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SENATE,

(EommonUJcaltlj uf £&*BB«rtfjttsetts.

In

Senate May 11, 1852.

Ordered, That the Joint Committee on Education be authorized and instructed to visit the several State Normal Schools
during the recess, and report to the legislature at its next session.

Accepted.

Sent down for concurrence.
F. H. UNDERWOOD, Clerk.

House

of

Representatives, May 12, 1852.

Concurred.
LEWIS JOSSELYN, Clerk.
Attest:—

F. H. UNDERWOOD, Clerk.
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CommowlotaUJj of .PtossscijusettsL

Dedham, January 18th, 1852.

To

Hon. Charles H. Warren,
President

of

the Senate.

Dear Sir:—l have the honor herewith to transmit through
you to the Legislature of 1853, the Report of the Joint Standing
Committee on Education, of the session of 1852, on the subject of the State Normal Schools, which have been visited, during the recess, by said committee, under the authority of the
accompanying order.

Respectfully, your obedient servant,
EDWARD L. KEYES, Chairman.
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©ommontoealtfj of

The Joint Standing Committee on Education, authorized and
instructed by a joint order of the two branches of the legislature of 1852, to visit the State Normal Schools during the
recess, have attended to that duty, and submit the subjoined

REPOET
The committee visited the school at West Newton on Tuesday, December 21st, the Bridgewater school on Wednesday,
December 22d, and the Westfield school on Friday, December 24th.
THE NORMAL SCHOOL AT WEST NEWTON.

It was the opinion of the principal of this institution, that
the time selected by the committee for visitation was unfavorable to a fair view” of the operations of the school under his
“

charge.
The year ending November 23d was regarded as one of unexampled prosperity, in consideration of the number and accomplishments of the pupils graduated. It was a year in which
two classes were graduated, besides a small class of those who
had completed a three years’ course of study and training.
The large number of graduates caused a correspondingly large
number of vacancies, and, owing, as is supposed, to the uncertainty of the continued location of the school at West Newton,
and also to the establishment, in October last, of a Normal
School in Suffolk county, which has heretofore contributed a
large number of pupils. The class admitted at the commencement of the December term was smaller than usual. It is
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probably owing to these circumstances that the school was
found with a decreased number of pupils, and those not far advanced in their studies.
Under these circumstances the examination proceeded, exhibiting the same thoroughness on the part of the teachers which
has heretofore characterized them, and their predecessors, and,
in general, a commendable readiness and familiarity on the
part of the pupils.
The whole number of pupils who enjoyed the advantages
of the school during the year 1852 was 155, being one more
than in the preceding year; the whole number of graduates
72, against 28 in the year 1851.
Forty-five towns and ten counties were represented by the
pupils,—Suffolk and Middlesex supplying eighty-eight, more
than one-half of the whole number, —while from other States
there were twenty-three, leaving forty-four to other sections
of the Commonwealth.
There having been but one entering class in the year 1851,
and two in the year 1852, the increase of a single pupil is not
in due proportion to the increase of opportunity afforded for the
admission of pupils which it enjoyed above the preceding year.
The model schools, in connection with this institution, appeared
to be in a flourishing condition, the grammar department numbering 116 pupils, and the primary department 84.
The committee are informed that a new location at Framingham has been selected for this school, to which place it will be
removed when suitable buildings shall be erected for its accommodation. After that period, it is probable that the contribution of pupils from the county of Suffolk, which has heretofore
supplied a large number, will be much diminished, and the seats
thus left vacant be open to applicants from other sections of the
Commonwealth.
THE

SCHOOL AT BRIDGEWATER.

The average attendance at this school for three years ending
August last, is as follows;—1850, 60; 1851, 79; 1852,72.
The number in attendance in December, 1851, was 65; the
number in attendance at the same time in 1852 was 53. A
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class graduated during the current term in the last named year,
and a small class of advanced seniors” who had completed
their year of studies, had left to commence their schools.
These facts will account for the falling off in numbers in 1852,
as contrasted with the same periods in 1851.
The regular teachers are the same as last year, viz.:—N.
Tillinghast, principal; R. Edwards, Ist assistant; A. G. Boyden, 2d assistant. Several other teachers have been employed,
for special purposes, at the expense of the principal.
Order and discipline are well maintained in this school, and the
examinations afforded evidence of the faithfulness and energy
of the instructors, and the industry and devotion of the pupils.
“

WESTFIELD

SCHOOL.

