
SENATE. No. 70.

The Special Joint Committee to whom was referred
the petition of the American Academy of Arts and Sci-
ences,—and also the petition of the Counsellors of the
Massachusetts Medical Society, —having had the same

under consideration, report the accompanying bill.

APPLETON HOWE, Chairman.

erommontocalti) of i&assartjusetts.

In Senate, Feb. 25, 1842.
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AN ACT

Relating to the Registry of Births, Marriages and Deaths.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa-
tives, in General Court assembled, and by the authority of
the same, as follows:

1 Sec. 1. The selectmen of the several towns, and
2 the mayor and aldermen of cities in this Common-
-3 wealth, shall annually, in the month of April, in each
4 year, appoint a suitable person or persons to super-
-6 intend the burials and burial-grounds in their respec-
-6 tive towns and cities, said superintendents to hold
7 their offices till others may be appointed ; and in case
8 of the death or removal of a superintendent, a new
9 appointment may be made at anytime during the year.
1 Sec. 2. It shall be the duty of such superintend-

-2 ents to give notice in writing, to the town or city
3 clerks of their respective towns or cities, within one
4 week from the first day of said April, in each year, of
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5 all the burials which they may have severally superin-
-6 tended during the preceding year, stating the name,
7 sex, age, (and if an adult male, the occupation,) and
8 the disease or other cause of such deceased person’s
9 death ; said superintendents to receive such compen-

-10 sation for the above services as said towns and cities
11 may allow : and any superintendent who shall neglect
12 to give said notice shall be subject to a penalty of five
IS dollars for each offence, to be recovered by an action
14 on the case, or by complaint before a justice of the
15 peace, to be brought by any person who shall know of
16 such neglect.

1 Sec. 3. No deceased person shall be buried in any
2 other place than a public or town burial-ground, until
3 such a notice as is prescribed in the preceding section
4 shall have been given either to the town or city clerk,
5 or to some superintendent of the town or city where
6 said burial is to take place, and any person who shall
7 bury or cause to be buried any deceased person, until
8 such notice has been given as aforesaid, shall be sub-
-9 ject to a penalty of five dollars, to be recovered as in

10 the preceding section.
1 Sec. 4. In case notice shall not be given to the
2 clerk of any town or city, as now required by law, of
3 any birth, death or marriage, it shall be the duty of
4 such clerk to make a record of such birth, death or
5 marriage, upon such information as he may be able,
6 upon due inquiry, to obtain.
1 Sec. 5. Every person who shall neglect, lor the
2 space of thirty days, to give notice of a birth or death,
3 as required in the forty-seventh section of the fifteenth
4 chapter of the Revised Statutes, shall forfeit the sum
5 of five dollars, to be collected and appropriated as pro-
-6 vided in the second section of this act.
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1 Sec. 6. The said town and city clerks shall, in the
2 month of April annually, make returns to the secre-
-3 tary of the Commonwealth, of all the births, deaths
4 and marriages, which may have come to their knowl-
-6 edge, and which shall have been recorded in their
6 hooks respectively during the year preceding the first
7 day of said , which return shall be a certified
8 copy of such record ; and any town or city clerk who
9 shall neglect to make such return in manner aforesaid,

10 shall be liable to a penalty of five dollars, to be col-
-11 lected and appropriated as provided in the second sec-
-12 tion of this act.

1 Sec. 7. The Secretary of the Commonwealth shall
2 prepare and furnish to the clerks of the several towns
3 and cities in this Commonwealth, blank forms of re-
-4 turns, as herein before specified, and shall accompany
5 the same with such instructions and explanations as
6 may be necessary and useful; and he shall receive
7 said returns, and prepare therefrom, such tabular re-
-8 suits as will render them of practical utility,—and shall
9 make report thereof annually to the Legislature, and

10 generally shall do whatever may be required to carry
11 into effect the objects of this act, and of the several pro-
-12 visions of the Revised Statutes not inconsistent with
13 this act.

1 Sec. 8. The said several towns and cities shall
2 pay to said superintendents and clerks, such sums for
3 compensation for the services required by this act, as

4 they may think proper and Just, and such compensa-
-5 tion shall be paid out of the moneys of the several
6 towns and cities respectively.
] Sec. 9. All acts and parts of acts, inconsistent
2 with this act, are hereby repealed-


