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The 7th Annual Ceremony 

Welcome Chris Gabrieli, Chairman 
Massachusetts Board of Higher Education 

29 Who Shine Procession 

Music "America the Beautiful" 

UMass Boston Honors Vocal Sextet 

Opening Remarks Carlos E. Santiago, Commissioner 

Massachusetts Department of Higher Education 

James Peyser, Secretary of Education 
Commonwealth of Massachusetts 

Charlie Baker, Governor 
Commonwealth of Massachusetts 

29 Who Shine Awards Community College Awards presented by 

John Cox, President 

Cape Cod Community College 

State University Awards presented by 

Javier Cevallos, President 

Framingham State University 

University of Massachusetts Awards presented by 

Marty Meehan, President 
University of Massachusetts 

Music "African Processional" 

UMass Boston Honors Vocal Sextet 

Faculty/Mentor Recognition and Legislative Reception to follow 

All 29 Who Shine honorees and guests are invited into the Great Hall 
for a reception during which the 29 Who Shine will honor their mentors. 

Event Photos 

Professional photographs from today's event 
will be available on Wednesday, May 70, at: 

www.mass.edu/29whoshine 

Twitter 

Join @MassDHE on Twitter today and throughout 
commencement season by following the hash tag: 

#29whoshine 
After toda~ we'll also tweet to recognize 
each student on their graduation day! 



ThankYou 
Media Partners 

The following newspapers and 
publishers showed their support for 

Massachusetts public higher education 
by donating ad space, including 

numerous full-page ads, in today's 
papers to salute the 29 Who Shine: 

The Boston Globe 
John Henry, Publisher 

The Daily Item 
Peter H. Gamage, Publisher 

The Gardner News 
Alberta Saffell Bell, Publisher 

Gatehouse Media New England 
Peter H. Meyer, Publisher 

The Enterprise, Brockton 
The Herald News, Fall River 
The Metro West Daily News 
The Milford Daily News 
The Patriot Ledger, Quincy 
The Taunton Daily Gazette 

The Lowell Sun 
Mark O'Nei l, President and Publisher 

The Republican, Springfield 
George Arwady, Publisher and 
Chief Executive Officer 

The Salem News 
Karen Andreas, Publisher 

The Sentinel & Enterprise, Fitchburg 
Larry Hubner, Publisher and Advertising Di rector 

Celebratory Reception Sponsor 

State Ubrar:l of rVlassachusetts 
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Meet the ... 

.... 

29Who 
Shine 

From Massachusetts' 
15 community colleges ... 

Danielle Palmieri 
Berkshire Community College 

Eighteen-year-old Danielle Palmieri 
started at Berkshire Community College 
as a high school senior taking dual 
enrollment classes. She quickly emerged 
as a campus leader and student role 
model, serving in a variety of capacities 
including elected StudentTrustee, 
mentor to students in the STEM Starter 
Academy, math tutor, and Supplemental 

Instruction Leader in psychology. An outstanding student with 
a GPA of 3.98, Danielle has worked through the Phi Theta Kappa 
Honor Society and the Student Government Association to help 
her community, serving as youth leader for several American Red 
Cross blood drives. 

Faculty/Staff Mentor: Danielle chose to recognize Constance West, 
Senior Special Programs Coordinator, STEM Starter Academy. "Connie 
West has been instrumental throughout these past two years. It seems 
like only yesterday that / was sitting in her office with my STEM 
application in hand. That was the moment I realized this (BCC) is where 
I belong. Thank you Connie for always believing in mel" 

Stephen Fanus 
Bristol Community College 

Stephen Fanus, a non-traditional student 
in his 50's, immigrated to Massachusetts 
from the Caribbean and learned to read 
and write in Bristol Community College's 
Adult Basic Education Program. He will 
graduate this spring with a second 
associate degree in Paralegal Studies, 
having already earned an Associate in 
Arts in Communication in 2016 . 

Stephen has been a committed advocate for public higher 
education, attending Advocacy Days at the State House to help 
build stronger legislative support for public campuses. He 
serves his adopted community by visiting area high schools, 
encouraging students to continue their education. Stephen will be 
doing just that himself, transferring to Bridgewater State University 
to earn a bachelor's degree. 

Faculty/Staff Mentor: Stephen chose to recognize Ronald 
Weisberger, Director, Bristol Community College Holocaust Center, 
and Adjunct Professor, History. "Or. Ronald Weisberger has always given 
me the confidence and inspiration to achieve my goals. As a non
traditional student, he always made sure I was connected to valuable 
college resources, and he has provided me with great advice." 

