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Governor Charles D . Baker 

Lieutenant Governor Karyn E. Polito 

Secretary Daniel Bennett, Executive Office of Public Safety and Security 

Undersecretary Jennifer D. Queally, Executive Office of Public Safety and Security 

Colonel Richard D . McKeon, Superintendent, Massachusetts State Police 



Special Guests 
Governor Charles D. Baker 

Lieutenant Governor Karyn E. Polito 

Senator Michael O. Moore 

Senator James E. Timilty 

Representative Joseph McGonagle 

Representative Keiko Orrall 

Representative Angelo Puppolo 

Representative Chris Walsh 

Secretary Daniel Bennett 
Executive Office of Public Safety and Security 

Undersecretary Jennifer D. Queally 
Undersecretary of Law Enforcement 

Undersecretary Patrick McMurray 
Undersecretary of Homeland Security 

Lieutenant Kevin T. Calnan 
President, Massachusetts State Police Commissioned Officers Association 

Trooper Dana A. Pullman 
President, State Police Association of Massachusetts 

Lieutenant Carmelo Ayuso 
President, Massachusetts Minority State Police Officers Association 

Robert McCarthy 
Former Massachusetts State Troopers' Association 

Charlie S. Alejandro 
President, Massachusetts State Police Museum and Learning Center 

Special Agent in Charge Harold H. Shaw 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 



Schedule of Events 
Procession of the Command Staff 

Presentation of the Colors 

National Anthem 
Trooper Kathryn 1. Downey 

Invocation 
State Police Chaplain Rabbi William Hamilton 

Posting of the Colors 

Welcoming Remarks 
Colonel Richard D. McKeon 

Superintendent, Massachusetts State Police 

Remarks 
Secretary Daniel Bennett 

Executive Office of Public Safety and Security 

Remarks 
Lieutenant Governor Karyn E. Polito 

Remarks 
Governor Charles D. Baker 

Presentation of Awards 
Colonel Richard D. McKeon 

Benediction 
State Police Chaplain Rabbi William Hamilton 

Procession of Award Recipients 

Closing 

State Ubrar\j of Massachusetts 



Superintendent's Commendations 

Established to bestow recognition upon an employee of the Department, 
or a citizen, who has made an exceptional contribution 

to the Department. 

Recipients 

Trooper Francis K. Ducharme 

Trooper Amy M. Waterman 



Lifesaving Award 

Established to bestow recognition upon civilian personnel who undertake 
significant actions in the saving of another life. 

Recipients 

Heather Boule 
Peter Boule 

Francis Burke 
Amanda Martin 

Veronica Walczak 



Medal of Lifesaving 

Established to bestow recognition upon sworn police personnel who 
undertake significant actions in the saving of another life. 

Recipients 

Lieutenant David McSweeney 

Sergeant Mark E. Burke 

Sergeant Damian Halfkenny 

Trooper Blake A. Bearden 

Trooper Steven J. Culver 

Trooper Burt H. Fahy 

Trooper Andrew T. Graham 

Trooper Benjamin J. Joress 

Trooper Stephen A. Kamb 

Trooper Michael J. McCammon 

Trooper Peter J. Neilly 

Trooper Kenneth J. Quigley 

Trooper Joseph A. Souretis 

Trooper Andrew T. Tobin 

Trooper Michael G. Trombley 

Trooper Brian C. Williams 

Special Agent Kevin Constantine 

Captain Michael Kelleher 

Firefighter Corey Shepardson 



Medal of Merit 

Established to bestow recognition upon sworn police personnel who have 
performed acts of outstanding achievement far exceeding normal demands of 

the Department, which greatly contribute to the operation of the 
Department. 

Recipients 

Lieutenant Ronald V. Legros 



Medal of Valor 

Established to bestow recognition upon sworn personnel who have 
performed specific acts of bravery or have exhibited outstanding courage 

while performing their duties. 

Recipients 

Trooper Alexander Sao 



Francis Burke 

On October 25, 2015, Francis Burke, a retired firefighter, was present when a man 
suddenly collapsed . He immediately responded and found the man to be 
unresponsive with no pulse. He summonsed help and began performing CPR on 
the victim. A short time later the victim regained consciousness and Mr. Burke 
continued to care for the victim. EMS soon arrived and transported the man to a 
local hospital where he recovered. 