The average attendance at this school for the year ending
November 12, 1851, was 51 ; the average attendance for 1852
was 64-|, showing an increase. The building is capable of
accommodating about one hundred pupils. They are supplied
chiefly by the four western, and Worcester counties, Berkshire
holding the first place after Hampden, the county in which the
institution is located. The school appears to be in a flourishing
condition, gradually gaining strength and numbers ; but its
vacant seats testify that it stands in need of all its present resources of that nature, when looking for pupils to fill them.
The examinations were conducted with energy, and with particular regard to thoroughness of instruction, and the pupils
generally exhibited a commendable familiarity with their
studies. The advantages of this institution, situated as it is
in the midst of the sparsely populated districts of the western
section of the Commonwealth, are great, and warmly appreciated by the people. And it is to be hoped that nothing will
occur to interrupt its progress or circumscribe its usefulness.
In view of the examinations witnessed by the committee in the
Normal Schools, the chairman—the only member present of the
last year’s committee of visitation—regards them as less satisfactory than in 1851. The causes of the difference have already been, in part, if not wholly, referred to. The teachers
are the same, and the committee believe that they have not
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slackened in their endeavors to maintain the high standing and
character of the several institutions under their charge.
The committee, before closing their report, desire to call the
attention of the legislature to one or two features which have
presented themselves in the course of their examinations.
There has been a considerable falling off in the number of
males in proportion to females, applying for instruction in the
State Normal Schools. The obvious cause of this state of
things may be traced to the increased and increasing demand
for female teachers.
For the year ending April, 1846, the number of teachers
employed in the common schools of the State, including the
summer and winter terms, was as follows:—Males, 2,585; females, 4,997. Last year the proportion was as follows:—Males,
2,432; females, 6,262—a falling off in males of 153, and an
increase in females of 1,265.
The State Normal School at West Newton is open to none but
females, while not more than than twenty-five per cent, of the
pupils at Bridgewater and Westfield are males. These statistics
serve to show that the means now in operation to qualify female
teachers ought not to be intermitted or restricted ; and they
also show that the number of males enjoying the advantages of
the Normal Schools bears but an insignificant proportion to the
number still demanded. If the greater number of the primary
schools are to pass into the hands of females, there is a wide
and still higher field open to males, in those advanced schools
required to be established and maintained by the laws of the
Commonwealth.
Notwithstanding the elevation which the profession of teaching has acquired in modern times, it is still true that a large
number of the persons relied upon for that service, are restricted
in the means required to maintain themselves, even at the
Normal Schools, a sufficient length of time to qualify them fully
for the complete and faithful discharge of the duties of a
teacher; and it may be a question worthy of consideration,
whether, if more money is to be appropriated for Normal School
purposes, it would not be better to appropriate it in aid of competent and worthy persons who are restricted in the means of
acquiring an education, but who stand ready to occupy the