John George Gonsalves 
Bunker Hill Community College 

John Gonsalves is an Army Veteran who 
received a National Defense Service 
Award for his service as a Combat Medic 
in Operation Desert Storm. For the next 
22 years, he worked as an EMT before 
arriving at Bunker Hill Community College 
in 2013 hoping to pursue a new career 
in Radiological Technology. He has 
become one of the most active scholars 

and leaders on campus, serving as a mentor to other students, as a 
member of the Student Government Association and as President 
of the Student Success Club. An honors student, he will continue 
his studies in BHCC's Medical Imaging Program. 

Faculty/Staff Mentor: John chose to recognize Colleen Vee, Success 
Coach (Academic Counselor), Advising and Life Map. "When many 
other people discouraged me from pursuing my dream of becoming 
a Radiological Technologist because of my learning disability. Colleen 
was the first person who believed in me and helped me discover that 
I could be a scholar. Colleen was the first person to tell me, 'Don't let 
anyone tell you you're not smart enough to fulfill your dreams. Don't 
ever let anyone make you feel like you're not good enough.'" 



Scott W. Maciel 
Cape Cod Community College 

Scott Maciel came to Cape Cod 
Community College as a non-traditional, 
25 year-old student with a business 
background and a belief that success 
as an entrepreneur must be coupled 
with community engagement. At 
CCce Scott has served in a variety of 
leadership capacities, as the student 
representative on the Board ofTrustees, 

an active member of the College's Young Professionals Club, and as 
an officer serving the Commonwealth's Student Advisory Council. 

Scott is proudest of the role he played to revital ize the College's 
Life Fitness Center. "Ral lies were held, awareness was spread;' he 
recalls. "We now have a Wellness Center coordinator, updated 
workout facilities and group fitness classes, with hopes to build our 
intramural sports programs. Being involved, building connections, 
and creating a sense of community early on had a significant 
impact on my community college experience:' 

Faculty/Staff Mentor: Scott chose to recognize Michael Bejtlich, 
Professor and Program Coordinator, Business Administration. "Michael 
Bejtlich has shaped and positively influenced an immeasurable number 
of students with encouragement and support as a teacher, adviser, and 
friend. His vibrant personality is unforgettable as he brings life with him 
everywhere he goes. I am grateful and honored to have him here today 

to share in this experience."" 

Simon Hwang-Carlos 
Greenfield Community College 

Simon Hwang-Carlos "represents the best 
of who we are at Greenfield Community 
College;'wrote a campus nominator, 
noting that Simon has overcome many 
challenges, including minimal eyesight. to 
advance in his studies and contribute to 
his community. He has turned what some 
identify as a "disability" into extraordinary 
abilities. Simon is highly regarded by his 

peers and campus faculty and staff for his talents as a pianist. He 
has set the Music Department's standard for dedication to his craft 
while maintaining a 4.0 GPA. He has been awarded a scholarship to 
pursue a bachelor's degree in piano performance at the University 
of Massachusetts Amherst. and wants to teach music in Franklin or 
Hampshire County public schools. 

Faculty/Staff Mentor: Simon chose to recognize Matthew Shippee, 
Chair, Music Department. "Matthew Shippee helped me strive toward 
treating my instrument as an extension of my body. Because of his 
encouragement and teaching I learned not only about music and how 
to be a musician, but also how to be a person in the world." 

Jasmine Richelle Errico 
Holyoke Community College 

Jasmine Richelle Errico was a high 
school dropout who earned her GEO, 
and is now poised to graduate from 
Holyoke Community College with high 
honors. A first-generation college 
student. single mother and woman in 
recovery, she found her passion as a 
doula (profeSSional trained in childbirth) 
while studying at HCC. She now 

volunteers her time with the Prison Birth Project in Holyoke and the 
Grace House Recovery Program in Northampton. Every Wednesday, 
she teaches childbirth education class at the Hampden County 
Women's Correctional Facility in Chicopee. She is also on call to 
attend births for incarcerated and formerly incarcerated women. 

In the summer of 2015, Jasmine participated in HCC's Organizing 
for Community Change Leadership Institute, where she worked 
with MotherWoman, a nonprofit support network for mothers in 
Hampshire County, conducting research on how the agency could 
better reach low-income women and women of color. Jasmine has 
been accepted to Mount Holyoke College. 

Faculty/Staff Mentor: Jasmine chose to recognize Irma Medina, 
Coordinator, Holyoke Community College Pathways Program. "Without 
Irma's constant support and trouble-shooting, my time at HCC would 
have been much different. She has always been there to advise me, tell 
me when I'm wrong, tell me when I'm right, let me cry, encourage me to 
keep going and remind me why I started to begin with." 

