
SENATE No. 62.

Report Of The Joint Standing Committee on Prisons. to whom was
referred the several reports of the Inspectors, Warden,
Chaplain, and Physician of the State Prison, have
had the same under consideration, and ask leave to

That the documents referred to the committee, exhibit-
ing full and detailed statements of the concerns of the
State prison at Charlestown, have been read and consid-
ered by your committee with great satisfaction.

These documents having been subsequently printed and
circulated for the use of the members of the General
Court, a recapitulation of their contents in this report ap-
pears quite unnecessary ; there are however, two subjects
suggested in them which claim particular consideration,
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although not immediate action ; the first, is that introduced
by the inspectors in relation to the enlargement of the
work-shops within the yard of the prison, where better
accommodations for the convicts in the performance of
their labor are desirable, not only as a facility to enable
them to accomplish more work, which undoubtedly would
produce to the institution a greater income, but also to
afford a better opportunity for the officers to detect any
violation of the laws of the prison, which, under the most
favorable arrangement must always require great vigilance.
But after an interview with the inspectors and warden on
the subject, and considering the probability of some bet-
ter plan being proposed to effect the object, than merely a
temporary addition to those shops, it is thought advisable
not to urge the matter at the present time. The second
subject referred to by the committee, is one suggested by
the chaplain, and relates to the length of sentences : for
the great humanity of this faithful officer towards the con-
victs, as well as for his watchful care over their spiritual
interest, he deserves great commendation, and any thing
coming from him relative to the prison, claims particular
attention, and ought not to be passed over without mature
deliberation. But as the subject here referred to, will un-
doubtedly arrest the attention of the commissioners who
have under their charge the revision of the criminal laws
of the Commonwealth, and whose judgment on the alter-
ations proposed would have great influence in accomplish-
ing the object, should they accord with the chaplain in the
view's he entertains, your committee are of opinion that
the whole matter had better remain as it now stands, until
the report of the commissioners shall be made to the Leg-
islature.
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Soon after the appointment of the committee, they
availed themselves of an opportunity to visit the Stale
prison, where they found every thing in a satisfactory con-
dition. The officers were exceedingly attentive, and the
convicts industriously employed.

Respectfully submitted.

For the committee,

JOHN B. WELLS, Chairman.




