
SENATE....No. 13.

The Joint Committee on Education, to whom was committed
the report of the Board of Education, with accompanying
documents, ask leave to submit the following considerations
in reference to that portion of the report of the Secretary of
that Board, which relates to the division of towns into dis-
tricts for schools.

It appears by the preamble to the act of 1789, providing for
the regulation of these districts, that “ the dispersed situation
of the inhabitants,” and the difficulty of collecting “the
children and youth in any one place for their instruction,”
were the reasons for making the division. Since then, great
changes have taken place. Population has increased; the
facilities for communication have become greater; and the
schools of the districts, which then were necessarily all on the
same level, or nearly so, are giving place to a gradation of
schools, rising, from primary instruction in the spelling book,
up to the high school of the town, where such an education is
completed, as formerly could only be obtained by those who
had means to resort to an academy. It is obvious, that each
child ought, if possible, to have the benefit of this entire
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course of instruction, by entering the several schools in suc-
cession.

These, and other important considerations, will be found
fully and ably set forth in the report of the Secretary, (House
document, No. 1, page 24,) which is earnestly commended to
the attention of every member of the legislature. It will be
found, too, in the communications from various towns, which
follow in that report, that, by relinquishing the system of dis-
tricts, a great improvement of the schools has been effected,
where that has been tried.

An entire and abrupt abandonment of the system does not
appear to be contemplated. Nor do this Committee recom-
mend any act of legislation which would infringe on the en-
tire freedom of each town to manage its own affairs.

But such an enactment as will draw the attention of towns
to a subject so important, and lead them to provide for modify-
ing the change, as it approaches, according to the circum-
stances of each district, seems now to be required.

Wherefore, they report the accompanying bill.

THOS. G. CARY, Chairman.
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Be it enacted hy the Senate and House ofRepresentatives
in General Court assembled, and hy the authority of the
same

,
as follows :

1 Sect. 1. In each town in this Commonwealth, un-
-2 less the inhabitants thereof, at their annual meeting
3 for the choice of town officers next following the
4 first of January, eighteen hundred and fifty-four, and
5 as often as once in three years thereafter, shall vote
6 to divide the same into districts for schools, or to con-
7 tinue such as may have been previously established,
8 all such districts shall be discontinued at the discre-
-9 tion of the school committee ; and full power to direct

10 the management of all the schools therein shall be
11 vested in said school committee, until the town, at a
12 subsequent annual meeting, shall otherwise direct.
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In the year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Fifty-
Three.

AN ACT
In addition to the Acts concerning School Districts.