Christopher James Blunt 
Massasoit Community College 

Christopher Blunt. a Business 
Administration Transfer student. has a 
proud legacy of service to his country, 
his college and his community at large. 
While on active duty in the Un ited 
States Marine Corps from 2010-2014, 
Chris served his country in both 
Afghanistan and Bahrain and was 
awarded the Navy and Marine Corps 

Achievement Medal. He brought that same sense of duty to 
Massasoit Community College where, in addition to maintaining 
a GPA of 3.96, he served as an elected student representative to 
the Board ofTrustees, a member of the Student Senate, and a peer 
advisor in the Massasoit Veterans Center. Active in the wider 
community, Chris is a Post Chaplain at the Veterans of Foreign 
Wars Post 1046 in Brockton, and as a member of the Masonic 
Lodge, escorts seniors to church on Sundays. 

Faculty/Staff Mentor: Christopher chose to recognize Brian Smith, 
Veterans Services Coordinator, Student Services. "Brian's selfless 
dedication to serving the veteran population is a true example for 
others to emulate. His leadership and reputation are above reproach. 
No person can endure any great undertaking without assistance 
somewhere along the lines, and Brian has certainly filled that role not 
only for me, but many others that utilize our office. Being a veteran 
himself, I view Brian not only as a mentor, but a friend and brother as 
well. I can confidently say that Brian has made a positive and lasting 
impact on my education and ultimately my life." 
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Elizabeth Danielle Halliday 
Mass8ay Community College 

Elizabeth Halliday, MassBay Community 
College Nursing major, has helped 
mobilize her fellow nursing students 
in a variety of service activities to 
benefit the college and community. As 
President of the Nursing Club, she helped 
rejuvenate and transform it into a true 
service-oriented group. She led the club 
in developing a partnership with a local 

hospital to provide ongoing volunteers, ran Red Cross blood drives 
and Epilepsy Foundation clothing drives, and participated in many 
events to benefit families and young children in the MetroWest 
area. Elizabeth will work for a local hospital upon graduation, but 
eventually hopes to teach future nurses, helping to fill a critical 
statewide shortage of qualified nursing instructors. 

Faculty/Staff Mentor: Elizabeth chose to recognize Joyce Brazee, 
Assistant Professor, Nursing. "Joyce Brazee is a superwoman. She 
inspires me everyday to be a better person. I don't know that I could 
have been the kind of student I am without her. She teaches in a way 
that makes everything come alive and stick with you. You never feel 
uncomfortable to ask questions. It's because of her that I realized that I 
not only want to become a nurse but become a nurse educator, so I can 
give back to others who may someday want to become nurses." 

James Edward Carroll 
Middlesex Community College 

James Carroll arrived at Middlesex 
Community College having already 
completed a Bachelor of Fine Arts 
degree from Westfield State University. 
He graduates this spring with a degree 
in Mechanical Engineering and a 
certificate in Computer-Aided Design. 

As president of the STEM Club, 
he introduced new engineering 

technologies such as drones and 3D printing to fellow students. 
James also pioneered the inaugural MCC Science Fair this year. 
His lab work to grow three-dimensional liver-tissue cells was 
honored at a National Science Foundation conference in 
Washington DC He enters UMass Lowell's mechanical 
engineering program next fall. 

Faculty/Staff Mentor: James chose to recognize John Savage, 
Professor, Chemistry. "Professor Savage has been a great teacher and 
mentor. I learned a lot in his classes and was fortunate enough to be 
picked for the Belize fellowship he organizes. During the fellowship 
our group assessed several reefs by collecting data for the reef check 
program. It was a life changing experience that has changed my 
outlook on the world and the environment." 

Faith Kurtz 
Mount Wachusett Community College 

Faith Kurtz is a Pathways Early College 
Innovation School graduate, earning 
both a high school diploma and an 
associate degree by age 18. 

At MWCC, Faith established herself as a 
campus leader, serving as president of 
the Student Government Association 
as well as president of three additional 
student clubs - all while maintaining a 

3.98 GPA and logging over 200 hours of community service. She 
heads to Worcester Polytechnic Institute to study engineering. 

