
SENATE No. 16.

The Joint Special Committee, to whom were referred the
petition of John W. Trull and others, praying that
Warren Bridge may be opened to public travel forth-
with, —so much of the Governor’s Address as relates to
the repair of Charles River and Warren Bridges, and
the report of the agent of Charles River Bridge,—the
petition of Thomas Marshall and others, that leave may
be granted to Anson Studley to run his omnibuses over
Charles River and Warren Bridges at the same rate of
toll as paid by him therefor from 1826 to 1836,—and
who were, by an order of the two Houses, directed to
inquire into the expediency of amending existing laws
so far as to provide for the appointment of one agent to
superintend the Charles River and Warren Bridges,
respectfully

REPORT:

That “an act relating to Charles River Bridge and
Warren Bridge” was passed by the last Legislature, in
which provision was made for the purchase, repairing and
opening of Charles River Bridge. And the sth section
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of that act directs that “ As soon as Charles River Bridge
shall be repaired and opened for public travel, in manner
aforesaid, the agent of Warren Bridge shall proceed forth-
with to repair it in such thorough and substantial manner
as shall be prescribed by” certain commissioners to be ap-
pointed by the governor and council.

Pursuant to the provisions of the act, Charles River
Bridge was repaired, and opened for public travel on the
first day of December last.

Previously, on the thirty-first of July last, the commis-
sioners, who had been appointed for the purpose, made
their report to the governor and council, prescribing the
manner in which Warren Bridge should be repaired, a copy
of which was furnished to the agent of Warren Bridge.

On the same day on which Charles River Bridge was
opened for travel, the Warren Bridge w'as closed, and no
repairs have as yet been made on any part of the same,
excepting the draw. Contracts for a portion of the ne-
cessary materials were seasonably made.

The agent of Warren Bridge appeared before the com-
mittee, and stated that it was originally expected that
Charles River Bridge would be repaired and opened by
the first of October, and that, pursuant to the directions
of the commissioners, he purchased the necessary string
pieces and ribands, and had them ready to begin the re-
pairs on the first of October ; but by reason of the delay
in the opening of Charles River Bridge, he could not com-
mence the repairs of Warren Bridge till the first of De-
cember. Doubting whether the repairs of the bridge
could be commenced at that season of the year consist-
ently with good economy, he applied to the governor and
council on the subject, who, not deeming it within their
official duty to interfere in the matter, declined giving
any instructions on the subject, lire agent, thus left to
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act according to his own discretion, concluded to defer
commencing the repairs until the spring.

The prospect that Warren Bridge would thus be closed
for a period much longer than would be necessary for
making the prescribed repairs, and for at least double the
period contemplated when the law of last session was
passed, has led to much dissatisfaction with many citizens,
who are seriously incommoded by the closing of Warren
Bridge. They have therefore petitioned that it may be
forthwith reopened.

From the views expressed to the committee by some of
the petitioners, who have appeared before them, it seems
to be their desire that the bridge should be closed for as
short a time as possible, and it is matter of indifference to
them, whether the bridge be opened at the present time,
and again closed in the spring, for the purpose of repairs,
or whether the repairs are commenced forthwith, and the
bridge permanently repaired at an earlier day than would
be the case, if the commencement of repairs were deferred
till the spring.

The committee were therefore led to the inquiry,
whether the public interest would be best promoted by
opening the bridge temporarily at the present time, or by
directing the repairs to be commenced immediately. And
the committee have come unanimously to the opinion, that
the latter course will be most expedient.

The decayed and ruinous condition of Warren Bridge,
as represented to the last Legislature, doubtless led to the
conclusion, that the public, who had occasion to use that
bridge, were exposed to great danger ; and the opinion
then adopted by the Legislature, upon their faith in the
representations made, was doubtless one of the prominent
reasons, if not the principal reason, which led to the pas-
sage of the law enacted at the last session. The opinions
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expressed by the agent in his report, and in his testimony
before the committee of the Legislature, fully justified the
impressions on this subject, under which the last Legisla-
ture acted. The committee cannot believe that the pres-
ent Legislature would be justified in adopting any meas-
ure which might be considered by the people of the
Commonwealth as contravening the opinion of the last Le-
gislature, and as an expression of opinion that Warren
Bridge may be travelled with safety. By the expression
of such an opinion, the Legislature would in effect be re-
sponsible for any loss of life or other disaster, which might
ensue upon the opening of the bridge. Such a responsi-
bility the committee deem it impolitic for the Legislature
to assume. They therefore recommend that John W.
Trull and others have leave to withdraw their petition;
but at the same time they believe that the public conve-
nience requires that the repairs of Warren Bridge should
be commenced immediately, and that they should be pro-
secuted to completion with all possible despatch.

