
SENATE No..No. 15.

Ordered, That the Joint Standing Committee on Rail-
ways and Canals, cause the Annual Report of the Boston
and Lowell Rail-road, which has heretofore been referred
to them, to be printed: and also a detailed statement of
the facts elicited by said committee, on the hearing on a
petition of said corporation.

Sent down for concurrence.

House of Representatives, Jan. 26, 1842.

Concurred.

L. S. CUSHING, Clerk.

©ommoittocaltfj of iaassartjusetts.

In Senate, Jan. 25, 1842.

CHAS. CALHOUN, Clerk.
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To the Honorable the Legislature of the Commonwealth of Massachu-
satis .*

The Directors of the Boston and Lowell Rail-road Corporation do
hereby make their Eleventh Annual Report of their acts and doings,
receipts and expenditures, under their act of incorporation.

The total amount of capital paid in, is $1,800,000 00
The amount expended during the past year, exclusive of

amount spent and charged to the cost of theroad, is—
For repairs of road, including repairs of bridges, and

$14,638 03 for taking up 7 miles of track laid with
36 lb. rail, and replacing it by rail of 56 lbs. to the
yard, $33,193 13

For repairs of engines and cars, 22,644 42
For fuel, oil, salaries, wages, loading merchandize, and

all other miscellaneous expenses, 63,631 77

$119,469 32

The amount received during the past year, is,—
For transporting passengers between Boston and Lowell

in our own cars, $92,875 80
For transporting merchandize “ “ “ 90,229 78

U. S. Mail, rents and miscellaneous, 1,896 69
“ “ passengers in cars of the Nashua and
Lowell Rail-road Corporation over our road, 34,507 53

For transporting merchandize in cars of the Nashua and
Lowell Rail-road Corporation over our road, 23,544 25
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For transporting passengers in cars of the Boston and
Maine Rail-road over our road, 18,570 05

For transporting merchandize in cars of the Boston and
Maine Rail-road over our road, 5,917 24

8267,541 34

The number of miles run by locomotive engines, the past year, is—
With passenger trains, 67,192
With merchandize trains, 49,827
Miscellaneous, 8,277

125,296

The amount of profits divided during the past year is 8144,000,
being two dividends of four per cent, each on a capital of 81,800,000.

Since the last annual report the second track has been completed to
Lowell and put in use. The rails of 36 lbs. to the yard, originally
laid on the first track, having been found by experience to be too light
for the increased business of the road, seven miles have been taken up
and replaced during the past summer by rails of 56 lbs. to the yard,
similar to those laid on the second track.
The amount expended during the past year, and charged to con-

struction, is— 8105,650 48
Whole amount expended at the time of the last annual

report, 1,729,242 59

Whole cost of the road with two tracks, depots, cars,
engines and appurtenances, Nov. 30, 1841, 81,834,893 07

A contract has been made by this corporation since the last annual
report, to furnish an engine for the service of the Charlestown branch
Rail-road Company. A copy of that contract is appended to this re-

port.
All which is respectfully submitted, by

GEO. W. LYMAN,
WM. APPLETON,
JOSEPH TILDEN,
JOHN BRYANT,
J, A. LOWELL,

Directors.
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Suffolk, ss. January sth, 1842.
Then George W. Lyman, Wm. Appleton, Joseph Tilden, John Bry-

ant and John A. Lowell, severally appeared and made oath that the
foregoing report was true, according to the best of their knowledge
and belief.

Before me,

BENJ. R. NICHOLS, Justice of the Peace.



{Copy.)

This agreement, made and executed this fourth day of September,
in the year eighteen hundred and forty-one, by and between the Bos-
ton and Lowell Rail-road Corporation of the one part, and the Charles-
town Branch Rail-road Company of the other part, witnesseth—

That the said Boston and Lowell rail-road corporation, for the con-
sideration hereinafter mentioned, doth covenant and agree with said
Charlestown branch rail-road company, to furnish to said last-named
company and keep in repair, a locomotive engine and tender, for the
purpose of hauling passengers or merchandize over the Charlestown
branch rail-road for one year from December 1, 1841, and will also,
during the same period, furnish an engine-man, fireman, fuel, water
and oil for said engine and tender.

And in consideration of the premises, the said Charlestown branch
rail-road company doth covenant and agree to pay to said Boston and
Lowell rail-road corporation, twenty-five dollars for every day that
said engine is used on said branch road. It being understood that
every day that the engine works, be it more or less, isvto be reckoned
as a full day. And the engine may run, if desired, fifty miles each
day, or miles enough to average fifty per day. Should the engine run,
on an average, more than fifty miles per day, the said Charlestown
branch company will pay for the excess at the rate of fifty cents per
mile in addition to the price per day as aforesaid. The said Charles-
town branch rail-roach further agree to furnish a suitable shelter for
the engine and tender, and for the fuel therefor, and erect and keep in
repair at the Fresh Pond a pump, to be used to supply said engine with
water when necessary.

The engine-man and fireman are to be considered as the agents of
the said Charlestown branch rail-road company, and their proceed-
ings are to be directed by that company while the engine is on said
branch rail-road, and consequently the said Boston and Lowell rail-
road corporation will incur no responsibility on their account, but, on

the contrary, the said Charlestown branch rail-road company will
indemnify said Boston and Lowell rail-road corporation from all
claims of any other persons, for any injury arising from any act or
neglect of said engine-man or fireman, while said engine is used on
said branch rail-road.