For his quick actions in rendering medical attention that saved a life, Mr. Francis 
Burke is hereby commended in personnel orders and awarded the Massachusetts 
State Police Lifesaving Award . 

Trooper Michael J. McCammon 
Trooper Kenneth J. Quigley 

Peter Boule 
Heather Boule 

On October 3, 2015, Trooper Kenneth Quigley responded to a vehicle crash . Upon 
arrival, he met two citizens, Peter and Heather Boule who were assessing the 
unconscious female operator. She appeared to be experiencing a narcotics 
overdose and did not have a pulse. Trooper Quigley radioed for an officer in the 
area equipped with Narcan, an opiate antidote, to respond. Trooper Quigley and 
the Boules then removed the operator from the vehicle and began performing 
CPR. Trooper Michael McCammon arrived on scene shortly thereafter and 
administered Narcan. Almost immediately, the female operator regained 
consciousness. She was transported by ambulance to the hospital for further 
care. 

For their quick response and efforts that saved a life, Trooper Kenneth J. Quigley 
and Trooper Michael J. McCammon are hereby commended in personnel orders 
and awarded the Massachusetts State Police Medal of Lifesaving. 

For their swift response and efforts that saved a life, Mr. Peter Boule and Mrs. 
Heather Boule are hereby commended in personnel orders and awarded the 
Massachusetts State Police Lifesaving Award . 



Lieutenant David McSweeney 
Trooper Andrew T. Graham 

Captain Michael Kelleher, Foxborough Fire Dept. 
Firefighter Corey Shepardson, Foxborough Fire Dept. 

Veronica Walczak 
Amanda Martin 

On January 16, 2016, Trooper Andrew Graham was working a paid detail at 
Gillette Stadium where he responded to reports of an unconscious man nearby. 
Trooper Graham examined the victim who was unresponsive and saw that he had 
no pulse. He radioed for an ambulance. 

Veronica Walczak and Amanda Martin were also on scene and identified 
themselves as physician assistants to Trooper Graham. They immediately began 
performing CPR on the victim. 

Lieutenant David McSweeney, after hearing Trooper Graham's broadcast, arrived 
and assisted with chest compressions on the man, working continuously until 
Foxboro Fire Department Captain Michael Kelleher and Firefighter Corey 
Shepardson arrived with an automated external defibrillator or AED, which they 
used to restore his heartbeat. Shortly thereafter, the victim began breathing on 
his own and was transported via ambulance to the hospital for further treatment. 

For their swift actions in saving a life, Lieutenant David McSweeney, Trooper 
Andrew T. Graham, Captain Michael Kelleher and Firefighter Corey Shepardson 
are hereby commended in personnel orders and awarded the Massachusetts State 
Police Medal of Lifesaving. 

For their rapid response and continuous CPR which saved a life, Mrs. Amanda 
Martin and Mrs. Veronica Walczak are hereby commended in personnel orders 
and awarded the Massachusetts State Police Lifesaving Award . 



Trooper Blake A. Bearden 

On August 19, 2015, Trooper Blake Bearden was working a paid detail when he 
heard a radio request for help for a teenage girl threatening to commit suicide by 
jumping off a bridge over Route 2 in Lexington . He arrived on scene and found a 
distraught young woman on the ledge of the bridge over busy Route 2. Trooper 
Bearden was able to establish communication with the troubled teenager, which 
allowed him to get close enough to grab her and pull her to safety. 

For his quick response, compassion and negotiation skills which led to the saving 
of a life, Trooper Blake A. Bearden is hereby commended in personnel orders and 
awarded the Massachusetts State Police Medal of Lifesaving. 

Trooper Peter J. Neilly 

On September 19, 2015, Trooper Peter Neilly observed a person clinging to the 
back side of a fence above Route 93 in Boston. Trooper Neilly radioed for 
assistance and then approached the man and began speaking with him. He was 
able to coax the man back over the bridge by offering him a cigarette. He 
continued to speak with him while assisting him back over the fence until an 
ambulance arrived . He was transported to a local hospital for further care. 

For his quick response, intervention and negotiation skills which resulted in the 
saving of a life, Trooper Peter J. Neilly is hereby commended in personnel orders 
and awarded the Massachusetts State Police Medal of Lifesaving. 