The committee have no doubt, that the duties of agent
of Charles River Bridge and agent of Warren Bridge may
be advantageously performed by one person, and that it is
expedient to provide for the appointment of one agent to
superintend both bridges; they are also of opinion, that
the compensation to be allowed such agent for his ordinary
duties should be established by law ; but inasmuch as ad-
ditional duties and responsibilities must devolve on the
agent, whilst Warren Bridge is undergoing repairs, they
deem it proper that the governor and council should be
authorized to allow the agent such additional compensa-
tion for his services, dtuing that period, as they shall
judge reasonable.

Upon the petition of Thomas Marshall and others, the
committee report that, from the first establishment of the
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line of omnibuses between Charlestown and Boston, the
proprietors were allowed to cross Charles River Bridge at
half the rate of toll allowed by law, until the bridge was
closed, and the same arrangement was made with the pro-
prietors of Warren Bridge, so long as they continued to
receive tolls. In the opinion of the committee, the pub-
lic convenience requires that this line should be continued,
but it cannot be supported, if the proprietors are required
to pay the rate of tolls now established by law. From
evidence before the committee, it appeared that the
amount of tolls paid to the agent of Charles River Bridge
for the omnibuses, in the month of December last, was
$193. The tolls of the passengers, transported during
that month, if they had crossed the bridge on foot, would
have amounted to only $5O 40; so that if the omnibuses
had been discontinued during that month, and the passen-
gers transported had crossed the bridge on foot, the tolls
would have amounted to $45 60 less than would have
been the tolls received for the omnibuses at half the pres-
ent rates. From this view of the case it follows, that
the fund to be received from the bridges would be sooner
completed, by the receipt of half-tolls from the omnibuses,
than if the omnibuses should be discontinued, and the pas-
sengers who now use that mode of conveyance, were to
cross on foot. Such it appears to the committee would
bo the result, if the present rate of tolls is exacted.

The committee therefore recommend that the prayer of
the petitioners be granted.

In order to carry into effect the views which the com-
mittee have now expressed, they report the annexed bill.

WILLIAM J. HUBBARD, Chairman.

order of the committee.
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AN ACT

In addition to an Act relating to Charles River Bridge
and Warren Bridge.

I>E it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa-
tives, in General Court assembled , and by the authority of
the same

,
as follows :

1 Sec. 1. The governor, with the advice and consent
2 of the council, is hereby authorized to appoint some
3 suitable person as agent to superintend the Charles
4 River Bridge and the Warren Bridge ; and the agent,
5 so to be appointed, shall perform all the duties and
6 services now required by law to be performed by the
7 agents of both the said bridges, and shall have all the
8 powers, and be subject to all the liabilities, which the

In the year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Forty-Two.
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9 said agents now by law have, or to which they are
10 subject. And such agent shall be removable at the
11 pleasure of the governor, by and with the advice and
12 consent of the council.

1 Sec. 2. The said agent shall give a bond to the
2 Commonwealth, with sureties to be approved by the
3 governor and council, in such sum as they shall deem
4 sufficient, for the faithful discharge of the duties of his
5 office.
1 Sec. 3. The said agent shall immediately after his
2 appointment forthwith take all necessary measures for
3 the commencement and speedy completion of the re-
-4 pairs of Warren Bridge, in the manner prescribed by
5 the commissioners, heretofore appointed under the pro-
-6 visions of the act to which this is in addition.
1 Sec. 4. There shall be allowed to the said agent,
2 out of the tolls to be collected by him, at and after
3 the rate of eight hundred dollars per annum, as com-
-4 pensation for his services, and such further sum as the
5 governor and council shall deem reasonable, during the
6 time that he shall be engaged in making the repairs of
7 Warren Bridge,—such compensation to be allowed him
8 quarterly.
1 Sec. 5. The said agent is hereby authorized to
2 allow the proprietors of any line of omnibuses or stage
3 coaches, which now are or hereafter may be establish-
-4 ed for the accommodation of the public, to cross said
5 bridges with such omnibuses or stage coaches, on pay-
-6 ment of one half the rate ol toll now established by
7 law for such vehicles.
1 Sec. 6. All and singular the provisions contained
2 in the act to which this is in addition, or in any other
3 act heretofore passed, which are contrary to or incon-
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4 sistent with the provisions of this act, are hereby re-
-5 pealed.
1 Sec. 7. This act shall take effect from and after
2 the expiration of fifteen days from its passage, but the
3 appointment of the said agent may nevertheless be
4 made at any time after the passage hereof.