Faculty/Staff Mentor: Faith chose to recognize Natalie Mercier, 
Director, Pathways Early College Innovation School. "Natalie Mercier 
has helped me through every major step in my college career at 
MWCC. She has always made herself available when I have questions 
or need advice. She has been not only an invaluable resource, but also 
a kind and supportive friend who helped give me the confidence to 
believe I could succeed" 

Aiman Masalawala 
North Shore Community College 

Aiman Masalawala is a 41-year-old 
mother who came to the U.S. from India 
ten years ago. Her desire to obtain a 
college degree to become a teacher was 
driven by heart-breaking circumstances. 
For seven years, Aiman attended school 
daily with her special needs daughter, 
serving as her personal aide. When her 
daughter passed away in 2012, Aiman 

decided to pursue her own college education, inspired to turn 
personal loss into a way to help others. 

Aiman enrolled at NSCC and maintained a 3.83 GPA while also 
working as a teacher's aide with special needs children in the 
Revere Public Schools. She is the recipient of the Foster Furcolo 
Scholarship at UMass Boston. 

Faculty/Staff Mentor: Aiman chose to recognize laurie Ann 
Carlson, Associate Professor, English. "I consider Or. Laurie Carlson my 
mentor and friend Laurie was always there for me, willing to help. Her 
kind words and positive comments helped me excel not only in her 
class, but others as well. She has shown me that kindness and success 
can go in hand and hand" 
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Klinbert A. Garcia 
Northern Essex Community College 

Twenty-year-old Klinbert Garcia was 
born in the Dominican Republic and 
learned English by watching cartoons. 
He has consistently made the Dean's List 
at Northern Essex Community College 
while also serving as the elected student 
representative to the College's Board of 
Trustees, math tutor and supplementa l 
instructor in statistics. 

Interning with the Lawrence Family Resource Center, he helped 
at-risk high school students who were struggling with issues such 
as menta l il lness, teen parenthood, and homeless ness find ways to 
complete a high school degree despite their challenges. 

Kl inberg transfers to UMass Boston to earn a Business Management 
deg ree. A budding entrepreneur, he wants to start his own 
company selling recycled clothing to developing countries. 

Faculty/Staff Mentor: Klinbert chose to recognize Amy Patricia 
Callahan, Professor and Program coordinator, Journalism/ 
Communication. "Professor Callahan's influence equals the influence of 
the sun's UV rays for life here on Earth. It all started with the experience 
of taking Professor Callahan's Intro to Communication class, where 
my inner critical thinking was drawn out through the passion and 
experience Professor Callahan brought to class every day." 

Kimberly Ann May 
Quinsigamond Community College 

Kimberly May began her college 
education in the fa ll of 201 0 at 
Quinsigamond Community College as 
a part-time adu lt student. A mother of 
two young adults, she decided it was 
her tu rn to earn a college degree. As a 
chi ld she'd had d ifficulties with reading 
comprehension; as a col lege student, 
she persevered and became an honors 

student. She was elected President of the Phi Theta Kappa honor 
society at QCC and doubled the society's membership during her 
tenure. The winner of numerous campus awards, she also made 
time to volunteer at local non-profits, including a veterans'shelter 
and Community Harvest Garden in North Grafton. She will enter 
Northeastern University in the fall. 

Faculty/Staff Mentor: Kimberly chose to recognize Bonnie A. 
Coleman, Advisor to the Alpha Zeta Theta Chapter, Enrollment and 
Student Services. "Bonnie has played an integral role in the success of 
all those that have come under her leadership. Her ability to empower 
members by showing us that we can accomplish any task cannot be 
overstated, and her example inspires all of us to be of service 
to fellow human beings." 

Boston Aisosa Okundaye 
Roxbury Community College 

Boston Okundaye began his stud ies 
in Business Admin istration at Roxbury 
Community College just two months 
after arriving in t he U.s. from Nigeria. 
Within two years, he was elected 
President of the Student Government 
Associat ion and began work to 
st rengthen communication between 
st udents and campus leaders. Boston 

also provided leadership and col laboration wit h other st udent 
organ izations service projects including t he campus clot hing 
and holiday food drives, and Roxbury Clean Up Days. He organized 
fund raising efforts to purchase and deliver bottled water to fami lies 
in Flint, Michigan. Closer to home, he interned at the YMCA of 
Greater Boston's Chi ld and Adult Care Food Prog ram. He plans to 
transfer to a fou r-year university. 

Faculty/Staff Mentor: Boston chose to recognize Elizabeth Clark, 
Student Activities Coordinator. "Mrs. Elizabeth Clark has always been 
a great mentor with her words of wisdom and encouragement. The 
wisdom and knowledge she has imparted upon me has been a great 
asset throughout my life and I have been able to grow because of her 
support. She has greatly contributed in building me to the individual 
that I am today, and has made a mentor out of me to others." 