Trooper Brian C. Williams 
Special Agent Kevin Constantine, FBI 

On November 2, 2015, Trooper Brian Williams was off-duty when he observed a 
woman clinging onto the outside fence on Roosevelt Circle over Route 93 . He 
pulled over and observed Special Agent Kevin Constantine of the FBI attempting 
to help the woman . He joined Special Agent Constantine and the two of them 
reached through the fence and grabbed the woman . Two unidentified Good 
Samaritans climbed onto the other side of the fence and helped Trooper 
Williams and Special Agent Constantine hold the woman in place unti l Medford 
Fire Department arrived on scene. The Fire Department positioned a fire truck 
below the woman and used a ladder to get her down. She was transported to a 
local hospital for evaluation . 

For their quick response to a perilous situation and for their teamwork in saving 
a life, Trooper Brian C. Williams and Special Agent Kevin Constantine are hereby 
commended in personnel orders and awarded the Massachusetts State Police 
Medal of Lifesaving. 

Sergeant Damian Haltkenny 
Trooper Andrew T. Tobin 

On August 26, 2015, Sergeant Damien Halfkenny and Trooper Andrew Tobin 
responded to a reported overdose at the UMass MBTA stop. Upon arrival, they 
found an unresponsive woman who was not breathing and had no pulse. CPR 
was being administered by civilian bystanders. Sergeant Halfkenny administered 
Narcan to the victim while Trooper Tobin conducted a sternum rub on her. 
Within seconds the woman showed signs of a response and within three minutes 
she was conscious and alert. She was transported to a local hospital for 
treatment. 

For their quick response and lifesaving efforts that reversed a likely fatal 
outcome, Sergeant Damien Halfkenny and Trooper Andrew T. Tobin are hereby 
commended in personnel orders and awarded the Massachusetts State Police 
Medal of Lifesaving. 



Sergeant Mark E. Burke 
Trooper Daniel C. Mahoney 

On September 30, 2015, Sergeant Mark Burke responded to a radio broadcast of 
a person attempting to jump off the North Harvard Street Bridge. Upon arrival, he 
observed a party fitting the description sitting on the edge of the bridge. Sergeant 
Burke and Trooper Daniel Mahoney approached the suspect from behind. They 
were able to seize the man and pull him back to safety. The man was transported 
to a local hospital for evaluation. 

For their quick response to a troubled individual in a dangerous situation, 
Sergeant Mark E. Burke and Trooper Daniel C. Mahoney, are hereby commended 
in personnel orders and awarded the Massachusetts State Police Medal of 
Lifesaving. 

Trooper Michael G. Trombley 
Trooper Burt H. Fahy 

Trooper Benjamin J. Joress 

On October 21, 2015, Troopers Benjamin Joress, Burt Fahy and Michael 
Trombley responded to a radio broadcast of a woman hanging onto the fence 
on Armory Street over Route 291. Trooper Fahy approached the woman and 
engaged her in conversation . He grabbed her hands through the fence to 
secure her. Meanwhile, Trooper Joress cut a hole in the chain link fence with 
bolt cutters and Trooper Trombley climbed through. Trooper Trombley then 
held her to keep her from jumping. All three Troopers worked together and 
were eventually able to pull her back onto the sidewalk. 

For their immediate response, negotiation skills and teamwork in saving a life, 
Trooper Benjamin J. Joress, Trooper Burt H. Fahy and Trooper Michael G. 
Trombley are hereby commended in personnel orders and awarded the 
Massachusetts State Police Medal of Lifesaving. 



Trooper Stephen A. Kamb 
Trooper Joseph A. Souretis 
Trooper Steven J. Culver 

On October 17, 2015, Trooper Steven Culver responded to reports of a naked 
male standing on the sidewalk. As Trooper Culver approached, the man ran 
across a ball field, scaled two chain-link fences and jumped into the Charles River. 
Trooper Culver radioed for assistance as he followed the man. Troopers Joseph 
Souretis and Stephen Kamb, of the Marine Unit, responded via boat as Trooper 
Culver continually broadcast the man's location. Troopers Souretis and Kamb 
began speaking with the man and were able to get him onto the boat and render 
first aid . While returning to shore, the suspect became combative and attempted 
to jump back into the water. The man lost consciousness and stopped breathing. 
Troopers Souretis and Kamb assisted with an ambu bag and continued transport 
to shore. Boston EMS transported the man to a local hospital where he 
recovered . 

