chose to recognize Ian Winokur, Associate 
Professor, Math. "I was 39 and very intimidated when I walked into my first 
class at GCe. The instructor, Ian Winokur, was welcoming and made me 
feel like I belonged. I had never imagined being able to get a college degree. 
lan's teaching and support changed that. Now, I'm on my way to being a 
chemical engineer." 

7 
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Steven M. Jones 
Holyoke Community College 

Steve, 40, is a U.s. Marine Corps veteran 
who came to college through HCC's Fresh 
Start program. After performing medical 
and casua lty evacuations in Iraq, Steve 
returned home and began assisting fellow 
war veterans, opening his home to dozens 
of homeless vets each Christmas. While 
working full time as the overnight receiving 
manager for a wholesale grocer, Steve also 
maintained a 3.92 GPA. He plans to become 

a clinical psychologist working with vets who suffer from post-traumat
ic stress. Following graduation, he will enter the Elms College acceler
ated weekend bachelor's degree program, which is based on the HCC 
campus. He hopes to earn a doctorate in clinical psychology. 

Faculty/Staff Mentor: Steven chose to recognize Cindy MacDonald, 
Learning Specialist and formerly Coordinator of Veterans Services. 'As my 
adviSOr, Cindy has been my most encouraging and enthusiastic supporter. 
She was the first person I met at HCC She said, 'You veterans, you succeed. 
You tend to do very well. You've performed under pressure and stress: It 
really lifted me up, given that I hadn't been to school in 20 years." 

Marie Prisca 
Sanon Glaphyra 
Massasoit Community College 

Marie Prisca is a high-achieving Liberal Arts 
Science-Transfer major who maintained a 
3.98 GPA while also holding several part
time jobs to fund her education. A native 
of Haiti who became a U.s. citizen last No
vember, Marie Prisca has been an effective 
Peer Tutor at Massasoit, encouraging fellow 
students to become more confident in their 

ability to do math and science. She was chosen for two science-related 
internships on campus and was one of 11 students chosen from a field 
of 500 national applicants to participate in the Research Experiences 
for Undergraduates (REU) program at Boston University. Marie Prisca 
has received a fu ll scholarship to UMass Boston and will double-major 

in biochemistry and biotechnology. 

Faculty/Staff Mentor: Marie Prisca chose to recognize Gilles Bolduc, 
Professor, Science. "He is open-minded, approachable, and available. He 
has helped me to discover my strengths and shown me how to make the 
most of them. Professor Bolduc has helped me make academic decisions, 
and has encouraged me to try new opportunities that I thought I would 
not be able to accomplish. He has helped me believe in myself and to 
embrace my future career without fear." 

Geoff e ' MacGillivary 
Mass8ay Community College 

Geoffrey wants to use his engineering tal
ents to help communities better prepare for 
the future. His recent design of a flood-gate 
inspired by the Hurricane Katrina disaster 
was accepted as an Abstract to the Rhode 
Island Dam Safety Conference in Provi
dence, RI, last fa ll. An energetic promoter of 
STEM education, Geoffrey spent last sum
mer as a Research Experience for Under

graduates (REU) Fellow at Olin College of Engineering, exploring levels 
of STEM interest among Massachusetts high schools students. His 
findings were shared at the 2013 STEM Summit in Foxboro, MA. He is 
active in MassBay's Engineering Club and leads research collaboration 
between students of the Engineering and Biotechnology Departments. 
This interdisciplinary project entails the design and construction of an 
unmanned, robotic submerSible that will be used to study inaccessible 
urban waterways of the United States and its territories. Geoffrey will 
pursue a Mechanical Engineering degree at UMass Lowell next fall. 