Kristiana A. Tadeo 
Springfield Technical 
Community College 

Kristiana Tadeo fol lowed a fam ily tradit ion 
at Springfield Technical Community 
Col lege; both her parents graduated 

, with science degrees from STCC. As a 
Supplementa l Instruction Leader, she 
helped classmates master t heir course 
material; as Campus Activities board 
chair, she planned events to st rengthen 

student connect ions to the campus. As an honors student, this 
Biology major proudly represented the col lege at t he Northeast 
Reg iona l Honors Conference in Pittsburgh, presenting on her 
resea rch topic, "Bridging the Divide on Transgenderism:' Kristiana 
has been accepted to Simmons Col lege, where she wil l study 
biochemist ry and public health. 

Faculty/Staff Mentor: Kristiana chose to recognize Richard D. 
Greco, Professor, Biological Sciences. "Professor Richard Greco has 
been an inspiration to me. I have taken five science classes with him 
and have had the opportunity to serve as a Supplemental Instruction 
Leader helping classmates with course material. He taught me that I 
can do whatever I put my mind to, including pursuing my education 
to become a doctor specializing in research." 
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From Massachusetts' nine state 
universities and specialty colleges . .. 

Melvin Caballero 
Bridgewater State University 

Melvin Caballero is using his powerful 
personal experience to educate and 
inform Massachusetts cit izens about the 
experience of immigrants, particularly 
those who are undocumented. Melvin, 
one of 12 children, grew up in poverty in 
Honduras and worked as a coffee picker, 
unable to attend schoo l consistently. 
Long ing for an education, he left his 

hometown eight years ago at age 16, alone. Melvin walked and 
hitchhiked through Honduras, Guatemala, and Mexico. After 
enduring exploitation at the hands of human traffickers and 
crossing both the desert and Rio Grande, he was arrested in Texas 
and detained for fou rth months. However, a family in Hyde Park 
agreed to sponsor him, allowing him to sett le in Boston, learn 
English, gain cit izenship, and work his way through high 
school and college. 

Melvin has spent his alternative spring breaks serving m igrant farm 
workers in Florida and the homeless in Arizona. He was awarded 
a BSU research grant to write his memoir. His goal is to become a 
teacher in an urban school district in Massachusetts. 

Faculty/Staff Mentor: Melvin chose to recognize Jenny Shanahan, 
Director, Undergraduate Research. "From the first time that I had the 
chance to meet in person with Dr. Jenny Shanahan, the director of 
undergraduate research at Bridgewater State University, I discovered in 
her a wonderful supporter and encouraging human being." 

Breanna Lyn Hadley 
Fitchburg State University 

Breanna Hadley has used her talents to 
enrich the quality of life on the campus. 
As membership recruitment director 
of her sorority, she has embodied the 
best tenets of Greek life and community 
service. Breanna was named president 
of the University's Greek Counci l and 
stood out among her peers as a member 
of the Leadership Counci l. She received 

leadership awa rds in her sophomore and jun ior years. She has been 
active w ith t he Alternative Spring Break program, raising funds and 
donating her time bui lding and rehabilitating homes for those in 
need. Th is Dean's List student graduates with a degree in crimina l 
justice and plans to enter law enforcement. 

Faculty/Staff Mentor: Breanna chose to recognize Kelli A. 
Lundgren, Staff Assistant, Human Resources. "I had the privilege of 
working with Kelli for two years on the Alternative Spring Break trip. She 
has been nothing but supportive, inspiring and caring. She has pushed 
me to new heights that I could only have dreamed of Kelli has been a 
huge influence on me becoming who I am today." 

Brittany Florence Cormier 
Framingham State University 

Putting her art and design skills to work 
on behalf of the Framing ham Publ ic 
Schools, Brittany Florence Cormier helped 
the distr ict's Community Resource 
Development Office create marketing 
materials to promote afterschoo l 
programs. She led publ ic schoo l staff 
and students through the process of 
developing logos and identity visuals, 

then creating a comprehensive marketing and communications 
plan which is current ly in use by the district. The tit le of Brittany's 
honors t hesis was "Who are we? Engaging communit ies th rough 
design for socia l change." Graduating with a 4.0 GPA, Brittany 
plans to open her own design firm and use her skills to market 
educationa l opportunities to the public. 

Faculty/Staff Mentor: Brittany chose to recognize Stephanie Grey, 
Assistant Professor, Art. "Professor Grey has really opened up my eyes 
to seeing design every day. She has broken down the process of 
understanding the audience and defining a purpose for each design. 
She is always encouraging her students to push themselves, whether 
it's by attending AlGA (American Institute of Graphic Arts) events in 
Boston or taking part in student events and portfolio reviews." 