r
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vacant seats in the existing institutions, rather than to establish
and maintain other schools. Other States, which have adopted
generally, our system of Normal School instruction, have concentrated their means and efforts upon single institutions. By
such a plan all the means and the best talent of the State is
combined, and greater advantages are thereby afforded the pupil
than when those means and talents are divided, and distributed
in smaller supplies to various institutions.
The State Normal School at New York is located at Albany,
—the seat of her government,—and compensation for travelling
is allowed to pupils, in order to equalize the advantages of the
institution to citizens of every section of the State. The
committee believe that the advantages accruing to pupils from
particular localities, are over-estimated. It is true, there are
advantages of a pecuniary nature, enjoyed by those who are
enabled to attend the school, while they board and lodge at
home; but the committee think that these are advantages
which, in many instances, are dearly purchased. Our teachers,
male and female, are accustomed to enter the field of their duties at an early age, and they come, many of them, from that
class of persons who enjoy but limited opportunities for social
cultivation. The school itself does not serve to supply the
deficiencies of such a life and education, and the youthful
teachers—with ideas of men and things exaggerated, by having
been compelled to regard them at a distance—confronting the
public for the first time in the shape of a town committee, or
a sea of anxious faces turned towards them from the benches
of the school-room, are apt to present a shrinking and bashful
appearance, which deprives them of that respect and authority
which is more essential to the success of a teacher, than to the
members of any other class or profession. The disposition or
habit of bashfnlness cannot be cured by applications of arithmetic or grammar, but fades imperceptibly in commerce with
mankind, and in the society of strangers. The evil effects of
such loss of self-reliance and command at the outset, cannot,
without difficulty, be remedied ; for the child, with its inherent
quickness of perception, will remember, when the loud voice of
command is uttered, the once low-browcd and shrinking vessel
from whence it proceeds.
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It may be, therefore, a great advantage for a young man or
woman, who is destined to encounter the world in the character of teacher, to leave the paternal roof, that they may learn
in the company of strangers, and by a comparison of their own
with the resources of others, to shake olf that awe of thenfellow beings, which, in many instances, has served to deprive of
success the best faculties and highest abilities with which mankind have been endowed.
In regard to the large majority of cases wherein pupils are
prevented, by distance, from boarding at home, the question of
location, in respect to the facility of attending the schools, is
of minor importance. Whether situated in Berkshire, Franklin, or Barnstable, the Normal pupil can be but a few hours
distant from most of the homes of the Commonwealth.
The existing Normal Schools were established as the result
of much anxiety and labor, and by the aid of liberal private
contributions ; and in later years, when basking in the sunshine
of popular favor, they have proved successful only by the most
strenuous exertions on the part of their friends, and a liberal
patronage on the part of the State, and yet, at the present time,
they are not crowded, but vacant seats in all of them, are soliciting, with the full force of all the great privileges they offer,
the future teachers of the Commonwealth to come and occupy
them.
The committee believe that with full benches, the Normal
Schools may be conducted with more energy and spirit, and
with greater success, than Avhen poorly attended.
There are other obvious advantages which must naturally
arise from the circumstance of having numerous applications for
admission. When the schools are full, there are additional inducements for more severe and discriminating examinations, in
order to prevent the reception and graduation of persons incompetent to be intrusted with the delicate and responsible
duties of a teacher. It has long been the wish of the most
wise and intelligent friends of education, to elevate the standard of the Normal Schools, so that those bearing their certificates of graduation shall be able to endure the test of the
most critical examinations; this can be done only by that can-
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tion and severity which are not likely to be induced by vacant
benches.
The failure of a single teacher who carries with him, or her,
the diploma of one of the State Normal Schools, tends—in
many cases without reason—to bring reproach on the whole
system, and exerts on many minds, an influence which it would
be hard to counteract. There would be fewer failures, if the
condition of the schools was such as to induce a greater severity of examination ; but to multiply their number would be
to pursue a path in an opposite direction. The failures on the
part of Normal School graduates, and their rejection by town
committees, may be accounted for, in many instances, without
ascribing any blame to their instructors, or any lack of efficiency
in the system of instruction, so far as it goes, of the Normal
Schools.
The pupils, many of them, are from a class of persons who
are deficient in that general information which distinguishes,
or should distinguish, what are called the intelligent classes of
society. They prepare themselves by application to the textbooks, for admission to an institution which is to enable them
to earn their living in the profession of teaching. They become familiar with the routine of the text-books, in the various
departments of common school education, and pass, perhaps, a
brilliant and successful examination. They appear before a
town committee whose members are perhaps unacquainted with
the lessons which they have mastered, and on which their
hopes are founded, and questions are put to them of geography
and arithmetic, founded upon the experience and newspaper
reading of their interrogators, which they cannot answer, and
they are therefore pronounced deficient, and rejected.
The committee believe that many of the graduates from the
Normal Schools, maintaining respectable positions, from their
ability to reply readily to all the questions of the text-books,
are deficient in the capacity to answer the thousand questions which the craving dispositions of their youthful pupils
impel them to ask.
When the doors of the schools already established shall become crowded with applicants, the terms might be lengthened
and opportunities might be afforded to pupils, by means of
2
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books, apparatus, popular publications, and more time to store
their minds with that general information which the youthful
intellect so ardently desires, and which is essential to a respectable appearance and position in the world.
Of the 193 pupils who enjoyed the privileges of the Normal
School at Westfield the last year, forty-six were from the counties of Essex and Berkshire. Remove this proportion of pupils
from that school, and it will suddenly go back to a state of
feebleness and struggle from which it may perhaps never recover.
The other schools are in some degree in a similar condition.
The establishment of a city Normal School in Boston, has already had the effect to diminish the number of applicants for
admission to the school at West Newton, and it will probably
require strenuous effort, and a new and commodious house, to
enable that school to maintain its former position during the
next few years. If it shall be said that either of the new institutions proposed to be established will be able to gather its
pupils from its own immediate vicinity, without drawing the
life-blood from those already in operation, then let the compact
vicinities who have such local demand for Normal instruction,
provide for themselves, as in the case of Boston, which claims
nothing from the public treasury to defray the expenses of her
new institution.
The existing State Normal Schools, are deficient in maps,
apparatus, and reference books, to say nothing of the entire
absence of books and publications for general reading. The
principal at Bridgewater has been impelled, by his devotion
to the welfare of the institution over which he presides, to reward the services of extra teachers from his own salary, and
some of the assistants have received proposals to engage elsewhere with promises of higher salaries.
Here are fields, broad enough, the committee believe, for the
full exercise, for the present, of all that spirit of improvement
and reform, which exists in the hearts of the people of the
Commonwealth in relation to Normal Schools.
An informal application was made to the committee at the
last session, for the passage of an act which should legalize the
graduation certificates of the Normal Schools, and clothe them
with the power and significance which now belongs, by law,
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committees. The
committee understand that the proposed method has been
adopted in the State of New York.
The reasons urged in favor of the measure are understood to
be substantially the following First, the teachers and board
of examiners of the Normal Schools, are better qualified to
judge of the competency of teachers than town committees;
second the certificates of the Normal Schools are now, in most
cases taken as evidence of the qualifications of teachers, and
the examinations of town committees are the greater part of
them formal, and in many cases farcical; third, if the legislature should refuse the application, it will exhibit a want of confidence in the Normal Schools, which will tend to injure their
reputation and lessen their usefulness.
The committee are not disposed to weaken the force of these
arguments, but will call attention to a few suggestions of an
to the certificates of examination of town

