
SENATE.....No. 14.

RESOLVE

Concerning the disputed boundary between the States of Rhode
Island and Massachusetts.

Resolved, That his excellency the governor, by and with
the advice and consent of the council, be, and he is hereby
authorized to appoint a commissioner to remove the stone mon-
uments, erected by authority of April 11th, 1846, by commis-
sioners appointed under resolves of Feb. 27th, 1844, to act in
conjunction with commissioners on the part of the State of
Rhode Island, in ascertaining, or establishing the true boundary
line between the States of Rhode Island and Massachusetts.

Approved May 13, 1852.
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'To His Excellency Geo. S. Boutwell,

Sir:—Commissioned by you, with the advice and consent
of the council, pursuant to the authority given in the fore-
going resolve, I entered actively upon the duties of the com-
mission in October last.

The monuments erected for a dividing line between Rhode
Island and Massachusetts, with two exceptions, are granite.
They were set with much care, and with an evident design to
permanency. In most instances they were so firmly embedded
as to require considerable time and labor in their removal. I
found it necessary to procure the- services of two men to aid
me in faking them up. The work of removal was commenced
at Burnt Swamp Corner, and following in the track of the for-
mer commissioners, as indicated in their report, we proceeded
directly to the ocean, removing all the monuments as we ad-
vanced. We found all the monuments except two, standing
as originally placed. These two, one above and the other
below Pawtucket, had been removed, dragged from their places,
and covered up ; but upon search they were found, and placed
in positions of safety.

All the granite monuments, as they were taken up and the
holes filled, were carefully placed on the Massachusetts side of
the line, in positions as readily found as when standing, and
where they would not be exposed to injury.

On tire bridge at Pawtucket there were two marble monu-
ments. These being wrought at considerable expense, easily
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defaced and injured, were for safety deposited in the town-hall
at Pawtucket.

From some intimations given out through one or more of
the newspapers of Rhode Island, I was led to anticipate more
or less of direct opposition to the removal of the monuments.
In this, however, I was happily disappointed. We encountered
no opposition from any source, but, on the contrary, we were
treated with courtesy and civility wherever our duties led us,
by the inhabitants on either side of the line.

Yery respectfully,
Your obedient servant,

E. D. BEACH.
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