Faculty/Staff Mentor: Geoffrey chose to recognize Marina Bograd, 
Assistant Professor and Chair, Engineering. "Marina has provided me with 
guidance through a lot of tough decisions at MassBay. She counseled me 
when I have thought about throwing in the towel, and was a constant 
underpin emotionally when I was dealing with the loss of my father. She 
is a major asset to MassBay and to every fortunate student that has the 
opportunity to be under her tutelageN 

Miranda Cashman 
Middlesex Community College 

Eighteen-year-old Miranda is a talented 
writer, actress and student scientist who 
began her studies at Middlesex as a dual 
enrollment student. She has won numer
ous awards for creative writing, including 
a National Silver Medal from Scholastic. 
Her essay, "The Asian Misrepresentation: 
How Stereotypes of Asians in the Media 
Harm America," was published in Scholas

tic's Art & Writing Award anthology, "The Best Teen Writing of 2013:' 
She currently holds a 4.0 GPA and serves her college community as 
a Commonwealth Honors Program Student Ambassador and tutor. 
Mirana has been awarded two MCC Foundation Scholarships and is 
also a recipient of a 2014 International Education Fellowship to China, 
a trip she will take this summer. She will transfer to UMass Amherst's 
Commonwealth Honors College, majoring in geology. 

Faculty/Staff Mentor: Miranda chose to recognize Joanna DelMonaco, 
Math Faculty. "Professor Joanna DelMonaco is an outstanding professor, 
mentor, and friend, who gives students the tools they need to guide them
selves and succeed. She rekindled my love of math with her quick wit and 
understanding, and encouraged me to believe that I could pursue a STEM 
career despite its difficulties. l owe a lot to Professor DelMonaco." 



at lee nn 1ats 
Mount Wachusett Community College 

Kathy has spent this past academic year 
serving as the peer-elected student mem
ber of the Massachusetts Board of Higher 
Education. As a full voting member she 
has provided a voice for all 300,000 public 
higher education students. Kathy has been 
recognized for her academic achievements 
as a President's List and Dean's List honoree. 
This mother of three is also a tireless com

munity volunteer, logging 400 volunteer hours to various organizations 
and student groups during this academic year alone. She was awarded 
Campus Compact's national 2014 Newman Civic Fellows Award. Kathy 
plans to pursue a bachelor's degree in business. 

Faculty/Staff Mentor: Kathy chose to recognize Gregory Clement, 
Associate Dean of Students. "Greg Clement has been a constant mentor 
and friend. From the time that I began at MWCC Greg has always been 
there encouraging and helping me to attain goals I never thought possible. 
He has been instrumental in my success as a student leader, continually 
guiding me to broader horizons." 

Ma €: S ee 'e Pige 
North Shore Community College 

Marven arrived in the U.s. from Haiti as a 
refugee fleeing the ravages of the 2010 
earthquake. At NSCC he has taken part in 
the Bridges to the STARS (Sciences, Technol
ogy & Related Subjects) program and served 
as STARS Club president. He was elected to 
the Sigma Alpha Pi National Leadership So
ciety, joined the Math Team, and excelled in 
a demanding Engineering Science program. 

He will pursue a bachelor's degree in Civil Engineering at UMass Lowell 
and hopes to use his passion for engineering for "finding solutions to 
reduce and to prevent natural catastrophes:' 

Faculty/Staff Mentor: Marven chose to recognize Nancy Tufo, Academic 
Counselor and Coordinator, Bridges to the STARS Program, Student Sup
port Services. "With Nancy Tufo's help, I will graduate in May and transfer 
to UMass Lowell next fall. Nancy has known and helped me since the 
beginning of my enrollment at NSCC with difficulties including finanCial 
hindrances. She wrote me recommendations for colleges and NSCC schol
arships, which I received three times." 

'aO 0 kl agracia Sa c ez 
Northern Essex Community College 

In her first year at Northern Essex, Nairoby 
served as vice president of the Student Sen
ate (she's now president), and president of 
the college's chapter of Amnesty Interna
t ional. She also organized fellow students 
to volunteer with cleanup from Hurricane 
Sandy in New York. After learning that 
many NECC students were struggling to 
afford textbooks, Nairoby started a campus 

textbook lending library to help students and raise awareness of the 
issue of textbook affordability. As a result, a college-wide textbook task 
force was formed, and both the library and financial aid office now 
have textbook lending libraries for students. She plans to transfer to a 
bachelor's degree program in political science. 

Faculty/Staff Mentor: Nairoby chose to recognize Stephen Russell, 
Ph.D., Professor of History and Government, Department of Global Studies. 
"Since attending Northern Essex, Steve Russell has been instrumental in my 
growth as a person and student. He has been massively supportive in all of 
my endeavors, and that support is an enormous factor in me being chosen 
as one of the '29 Who Shine.'" 

