
SENATE No. 56.

The Joint Committee on Manufactures, to whom was
committed the petitions of Hezekiah Battelle and others,
praying for a law regulating the employment of children
in factories, and for the appointment of Factory Commis-
sioners, respectfully report the accompanying bill.

Per order of the committee,

J. G. ABBOTT,

Commontoealtl) of

In Senate, Feb. 18, 1842.



2 [Feb.CHILDREN IN FACTORIES.

AN ACT

Concerning the employment of Children in Manufacturing
Establishments.

BE it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa-
tives, in General Court assembled , and by the authority of
the same, asfollows :

1 Sec. 1. It is hereby made the duty of the school
2 committee, in the several towns and cities of this Com-
-3 monwealth, to prosecute all breaches of an act entitled
4 “ an act to provide for the better instruction of youth
6 employed in manufacturing establishments,” passed on

6 the sixteenth day of April, in the year eighteen hun-
-7 dred and thirty-six.
1 Sec. 2. The penalty imposed in the second sec-

-2 tion of said act shall be given to the person prosecut-
-3 ing for the offence described in said act, anything in
4 said act to the contrary notwithstanding.

(TommomocnlUj of

In the year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Forty-Two.



1842.] 3SENATE—No. 66.

1 Sec. 3. From and after the passage of this act, no
2 child under the age of twelve years shall be employed
3 in laboring in any manufacturing establishment more
4 than ten hours in any one day.

1 Sec. 4. The owner, agent or superintendent of
2 any manufacturing establishment, who shall knowingly
3 employ any such child under the age of twelve years,
4 in such establishment, contrary to the provisions of the
5 third section of this act, shall forfeit the sum of fifty
6 dollars for each offence, to be recovered in any court
7 of this Commonwealth competent to try the same, to
8 the use of the person prosecuting.