The said Charlestown branch rail-road company will keep their
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track clear of snow or other obstructions, and will be responsible for
any injury to said engine or tender, arising from defect of road or
switches. But all injuries thereto arising from any other cause, are
to be repaired by said Boston and Lowell rail-road corporation.

Should it be necessary to send an engine with the “ patent sparker,”
so called, the said Charlestown branch rail-road company will satisfy
the patentee for the use of this patent.

When the said Charlestown branch rail-road company shall require
the use of the engine on their road, they are to give notice thereof to
the agent of the Boston and Lowell rail-road corporation, the night
previous.

A settlement is to be made at the end of each month for the com-
pensation payable as aforesaid.

If the regular business of the Boston and Lowell rail-road corpora-
tion, owing to the violence of the weather or any casualty, requires
temporarily the use of all the engines, by that corporation, on their
road, the engines are to be so employed, to the exclusion of the ser-
vice to be performed for said Charlestown branch rail-road company.

In witness whereof, the parties have caused their seals to be hereto
affixed by their respective agents, who have hereto set their hands, the
day and year first written.

(Signed,) EBEN. BARKER. (seal.)
(Signed,) CHAS. S. STORROW, (seal.)

Ag’t. B. 4* L. R. R. Corp.
Signed, sealed and delivered )

in presence of )

G. R. WELCH, witness to E. Barker.
THOS. S. WILLIAMS, witness to C. S. Storrow.



The Committee on Railways and Canals, to whom was
referred the Petition of the Boston and Lowell Rail-road
Corporation for an increase of their capital stock, and
who were instructed by an order of the 25th instant, to
state such facts, as in their opinion would he of service
to the Legislature in arriving at a correct decision in
relation to the expediency of granting the prayer of the
petitioners, submit the following brief

That it appears from an examination of the Act creating
this corporation, passed on the sth day of June, 1830,
with a capital stock of $500,000, and the various Acts in
addition thereto, and from the statement made to the
committee by the agent of the corporation, that the
capital had been increased, from time to time, as the
business of the road increased, and called for a second
track and enlarged depot accommodations, as well as a

rapidly increasing number of engines and cars, until the
capital authorized by the Legislature had amounted to the
sum of $1,800,000—the whole of which had been paid in,
and expended in the construction of the road, and the
necessary appendages. But the rail laid on the first track
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weighed but 36 lbs. to the yard—which experience showed
to be insufficient for the business of the road ; that fre-
quent fractures of the rail occurred during the winter, by
which the lives of the passengers were exposed to danger.

That they laid the rail on the second track with iron
weighing 56 lbs. to the yard—which is found to be per-
fectly safe, during all seasons of the year. That the cor-
poration, in view of the increasing prospect of business,
by the extension of this road and the opening of other
roads, the passengers and freight of which must pass over
the Boston and Lowell road ; and their desire to make
their road as perfect as possible, directed the rail which
was laid on the first track to be taken up and replaced by
a rail similar to that on the second track. This work was
commenced, during the last season, and already seven
miles of the track has been relaid with the new rail—and
this corporation, trusting in the faith of the Legislature to
authorize them to create additional stock, sufficient to
enable them to meet the expense of laying this new rail,
and erecting the necessary additions to their buildings,
and purchasing the additional engines and cars requisite
to the carrying on of the business of their road in a man-
ner that shall be satisfactory to the public, have actually
ordered the rails necessary for the completion of the whole
work; and have actually purchased two additional engines,
making eleven engines in all, which the corporation now
own.

They estimate the cost of the whole new rail at about
$150,000; and hope to sell the old rail to other roads
which'do not require so heavy a rail as the Boston and
Lowell road, for $50,000 or $60,000—making the; differ-
ence between the cost of the new and old rails, not far
from $lOO,OOO.

2



They estimate the cost of the additional engines, cars,
depots, store-houses, &c., at $lOO,OOO more, in round
numbers, without being able to give us the exact data
upon which they base their calculations.

Ihey cannot raise the money wanted by assessments
upon the present capital, because the law does not author-
ize it.

They can only raise it, therefore, in one of three ways.
1. By running in debt for the necessary expenses of

the proposed improvements.

2. By withholding dividends from the stockholders,
at present about 500 in number—many of whom are de-
pendent upon the dividends for their support,—or

3. By authorizing them to increase their capital stock.

The committee have not been able to ascertain that this
corporation have failed to perform any of the terms or condi-
tions of their contract with the Commonwealth, according
to their charter, or violated any of the conditions imposed
upon them by the acts subsequent thereto : nor have the
committee been able to learn that the public have made any
complaint as to the manner in which they have exercised
the powers vested in them, and performed the duties re-
quired of them.

This corporation was the first one chartered by the Leg-
islature, of any importance, which actually went into op-
eration, and completed a rail-road for use. The enterprize
was then an experiment—it has proved successful—and
the impulse given by this corporation to this branch of
internal improvements, has resulted in the completion of
similar works, extending through the length and breadth
of the Commonwealth.
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They have never asked or received any aid from the
State ; and they now only ask to be allowed to use their
own money to render their road more safe, more useful,
and more satisfactory to the public.

The committee can see no objection to granting their
petition, and are unanimous in reporting the accompanying
bill.

Per order,

Chairman,

EDWARD DICKINSON,