Jodi Theresa Christi n 
Quinsigamond Community College 

Jodi, 42, served in the U.S. Navy and earned 
the rank of Petty Officer 3rd Class as an 
electrical engineer. She enrolled at Quin
sigamond Community College after her 
honorable discharge and was soon invited 
to join Phi Theta Kappa, the community 
college honor SOCiety. Jodi persevered as 
an honors student even after becoming 
homeless with her two teenage sons. Once 

she found housing again, she began to "pay it forward" by teaching 
computer skills to homeless domestic abuse survivors and organizing 
fellow honors students to volunteer at Worcester's veterans' shelter. She 
has been named to the Psi Beta National Honor Society in Psychology 
for Community Colleges and to the Coca-Cola Community College 
AcademicTeam as a Silver Scholar. Accepted at numerous private 
colleges and public universities, Jodi hopes to pursue a degree in 
Computer Forensics. 

Faculty/Staff Mentor: Jodi chose to recognize Bonnie A. Coleman, 
Advisor to the Alpha Zeta Theta Chapter, Enrollment and Student Services. 
"Bonnie believed in me and never held me back, no matter how outrageous 
an idea or big a project I presented. Her support of my goals and encour
agement is what made me succeed. She has inspired me to seek a career 
in higher education. I hope to one day be in a position to encourage and 
inspire students with the same passion that Bonnie gives." 
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Nene issa Dial! 
Roxbury Community College 

Nene was born in Guinea, West Africa and 
immigrated to the United States three 
years ago. She is a high-achieving member 
of the Louis Stokes Alliance for Minority 
Participation (LSAMP) program to help 
students of color earn STEM degrees. Nene's 
LSAMP responsibilities included tutoring 
students in RCC's Math Clinic She maintains 
a 3.87 GPA and is a member of the Phi 

Theta Kappa Honor Society. Nene graduates from RCC with a degree 
in biological science and has been accepted to multiple public and 
private universities. 

Faculty/Staff Mentor: Nene chose to recognize Andrella King, Adjunct 
Professor of Chemistry and Math; Coordinator of LSAMP and Bridges 
Programs, STEM "Professor King helps people without distinction based on 
their skin color or religion. She gives me advice and helps me a great deal. 
I often find myself doing what she does, which is helping people without 
expecting anything in return. I don't know how to thank her." 

T e'o S. Eraso 
Springfield Technical 
Community College 

Trevor is a dean's list student in STeC's Law 
Enforcement/Criminal Justice program. 
He is the Student Trustee on the College's 
Board ofTrustees, and has also served as 
Vice President of the Student Government 
Association. He interned in Governor Deval 
Patrick's Western Massachusetts Office and 
also at the Massachusetts Commission for 

the Blind. Trevor's dedication to the STeC community includes his role 
as student liaison to the Facilities Department, where he helped review 
capital projects and assist in planning recycling outreach, wi-fi lounges 
and a new student gazebo. Trevor will re-enroll at STCC in the fall to 
finish a second degree in Liberal Arts Transfer before transferring to a 
four-year college. He then hopes to attend law school. 

Faculty/Staff Mentor: Trevor chose to recognize Stephen G. Weisner, 
Professor, Social Sciences. "Professor Weisner's unconditional support of my 
aspirations gave me the optimism to get involved with the Student Govern
ment Association and that's made it a great two years here at Springfield 
Technical Community College." 
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ThankYou 

for sponsoring the Celebratory Luncheon 
following the ceremony. 

The MTA wishes to applaud the hard work 
of the faculty/staff mentors who have 
touched the lives of the 29 Who Shine: 

