
SENATE ..No. 54.

The Special Committee of the Senate, to whom was referred
so much of the Governor’s address as relates to the maintain-
ing the public faith, honor and credit of the State, respectfully
report the accompanying resolves.

Per order.

WM. J. HUBBARD, Chairman.

<£ommontocaltO of iHassadjusnts.

In Senate, Feb. 17, 1842
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RESOLVES

Concerning the public faith, honor and credit of the State.

Whereas the Commonwealth of Massachusetts has heretofore
borrowed money, and for its repayment has pledged the faith
and honor of the State,—and whereas the question has arisen,
whether the Legislature of a sovereign State of this Union may
not repudiate debts so contracted ; to the end that the senti-
ments of the people of this Commonwealth may be known
and understood, the people of Massachusetts, by their Senators
and Representatives in General Court assembled, deem it an in-
cumbent duty to make a solemn declaration of their judgment
in the premises. Therefore,

Resolved, That it is the duty of the representatives of a re-
publican State, in their official acts, to govern themselves by
the same moral principles, which in their legislative enactments
are recognized and established as the rules of action for private
citizens.
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Resolved, That the same moral obligation attaches to the
contract of a sovereign State as to the contract of a private
citizen ; and, though not amenable to answer the claims of its
creditors in a court of law, it is not the less bound by the obli-
gations of natural justice, to redeem its plighted faith.

Resolved, That the people of Massachusetts will ever main-
tain the integrity of their ancient Commonwealth, and to ef-
fect this will cheerfully assume any burdens, and submit to any
sacrifice, which may be necessary to insure the prompt and
faithful fulfilment of all her obligations.

Resolved, That the Commonwealth of Massachusetts will
ever co-operate with her sister States, and she hereby earnestly
and confidently invokes their concurrent efforts, as well in
their capacity of sovereign and independent States, as in the
councils of the nation, in exhibiting to the world a lofty exam-
ple of republican integrity and national virtue.

Resolved, That His Excellency the Governor be requested
to transmit certified copies of these resolves to the President of
the United States, to the governors of the several States of the
Union, to be communicated to their respective legislatures, and
to the senators and representatives of this Commonwealth in
the Congress of the United States.
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Mr. Mills moves to amend the foregoing resolves, by insert-
ing the following between the two last resolves.

And whereas, the “ plighted solemn faith of the State,”
guaranteed by the strong language of the foregoing resolutions,
is but a frail basis for the support of public credit, unaccom-
panied by action, indicating the sincerity of the sentiments
therein expressed ; —therefore,

Resolved, That it is the duty of the present Legislature to
provide for the payment of one hundred and fifty thousand
dollars of the funded debt of the State, in the course of the
current year.


