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Minutes 
Bureau of Pipefitters, Refrigeration Technicians and Sprinklerfitters 

Department of Public Safety, 50 Maple St, Milford, MA 01757 

January 18, 2017, 10:00 AM 
 

1. Meeting called to order by the Chairman at 10:00 a.m., followed by roll call, the Chairman asked that 

members identify themselves and whom they represent: 

 

Board Members Present: 

 Edward Kawa, Chairman 

Pauline Lally, User Member 

John Viola, Sprinkler Contractor Member 

Justin Fishlin, Sprinklerfitter Member 

Brian Kelly, Mass. Building/Const. Trades (Arr:  

Frank Norton, Boston Refrigeration Contractors 

Sharon Orr, Mechanical Engineer 

Allan Berry, Refrigeration Technician Member 

Dan Dumont, NE Mechanical Contractors 

Jennifer Revill, Public Member 

 

Board Members Not Present: 

Leo Fahey, Pipefitter Member  

 

 

 

 

Guests Present:  

Gordon MacEwan, IAPMO 

Brett Laplante, Local 51 

Henry Geryk, DPS 

Bob Schultz, DPS 

Jeff Isabelle, DPS 

Dan Laperle, DPS 

Cesar Lastra, DPS 

Eric Shattuck, SJ Applicant 

David Rowe, SJ Applicant 

Jason Wettergreen, RT Applicant 

Aaron Bremen, RT Applicant 

Joe Ouellette, Master Plumber 

Holly Bartlett, DPS 

 

2. Minutes:  Draft minutes from the meeting on November 19, 2016, were reviewed.  Motion to approve 

the minutes made by John Viola, seconded by Frank Norton; motion passed by unanimous vote. 
 

3. Applications for Review: 

 

• Application to examine for Sprinkler Journeyman submitted by David Rowe was considered; 

Mr. Rowe was present at this meeting.  Mr. Rowe explained that he had taken the SJ exam in 

2007 but didn’t pass, and now wants to take the test again. But his current application has been 

denied because he had taken a placement test out of the first two books.  John Viola addressed 

the Bureau, explaining that he is familiar with the American Fire Sprinkler Association program, 

and that there is an opportunity to ‘place out’ of the first two books of the program. He further 

explained that the first two books contained generalized information, and that the ‘meat and 

potatoes’ of the program are contained in the subsequent books, and recommended that Mr. 



Rowe be allowed to take the test again.  Motion to approve this application made by John 

Viola, seconded by Frank Norton; motion passed by unanimous vote. 

• Application to examine for Sprinkler Journeyman submitted by Eric Shattuck was considered, 

Mr. Shattuck was present at this meeting.  Mr. Shattuck addressed the Bureau, stating that he 

works for Hampshire Fire Protection, and has been doing fire protection work since 1996, has 

taken courses at Gould Construction, and obtained his Vermont license two or three years ago.  

The Chairman explained that there is a deficiency in the number of work experience time, and 

there was some discussion regarding his Vermont license.  Motion to approve this application 

made by John Viola, seconded by Sharon Orr; motion passed by unanimous vote. 

• Application to examine for Refrigeration Technician submitted by Jason Wettergreen was 

considered, Mr. Wettergreen was present at this meeting.  Mr. Wettergreen explained that he has 

taken the RT test twice, once in 2015 and once in 2016, and now his application cannot be 

approved as he has not completed an apprenticeship program.  He also explained that he works 

for the VA and that there is no requirement for the VA to employ licensed refrigeration 

technicians.  He described his formal training and experience for the Bureau.  Motion to 

approve this application made by Frank Norton, seconded by Allen Berry; motion passed 

by unanimous vote. 

• Application to examine for Refrigeration Technician submitted by Aaron Breman was 

considered, Mr. Breman was present at this meeting.  Mr. Breman informed the Bureau that he 

had recently moved here from Pennsylvania where there is no refrigeration license requirement. 

He currently works for GM Refrigeration in Fall River, and they are encouraging him to get his 

RT license.  He took a nine-month course at York Technical Institute in Pennsylvania, and has 

done residential heating and cooling installations.  Mr. Bremen also described commercial 

refrigeration work he has done.  After answering several questions regarding the equipment he 

has worked on, he summarized that he is asking that his application/experience be reviewed to 

determine if he is qualified to take the test.  Motion to approve this application made by 

Frank Norton, seconded by Dan Dumont; motion passed by unanimous vote. 

• Application to examine for Refrigeration Technician submitted by William Mills was 

considered, however Mr. Mills was not present at this meeting.  It was decided to table 

consideration of this application until the next meeting. 

• Application to examine for Refrigeration Technician submitted by Joseph Coombs was 

considered, however Mr. Coombs was not present at this meeting.  It was decided to table 

consideration of this application until the next meeting. 

 

4. Recent legislation regarding sprinklerfitting: The Chairman distributed copies of recently passed 

legislation which allows for employees of  registered public water utilities to perform work on the piping 

of those public water supplies which are connected to hydrants, whereas previous regulation had 

considered any water supply system connected to a hydrant to be a sprinkler system, and could only be 

worked on by a licensed sprinklerfitter.  The does not believe that the Bureau will need to make any 

changes to regulation. 

 

5. Apprenticeship/Co-op Students:  The matter of accommodating high school co-op students who are 

under the age of 18 and enrolled in an apprenticeship program was discussed.  Pauline Lally presented 

some suggested language to modify 528 CMR accordingly.  There was discussion as to what 

apprenticeship requirements should be regulated by DPS, as opposed to what requirements are already 

regulated by the Division of Apprentice Standards.  It was noted that the existing statute is well over 40 

years older, and thus a little out-dated.  Brian Kelly suggested that the Bureau invite the director from 

DAS to attend the next Bureau meeting; the Chairman agreed, and said that he would reach out to Henry 

Mattuchio to arrange this.  The Chairman also suggested that the Bureau save further discussion of ths 

matter until after there is a better understanding of the current DAS programs, including a pre-

apprenticeship option. 



 

6. Matters not reasonably anticipated: 

 

• None.  

 

7. Motion to adjourn made by Frank Norton, seconded by Jennifer Revill; motion passed by 

unanimous vote, meeting adjourned at 11:02 AM. 
 

The next meeting of the Bureau of Pipefitters, Refrigeration Technicians, and Sprinklerfitters will be on 

Wednesday, February 15, 2017, at the DPS Milford office. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

List of Documents/Exhibits Used at this Meeting 

 

a. Draft minutes from meeting on November 19, 2016 

b. SJ Application from David Rowe 

c. SJ Application from Eric Shattuck 

d. RT Application from Jason Wettergreen 

e. RT Application from Aaron Bremen 

f. RT Application from William Mills (Tabled until next meeting) 

g. RT Application from Joseph Coombs (Tabled until next meeting) 

h. Sprinklerfitting Legislation 

i. Suggested Student Co-op Language 

 


