
SENATE No. 33.

House of Representatives, Jan. 18, 1842.

Ordered, That the Committee on Agriculture he re-
quested to consider the expediency of offering a bounty
on the manufacture of silk into thread for sewing and ho-
siery, to encourage the domestic industry of females in
the production of this article.

Sent up for concurrence.

L. S. CUSHING, Clerk.

In Senate, Jan. 19, 1842.

Concurred.

CHAS. CALHOUN, Clerk.

CommontoralUj of
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The Joint Standing Committee on Agriculture, who were
instructed by an order of the House to inquire into the
expediency of granting a bounty on silk thread for
sewing and hosiery, as well as sundry petitions, pray-
ing for the extension of the present law 7 granting a
bounty on silk cocoons and reeled silk,

That they have considered the same ;—that, from the facts
brought before them, it appears that the climate of this
country is as congenial to the production of good silk as
almost any other,—that we have soils peculiarly fitted for
this business,—that the silk culture, under skilful man-
agement, is as certain in its results as any other of the
ordinary pursuits of agricultural labor,—that this business
is well suited to the habits and genius of our people,—
that we have a sufficient market for all the silk and silk
goods that can be made for many years yet to come, and
that the business only wants the continued fostering care
of government, in order to secure, at no distant day, such
a measure of practical experimental knowledge among
the people as will place this important branch of home
industry upon a sure and permanent basis.

<£omtnonU)t«iUs of i^uTssadjusctls.

In Senate, Feb. 8, 1842.
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Your committee would further say, that the silk culture
in this State, and throughout the country, has been sub-
ject to many and great obstructions and discouragements,
other than those incidental to the want of skill in the
management of the worm and trees :—some arising from
the indiscretion of its friends,—some from the inveterate
prejudices of its enemies, and still more from the financial
derangement of the country ; so that our present liberal
law (having, by its own limitation, but one year longer
to run) is now just beginning to produce the good re-
sults contemplated and designed by the legislature that
enacted it.

The committee would also say, that the Legislature of
New York, in its session last winter, took up the subject
of encouraging the silk culture by legislative bounty, and
adopted the law of Massachusetts as their own to con-
tinue for the term of seven years.

If, therefore, we intend our law for the term of five
years, it will expire simultaneously with the law of our
sister State.

lour committee, however, having considered the fore-
going facts in relation to the subject, as also the probable
increase of the production of this article, if successful,
under the encouragement of a legislative bounty, and the
facilities of further extending the law, should it be found
expedient, submit the accompanying bill.

JAMES WHITE, Chairman.
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AN ACT
To continue in force certain Acts in relation to the Cul-

ture of Silk.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa-
tives, in General Court assembled, and by the authority of
the same, as follows :

1 The act of April 11th, 1836, as modified by the
2 act of the 18th of March, 1839, relating tollmen-
s' couragement of the culture of silk, be and the same
4 are hereby extended for the term of three years from
5 and after the expiration of the same.

Commoulutaltlj of i^assadjußitts.

In the year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Forty-Two.