Andre Hester 
Massachusetts College of 
Art and Design 

Andre Hester served as Art Director 
of the Roxbury Boys and Girls Club for 
nearly a decade before entering MassArt 
to complete his Art Education degree. 
He has developed as an artist and is a 
skilled teacher who draws from his own 
experience growing up in Boston to teach 
and mentor urban youth. He has taught 

in MassArt's Artward Bound program for the past two years, and 
hopes to "build a ful l-scale art curriculum in a Boston area school" 
upon graduation this spring. 

Faculty/Staff Mentor: Andre chose to recognize Lois Hetland, Chair, 
Art Education. "Lois Hetland's hard work and dedication have been an 
integral part of my success at MassArt. I have come to look at her as 
not only my professor and advisor, but as a colleague and a friend. Lois 
has dedicated her life to academic success and creative excellence; her 
framework for writing curriculum and engaging students as artists is 
something that I model my own teaching philosophies after. From my 
counsel and discussions with Lois, I have seen the level of commitment 
it takes to work with each student and find pathways for them to learn 
and succeed no matter the obstacle. Through her written works and 
contributions to the community, I take her example and continue to 
work to guide students towards their own great potential through 
education, art and an expanded view of the world." 

Kayla Theresa LaVoice 
Massachusetts College of Liberal Arts 

Kayla Theresa LaVoice has taken on 
multiple leadership and mentoring roles 
at MCLA. She created the Pathways to 

, College program, which sends MCLA 
st udents to nearby Drury High School 
to help students learn more about 
college and ca reer choices. She also 
worked for two years at t he Adams 
Youth Center program as a mentor and 

a tutor, and was honored for her community service by North 
Berkshire Community Coal ition, telling the group upon acceptance 
of her award, "I love bu ilding connections between college 
campuses and t he surrounding communit/'She is applying to 
Americorps' FEMA program. 

Faculty/Staff Mentor: Kayla chose to recognize Spencer Moser, 
Community Engagement Director, Center for Service and Citizenship. 
"Spencer has supported me by providing me with opportunities and 
having confidence in my ability to lead. Spencer has encouraged me to 
challenge myself in positions I wouldn't normally take on." 

Rashida Abena Plummer 
Massachusetts Maritime Academy 

As the 2016-17 Regimental Training and 
Retention Officer, senior Massachusetts 
Maritime Academy cadet Rashida Abena 
Plummer oversees the Academy's 
Training and Retention program. She 
is responsible for helping students 
succeed academically and acclimate 
to the regimental lifestyle at MMA. 
Reporting to the Commandant of 

Cadets and Vice President of Enrollment Management, her duties 
include overseeing the regimental study program, coordinating 
the peer tutoring program, and supporting Admissions and the 
Maritime Academy Preparatory Seminar (MAPS). Her company 
assistants respect her leadership. Rashida plans to pursue a 
master's degree in public safety with the goa l of working as an 
occupational toxicologist in Massachusetts. 

Faculty/Staff Mentor: Rashida chose to recognize Portia Fikile 
Ndlovu, Associate Professor, International Maritime Business. 
"Dr. Portia Ndlovu makes herself available to support all cadets at 
the Massachusetts Maritime Academy. As a student, she has helped 
me to build on my strengths and overcome adverSities, such as self 
confidence. With her assistance, I have been able to broaden my 
purpose at the Academy - to excel at my academics, to be a role model 
to the student body but most importantly, to maintain a positive 
outlook in all situations." 

Elizabeth Cabral 
Salem State University 

The daughter of immigrant parents 
from Cape Verde, Elizabeth Cabral is a 
first-generation college student who 
has excelled academically, as a campus 
leader, and as an advocate for social 
justice. Over the past four years, Cabral 
has held internships wit h the Malden 
District Courthouse, Department of Youth 
Services, the American Civil Liberties 

Union, and with both Massachusetts senators, Elizabeth Warren 
and Edward Markey. On campus, Elizabeth was elected by her 
peers to represent students on Salem State University's Board of 
Trustees. She was a strong advocate around issues of diversity, 
inclusion and climate change and helped lead efforts to persuade 
the Board to partial ly divest its holdings in fossil fuel companies. 
Elizabeth graduates wit h dual degrees in Political SCience and 
Criminal Just ice and wants to attend law school. 