Deborah Carderella, Berkshire Community College 

Joyce Fernandes, Bristol Community College 

JoDe M. lavine, Bunker Hill Community College 

Kate Martin, Cape Cod Community College 

Ian Winokur, Greenfield Community College 

Cindy MacDonald, Holyoke Community College 

Gilles Bolduc, Massasoit Community College 

Marina Bograd, MassBay Community College 

Joanna DelMonaco, Middlesex Community College 

Gregory Clement, Mount Wachusett Community College 

NancyTufo, North Shore Community College 

Stephen Russell, Northern Essex Community College 

Bonnie A. Coleman, Quinsigamond Community College 

Andrella King, Roxbury Community College 

Stephen G. Weisner, Springfield Technical 
Community College 

J. Edward Carter, Bridgewater State University 

Allison Pauline Shields, Fitchburg State University 

Aline Davis, Framingham State University 

Adriana Katzew, Massachusetts College of Art and Design 

Kathrine McClellan, Massachusetts Maritime Academy 

Deborah Foss, Massachusetts College of liberal Arts 

Sam Ohannesian, Salem State University 

Marsha Marotta, Westfield State University 

Joan Jay Mahoney, Worcester State University 

Scott M. Auerbach, UMass Amherst 

Connie S. Chan, UMass Boston 

David M. Milstone, UMass Dartmouth 

Asil Oztekin, UMass lowell 

Lori Dilorenzo, UMass Medical School 



Our Media Partners 
The following newspapers and publishers showed 

their support for Massachusetts Public Higher Education 
by donating or discounting advertising space in today's 
papers to salute the 29 Who Shine. 

The Boston Globe 
John Henry, Publisher 

The Gardner News 
Alberta Saffell Bell, Publisher 

Gatehouse Media New England 
Sean Burke, President and Chief Executive Officer 

The Enterprise, Brockton 
The Herald News, Fall River 
The Metro West Daily News 
The Milford Daily News 
The Patriot Ledger, Quincy 
The Taunton Daily Gazette 

Holden Landmark Corporation 
Kirk A. Davis, President 

The Landmark 
The Leominster Champion 
The Millbury-Sutton Chronicle 
Worcester Magazine 

The Lowell Sun 
Mark O'Neil, President and Publisher 

The Republican, Springfield 

George Arwady, Publisher and Chief Executive Officer 

The Sentinel & Enterprise, Fitchburg 
Larry Hubner, Publisher and Advertising Director 

The Telegram & Gazette, Worcester 
Bruce Gaultney, Publisher 

11 



12 

..a 

29Who 
Shine 

A Massachusetts Public Higher Education partnership 

f '; Department of @ .. """"", MASSACHUSE T TS 

",~~~ Higher Education 

Massachusetts Department of 
Higher Education 

Richard M. Freeland, Commissioner 

COMMUNITY COLLEGES 

Berkshire Community College 
Ellen Kennedy, President 

Bristol Community College 
John 1. Sbrega, President 

Bunker Hill Community College 
Pamela Eddinger, President 

Cape Cod Community College 
John Cox, President 

Greenfield Community College 
Robert L. Pura, President 

Holyoke Community College 
William F. Messner, President 

MassBay Community College 
John O'Donnell, President 

Massasoit Community College 
Charles Wall, President 

Middlesex Community College 
Carole A. Cowan, President 

~" Massachusetts Community Colleges 

, 
- ;\11-
~~ , H "~ State University System 

of Massachusetts UMASS. 

Mount Wachusett Community College 
Daniel M. Asquino, President 

North Shore Community College 
Patricia Gentile, President 

Northern Essex Community College 
Lane A. Glenn, President 

Quinsigamond Community College 
Gail Carberry, President 

Roxbury Community College 
Valerie Roberson, President 

Springfield Technical Community College 
Ira Rubenzahl, President 

STATE UNIVERSITIES 

Bridgewater State University 
Dana Mohler-Faria, President 

Fitchburg State University 
Robert Antonucci, President 

Framingham State University 
Robert A. Martin, Interim President 

Massachusetts College of Art and Design 
Dawn Barrett, President 

Massachusetts College of Liberal Arts 
Mary Grant, President 

Massachusetts Maritime Academy 
Richard Gurnon, President 

Salem State University 
Patricia Maguire Meservey, President 

Westfield State University 
Elizabeth Preston, Interim President 

Worcester State University 
Barry Maloney, President 

UMASS CAMPUSES 

University of Massachusetts System 
Robert L. Caret, President 

University of Massachusetts Amherst 
Kumble R. Subbaswamy, Chancellor 

University of Massachusetts Boston 
1. Keith Motley, Chancellor 

University of Massachusetts Dartmouth 
Divina Grossman, Chancellor 

University of Massachusetts Lowell 
Marty Meehan, Chancellor 

University of Massachusetts Medical School 
Michael F. Collins, Chancellor 

www.mass.edu/29whoshine 
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