:

,

opposite nature.
First—It is not an uncommon occurrence for town committees to reject applicants from the Normal Schools, on the
ground that they are not adapted to teach, or competent to
govern, a particular school. The employment of such a
teacher, in opposition to such an opinion, would not bo likely
to prove beneficial to either party, on whatever certificate his
or her claims might be founded.
Second—Should the town committees be relieved of the
legal responsibility now devolved on them by law, it would
have a tendency to annihilate that interest which some of them
now contrive to maintain in regard to the common schools of
their several towns.
Third —A teacher may be abundantly qualified, so far as
talent and education are concerned, and yet almost totally unfit,
by reason of other deficiencies, to take charge of a particular
school.
Fourth—lt is not sufficient to the satisfaction and harmony
of school districts, that other persons, however competent and
trustworthy, should be assured of the competency of their
teachers; it is necessary that they should he assured by the
testimony of their own judgments, or the opinions of their own
legal representatives in the town or district where they reside.
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Fifth —The towns and districts are jealous, to an extraordinary degree, of their rights and powers in regard to school
affairs, and any attempt to impose upon them teachers who have
not passed the ordeal of their own examinations, however imperfect the latter may be, would be productive of jealousy and
ill-feeling, and not at all essential to the welfare of the schools,
or to the standing and dignity of the State Normal Schools.
Sixth—ln the case of a failure of a teacher, under the provisions of an act like the one proposed, the Normal Schools
would be held accountable, and would be liable, also, to suffer
from detraction in consequence, while under present regulations, the town committees are held chiefly responsible in such
cases, whether the teacher is a graduate from one of the Normal Schools or otherwise.

In conclusion, the committee cannot forbear to express their
gratification at what they have witnessed during their visits,
and for the view which has been afforded them, in the discharge of their official duties, of the workings of that admirable system of common school instruction, which distinguishes
Massachusetts above fhost of her sister States.
The foundations of the Normal School in America were laid
in Massachusetts. Other States are imitating our example and
following in our footsteps, and it would not become us to
slacken our pace while they are passing on to more perfect systems, and to more comprehensive results.
All which is respectfully submitted.
For the committee,

EDW. L. KEYES, Chairman