Faculty/Staff Mentor: Elizabeth chose to recognize Jennifer 
Jackman, Associate Professor, Political Science. "Jennifer Jackman is 
the true definition of a mentor. When I took my first public policy class 
she noticed my passion and drive for issues surrounding public policy. 
Whenever there was an opportunity or an event that she believed I 
would benefit from she would always tell me. Through her impeccable 
career and all of the things that she has accomplished, she has taught 
me that anything is possible. She has always been in my corner rooting 
me on, and there to talk to me about anything and offer me advice 
whenever I needed it. She will be my lifelong mentor and is the reason 
for my success." 
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Joseph De'jon Seal 
Westfield State University 

Joseph De'jon Sea l is deeply involved 
in Westfield State University's Urban 
Education program on campus, an 
academic success and leadership 
development initiative. He has served 
as ambassador and community 
service leader, and most recently, as 
a recruitment mentor. He is also Vice 
President of the Mu lticultural Student 

Association and has organized several events to promote cultura l 
awareness and accepta nce. 

Joseph remains connected and involved in his hometown of 
Springfield. He volunteers for the 100 Males to College in itiative, 
wh ich strives to increase college access, enroll ment, and retent ion 
for low-income males and males of color in the Springfield Public 
Schools. He hopes to earn a master's degree in higher education. 

Faculty/Staff Mentor: Joseph chose to recognize Chaitali J. 
Brahmbhatt, Academic Advisor, Urban Education Program. "Ms. 
Brahmbhatt interviewed me for the Urban Education Program at 
Westfield State and has continued to serve as my mentor and support 
system. Her guidance helped me determine which academic and 
career paths to pursue." 

Andrew Huy D. Ngo 
Worcester State University 

Huy"Andrew" D. Ngo is a Business 
Administration major who has served as 
the Worcester State University Student 
Government Association President, 
an Upward Bound Peer Mentor, and 
manager of the WSU Student Center. 
He is one of the WSU coordinators 
ofTrew Friends (a chapter-based, 

student-run community that operates 
as an extension ofThe Heather Trew Foundation for Organ 
Donation and Research). Additional ly, Andrew has represented 
the Commonwealth and Worcester State to elected officials in 
Washington, D.C. He has been nominated for Who's Who Among 
Students in American Universities and Colleges for 2017. Andrew is 
employed at the corporate offices of Uber. 

Faculty/Staff Mentor: Andrew chose to recognize Jason Grant, 
Clerk IV, Department of Sociology. "Jason has played a big role in my 
journey here at Worcester State by encouraging me to put myself out 
there and take on new and different experiences. Jason was actually 
the person who got me to study abroad, which has made me a better 
person and a global citizen. I am thankful for having such an incredible 
mentor over the past few years." 
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And from the five campuses of the 
University of Massachusetts ... 

Sara J. Hickey 
UMass Amherst 

Sara Hickey has been an active student 
leader throughout her undergraduate 
career at UMass Amherst most 
recently serving as President of the 

Student Alumni Association. She also 
has extensive community and volunteer 
experience at the First Bapt ist Food Pantry 
in Amherst and the Hadley Elementary 

USOLVE program (UMass Students 
Offering Leadership, Va lues and Experiences). She has volunteered 

in an elementary school art classroom, has helped kids with special 
needs learn to play sports, and organized dance performances to 
raise money for both cancer research and veterans' support. For 
her senior capstone project, Sara examined ways to address the 
opioid crisis in Massachusetts, reviewing and synthesizing state 
policies on immunization services. She graduates w ith degrees in 
Publ iC Health and Legal Studies and has a job waiting for her as a 
paralegal in the Boston law firm, Meyer and Associates. 

Faculty/Staff Mentor: Sara chose to recognize Katie DeBeer, 
Associate Director for Professional and Volunteer Services, UMass 
Amherst Alumni Association. "Katie has pushed me to do better and be 
better in my time at UMass, and always has words of encouragement. 
She is there for me whether I need an adviser, a role model, or simply a 
friend, and I 700 percent wouldn't be who I am today without her." 

Fakisha F. Fabre 
UMass Boston 

Fakisha Fabre is one of the very first 
students to engage in the 4+ 1 BA/MA 
partnership between the UMass Boston 
Honors College and the McCormack 
Graduate School of Policy and Global 
Studies. Th is spring she w ill receive both 
her Bachelor of Arts in English (with a 
minor in Political Science) and her 
Master of Public Administration. She 

was also selected to be a McCormack Scholar, a d istinction 
awarded to a small cohort of graduate students who show 
exceptional promise for public service and leadership. 