For their quick response to a distraught man which resulted in the saving of his 
life, Trooper Steven J. Culver, Trooper Joseph A. Souretis and Trooper Stephen A. 
Kamb, are hereby commended in personnel orders and awarded the 
Massachusetts State Police Medal of Lifesaving. 

Lieutenant Ronald V. Legros Jr., retired 

In December 2015, the Department began the process of adding electronic control 
weapons or Tasers into their Use of Force continuum. Lieutenant Ronald Legros 
developed the Use of Force policy for the new Tasers and worked with Taser 
International to coordinate the training of department members. Over the course 
of several months, Lieutenant Legros was responsible for ensuring that over 400 
department members were fully trained in all aspects of the Taser use and care. 

The success of the Department's electronic control weapons program can be 
directly related to the outstanding achievements of Lieutenant Legros who went 
above and beyond to assure that the training was conducted in a timely, safe, 
secure and defendable manner. 

For his ingenuity, devotion and professional conduct in the successful completion of 
the launch of the Taser issue, retired Lieutenant Ronald V. Legros Jr. is hereby 
commended in Personnel Orders and awarded the Medal of Merit. 



Trooper Amy M. Waterman 
Trooper Francis K. Ducharme 

Trooper Alexander Sao 

On November 28, 2015 Leicester Police were searching for a subject wanted for 
domestic assault and battery. They were unable to locate the suspect but later 
received information that he had left his home with firearms and a bullet proof 
vest, making statements that he wanted to die. 

Leicester police requested assistance from the State Police Violent Fugitive 
Apprehension Section. Trooper Amy Waterman responded and, utilizing her 
professional assets, networks and detective skills, determined the suspect was in 
the Otter River State Forest near the Birch Hill Dam in Royalston . 

Troopers Alexander Sao and Francis Ducharme gathered logistic intelligence on 
the subject and geographical data on the area in preparation for the State Police 
tactical elements arrival. Once the tactical elements arrived, a plan was 
formulated and Trooper Sao was assigned a perimeter post at an intersection. 
Trooper Sao tactically positioned his cruiser in a dark, wooded area and took up a 
position in the tree line commanding a view of the intersection. 

When the State Police STOP team moved in on the suspect location, the command 
post advised that the he was on the move and for perimeter posts to be vigilant. 
Trooper Sao heard footsteps on the road approaching his location. He illuminated 
two men approaching him, confirming one of the men was the suspect. Trooper 
Sao drew his pistol and ordered the men to the ground. One man complied but 
the suspect did not. He began to lift his right hand. Trooper Sao again ordered him 
to stop and get on the ground. The suspect complied this time. Trooper Sao's 
radio would not transmit in the rural area and he contacted the Athol Barracks on 
his cell phone to request backup. When backup officers arrived the suspect was 
searched. He was found to be wearing a bullet proof vest and had two firearms in 
his possession . 

For his unhesitant bravery while confronting an armed suspect wearing body 
armor, resulting in the arrest of a dangerous fugitive, Trooper Alexander Sao is 
hereby commended in personnel orders and awarded the Medal of Valor. 

For their dedication to duty and unfaltering assistance in gathering intelligence 
that led to the arrest of a dangerous fugitive, Trooper Francis K. Ducharme and 
Trooper Amy M . Waterman are hereby commended in personnel orders and 
awarded the Superintendent's Commendation. 



Special Recognition 

Colonel Richard D. McKeon and members of the Massachusetts State 
Police recognize the following members of the Department who are 

serving in the United States armed forces in the war against terrorism. 

Lieutenant Cheryl A. Haslip 

Sergeant Eric S. Bernstein 

Trooper Kevin F. Coughlin 

Trooper Paul J. Reis 

Trooper Jorge A. Sanchez 

Trooper Dean Lambert 

Trooper Brian J. Soares 

Trooper Dana R. Oliver 

Trooper Corey J. Mackey 

Trooper Derek J. Baran 

Trooper Sean P. McNamara 

Trooper Michael F. Rockett 

Trooper Christian T. Paluk 

A special thank you to the following people who contributed to 
the preparation and success of today' s ceremony: 

• Ayanna Clark of the Bureau of State Office Buildings for 
arranging for the use of the State House 

• The State Police Awards Board 
• Trooper Kathryn Downey for her performance today 
• Sergeant Byron Rizos, the State Police Color Guard and 

Trooper Jeffrey Archambeault of the MSP Pipes and 
Drums 

• The Office of Media Relations 
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