During her undergraduate career, Fakisha served in the executive 
branch of student government, volunteered as a mentor 
for JumpStart, and served as an Honors College community 
ambassador. She also interned for Senator Elizabeth Warren during 
her U.S. Senate campaign. She is an Americorps Ambassador for 
the Strong Women Strong Girls, a nationa l organization dedicated 
to women's empowerment. 

Faculty/Staff Mentor: Fakisha chose to recognize Michael Metzger, 
Assistant Dean, Honors College. "Mike Metzger has been a pillar in my 
life since the moment we met. He supported and encouraged me to 
join the Honors College, study abroad at Oxford University, and 
transition to a professional career. In being an inspirational supervisor 
and academic advisor, Mike became a trusted colleague and friend. I 
would never have envisioned a more supportive mentor." 



Evangeline Sarah Kuzmech 
UMass Dartmouth 

Evangeline Sarah Kuzmech is a double 
major in Crime and Justice Studies and 
Women and Gender Studies with a minor 
in Spanish. Nominators describe Eve as 
"a living billboard for the UMass 
Dartmouth motto, 'Corsairs Care:" 

She has served on campus as a Senior 
ReSident Assistant, a Resident Assistant, 
an Orientation Coordinator, a Peer Health 

Educator, and a Peer Health Educator Coordinator. Eve received a 
grant to resea rch t he effect s of the onl ine sexua l assault prevention 
program, "Not Anymore," used with first-year students at UMass 
Dartmouth. Upon graduation she'll join Teach for America as an 
ESL teacher serving in western Massachusetts. 

Faculty/Staff Mentor: Eve chose to recognize Beth-Anne Guthrie, 
Assistant Oirector of Health Services, Health Education and Promotion. 
"Beth-Anne has served as a catalyst for my development as a student 
and a leader. Her guidance and support throughout my journey has 
been unparalleled. 'will always recall the open chair in front of her desk 
for me to come and talk with her whenever' needed support." 

Isaura M. Jimenez 
UMass Lowell 

Originally from the Dominican Republic, 
Isaura Jimenez overcame the challenges 
of learning a new language and adjusting 
to life in a new country to earn a nursing 
degree in just three and a half years. 
Isaura is an inspiration to fellow students, 
both for her academic achievement 
and her determination to give back to 
her home community of Lawrence. She 

volunteers w ith the Future Nurses Club at the Lawrence YMCA 
where she serves as a role model to local youth, and has mentored 
many fel low nursing majors during her time at UMass Lowel l. 
She has chosen to specialize in geriatric nursing and already has 
a job in her field. 

Faculty/Staff Mentor: 'saura chose to recognize Lisa Abdallah, 
Chair and Associate Professor, Nursing. "Professor Abdallah helped 
and inspired me throughout my time at UMass Lowell. She founded 
the program that attracted me to UMass Lowell. She helped me 
volunteer with the Future Nurses Club at the YMCA in our hometown. 
Her specialization is geriatric nursing; it was inspiring to hear about her 
experiences in the field I am purSUing." 

Nicholas Scott Merry 
UMass Medical School 

Nicholas Merry is a Duxbury 
firefighter who graduates from UMass 
Medical's nursing program as an 
Adu lt Gerontology-Acute Care Nurse 
Practitioner with a specialty in Critical 
Care. 

From fighting fires to working as an RN 
at Massachusetts General Hospital, 
Nick has always focused on saving lives. 

At MGH, Nick's work to strengthen communication with families 
at the point of an ICU patient's death earned him a Partner in 
Excellence Award from MGH. 

In addition to his work at MGH, Nick also works with the U.s. 
Department of Health and Human Services to provide medica l and 
surgical care to people w ho have been affected by disaster. He has 
been deployed in the aftermath of Hurricane Sandy, the Haitian 
earthquake, Hurricane Gustav in Louisiana and the Indonesian 
tsunami. He accepted the President's U.S. Volunteer Service Award 
for humanitarian mission response at the White House. 

After his graduation, Nick intends to stay in Massachusetts and 
work as a Nurse Practioner while remaining a member of the 
Duxbury Fire Department and an international member of the 
Medical Surg ical Response team. 

Faculty/Staff Mentor: Nicholas chose to recognize Dawn Carpenter, 
Coordinator, Adult-Gerontology Acute Care Nurse Practitioner Program. 
"Oawn has given me a solid foundation of knowledge to be successful 
as an Acute Care Nurse Practitioner. She is someone' can count on 
when' need advice or guidance. She has a passion for critical care 
and has developed a curriculum to teach new nurses and experienced 
nurses current concepts in critical care. 'admire her commitment to 
academia." • 
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